
	  

	  
Gandhi's	  India	  tracks	  the	  emergence	  and	  transformations	  of	  
British	  colonial	  rule	  in	  the	  Indian	  subcontinent,	  the	  
insurgencies	  and	  the	  cultural	  and	  economic	  critiques	  that	  
shaped	  anti-‐colonial	  nationalism,	  the	  conflicts	  that	  fueled	  
religious	  differences	  and	  the	  ideas	  that	  shaped	  non-‐violent	  
civil	  disobedience	  as	  a	  unique	  form	  of	  resistance.	  With	  
readings	  from	  Gandhi,	  Marx	  and	  Tagore,	  amongst	  others,	  
this	  course	  interrogates	  relationships	  between	  power	  and	  
knowledge,	  histories	  from	  below,	  as	  well	  as	  violence	  and	  
political	  mobilizations	  that	  would,	  by	  the	  mid-‐twentieth	  
century,	  bring	  down	  an	  empire	  and	  create	  a	  bloody	  and	  
enduring	  divide	  with	  the	  birth	  of	  two	  nation-‐states.	  	  
	  
This	  course	  also	  provides	  an	  introduction	  to	  Subaltern	  
Studies,	  one	  of	  the	  most	  influential	  schools	  of	  history,	  with	  
wide	  ranging	  impact	  well	  beyond	  Indian	  history	  writing.	  	  
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READINGS	  
Barbara	  &	  Thomas	  Metcalf,	  A	  Concise	  
History	  of	  India	  	  
Barnard	  S.	  Cohn,	  Colonialism	  and	  its	  Forms	  
of	  Knowledge	  
Partha	  Chatterjee,	  Nation	  and	  its	  Fragments	  	  
Mohandas	  Gandhi,	  Hind	  Swaraj	  
Rabindranath	  Tagore,	  Home	  and	  the	  World	  	  
Urvaishi	  Butalia,	  The	  Other	  Side	  of	  Silence	  
	  

Course	  Evaluation	   Course	  Calendar	  

	  
Class	  Participation	  20%	  
For	  discussion	  sections	  you	  will	  be	  given	  a	  set	  of	  questions	  and	  
sometimes	  a	  topic	  to	  debate,	  based	  on	  assigned	  readings.	  Your	  
preparation	  for	  discussion	  will	  make	  the	  class	  more	  fun	  and	  interesting,	  
so	  do	  come	  prepared!	  
	  
Map	  Quiz	  20%	  
There	  will	  be	  two	  map	  quizzes	  during	  class,	  so	  as	  to	  ground	  you	  in	  the	  
historical	  and	  political	  geography	  of	  South	  Asia.	  
	  
Mid-‐Term	  Exam	  30%	  
The	  exams	  will	  be	  based	  on	  course	  lectures,	  readings	  and	  films	  and	  will	  
include	  short	  questions	  and	  one	  longer	  interpretive	  essay	  question.	  
	  	  
Final	  Exam	  or	  Final	  Research	  Paper	  30%	  
The	  research	  paper	  is	  a	  great	  opportunity	  to	  explore	  topics	  from	  the	  
course	  in	  greater	  depth,	  or	  explore	  topics	  in	  Indian	  history	  not	  covered	  
by	  the	  course.	  The	  final	  research	  paper	  should	  not	  be	  a	  summary	  of	  
available	  scholarship	  on	  the	  chosen	  topic,	  but	  rather	  combine	  original	  
research,	  analysis	  and	  argument	  to	  reflect	  a	  critical	  engagement	  with	  the	  
content	  of	  the	  course.	  

	  
September 4: Introduction to Modernity, 

Colonialism and the Writing of History 
	  
	  
 
September 9: India Before Europe  
Read	  Metcalf	  &	  Metcalf	  p.1-‐54	  
Schwartzberger’s	  Historical	  Atlas	  of	  South	  Asia	  
http://dsal.uchicago.edu/reference/schwartzberg/	  
	  
	  
September 11: East India Company Raj 
Read	  Metcalf	  &	  Metcalf	  p.	  55-‐90.	  
View	  Satyajit	  Ray’s	  Shatranj	  ke	  Khiladi	  (The	  Chessplayers).	  
	  

September 16: The Great Revolt of 1857  
Metcalf	  &	  Metcalf	  p.	  91-‐106	  
Excerpt	  from	  Dalrymple’s	  	  The	  Last	  Mughal	  
	  
September 18: Discussion Who revolted and why? 
Gautam	  Bhadra,	  ‘Four	  Rebels	  of	  Eighteen-‐Fifty-‐Seven’.	  
Darlymple,	  The	  Last	  Mughal	  (excerpts)	  
	  

All other readings (articles and book 
excerpts) will be available on e-reserves 
for the course. All films should be 
available on canvas/ocra. 
	  
Films	  are	  a	  very	  important	  part	  of	  the	  
cultural	  repertoire	  of	  the	  Indian	  
subcontinent,	  and	  play	  a	  significant	  role	  
in	  constructing	  popular	  historical	  
memory.	  As	  a	  result,	  you	  will	  be	  
encouraged	  to	  watch	  as	  many	  films	  as	  
possible	  from	  the	  film	  list	  



	  

	  

Course	  Calendar	   Course	  Calendar	  

 
September 23: Liberalism and Empire  
U.S.	  Mehta,	  “Liberal	  Strategies	  of	  Exclusion,”	  in	  Tensions	  of	  Empire	  (e-‐
book)	  
Excerpt	  from	  Gautam	  Chakravarty,	  The	  Indian	  Mutiny	  and	  the	  British	  
Imagination,	  Cambridge	  Univ.	  Press,	  2005	  
	  
	  
September 25: Marx on India 
MAP	  QUIZ	  
Karl	  Marx	  on	  the	  Indian	  Revolt	  in	  the	  New	  York	  Daily	  Tribune:	  ‘The	  
Revolt	  in	  the	  Indian	  Army’,	  15	  July	  1857;	  ‘Investigation	  of	  Tortures’,	  17	  
Sept.	  1857;	  and	  ‘The	  Revolt	  in	  India’,	  14	  Nov.	  1857	  
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1857/india/index.htm	  
	  
	  
September 30: The Colonial State: Tradition vs 

Modernity 
Metcalf	  p.107-‐122	  
Chatterjee	  p.14-‐34	  
Cohn	  p.57-‐75	  
Nicholas	  B.	  Dirks,	  ‘The	  ethnographic	  state’,	  Castes	  of	  Mind	  
	  
	  
October 2: Land, Law and the Colonial State 
Metcalf, T. 1969. 'Social Effects of British Land Policy in Oudh'. Land 
Control and Social Structure in Indian Society. 
Embree, Ainslie. 1969. 'Landholding in India and British Institutions'. Land 
Control and Social Structure in Indian Society. 
Sati	  Primary	  Sources:	  
http://chnm.gmu.edu/wwh/modules/lesson5/lesson5.php
?menu=1&s=1&c=	  
	  

October 7: Conquest of Knowledge 
Bernard	  Cohn,	  “The	  Census,	  Social	  Structure	  and	  Objectification	  in	  South	  
Asia,”	  An	  Anthropologist	  Among	  the	  Historians	  and	  Other	  Essays.	  Delhi:	  
OUP,	  1990:	  224-‐254.	  	  
Cohn	  p.	  16-‐56,	  p.76-‐162	  
	  
October 9: Discussion Colonialism and 

‘Communalism’ 
Chris	  Bayly,	  The	  pre-‐history	  of	  ‘communalism’?	  Religious	  conflict	  in	  
India	  1700-‐1860,	  Origins	  of	  Nationality	  in	  South	  Asia,	  OUP	  1998.	  	  
Gyanendra	  Pandey,	  “The	  Colonial	  Construction	  of	  ‘Communalism’:	  
British	  Writings	  on	  Banaras	  in	  the	  Nineteenth	  Century,”	  in	  Ranajit	  Guha,	  
ed.,	  Subaltern	  Studies	  VI	  ,1989.	  
	  
October 14: MID-TERM EXAM 
	  
October 16: The Emergence of Nationalism and 

the Era of Reform  
Metcalf	  p.123-‐164	  
Chatterjee	  p.116-‐157	  
	  
October 21 
Resistance	  to	  Colonial	  Rule:	  Swadeshi	  
Chatterjee	  p.158-‐172.	  
	  



	  

	  

Course	  Calendar	   Course	  Calendar	  

 
October 23: Discussion  
Tagore,	  Home	  and	  the	  World	  
Watch	  Satyajit	  Ray’s	  movie,	  Home	  and	  the	  World	  
	  
October 27: Resistance and Non-Violence: Gandhi 

in South Africa 
Metcalf	  &	  Metcalf	  p.	  165-‐199	  
Gandhi,	  Hind	  Swaraj	  
Ajay	  Skaria	  on	  Hind	  Swaraj	  
	  
	  
October 31: Khilafat and 

Non-Cooperation 

Movements: The Rise of 

Gandhi 
Shahid	  Amin,	  Event	  Metaphor,	  Memory	  
	  
	  
November 4: Resistance 

and Violence: Bhagat 

Singh 
Neeti	  Nair,	  ‘Bhagat	  Singh	  as	  Satyagrahi’	  
View	  Bhagat	  Singh	  
Ranajit	  Guha,	  ‘The	  prose	  of	  counter	  insurgency’,	  Subaltern	  Studies.	  	  
	  
	  
November 6: Caste and Outcasts 
Chatterjee	  p.173-‐199	  
Nicholas	  B.	  Dirks,	  ‘The	  Reformation	  of	  Caste:	  	  
Periyar,	  Ambedkar	  and	  Gandhi’,	  Castes	  of	  Mind.	  
Ramchandra	  Guha,	  ‘Cricket	  and	  Politics	  in	  Colonial	  India,	  Past	  and	  
Present	  1998	  (161):155-‐190	  
Ambedkar,	  The	  Annihilation	  of	  Caste	  
	  

November 11: Discussion 
Gandhi	  vs	  MNRoy	  
Gandhi	  vs	  Bhagat	  Singh	  
Gandhi	  vs	  Bose	  
	  
	  

	  
November 13: Discussion 
Gandhi	  vs	  Ambedkar	  
Gandhi	  vs	  Savarkar	  
	  
November 18: Communalism and Muslim 

Separatism 
Metcalf	  200-‐226	  
Excerpts	  from	  Ayesha	  Jalal’s	  Sole	  Spokesman	  
Excerpts,	  Nehru,	  The	  Discovery	  of	  India	  
	  
November 20: The Road to Partition 
MAP QUIZ 
Asim	  Roy.	  1993.	  The	  High	  Politics	  of	  India's	  Partition:	  The	  Revisionist	  
Perspective.	  In	  India's	  Partition:Process,	  Strategy	  and	  Mobilization,	  
edited	  by	  M.	  Hasan.	  Delhi:	  Oxford	  University	  Press.	  
David	  Gilmartin,	  ‘Partition,	  Pakistan,	  and	  South	  Asian	  History’	  
	  



	  

	  

	  

Course	  Calendar	   Course	  Resources	  

November 25: Independence and Partition of 1947 
Butalia,	  The	  Other	  Side	  of	  Silence	  
Saadat	  Hasan	  Manto,	  Toba	  Tek	  Singh	  
View	  Deepa	  Mehta’s	  Earth	  
	  
November 27: Thanksgiving/No Class 
	  
December 2: Postcoloniality and Nation-States 
Metcalf	  227-‐259	  
Chatterjee	  p.200-‐219	  
Excerpts	  from	  Zamindar,	  The	  Long	  Partition	  
	  

Digital	  South	  Asia/Historical	  Atlas	  of	  South	  Asia	  
	  
Metropolitan	  Museum	  of	  Art	  Timeline	  for	  South	  Asian	  Art	  
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/ht/?period=10&region=
ssa	  
Gandhi	  Heritage	  Portal	  
https://www.gandhiheritageportal.org/	  
	  
Gandhi	  Research	  Foundation	  
http://www.mkgandhi.org/main.htm	  
	  
Marxism	  and	  Anti-‐Imperialism	  in	  India:	  Primary	  Sources	  
http://www.marxists.org/subject/india/	  
	  
News/Debates	  
Tehelka	  www.tehelka.com	  
Kafila:	  run	  from	  the	  big	  media	  http://kafila.org	  
Caravan	  http://caravanmagazine.in/	  
Newsline	  www.newslinemagazine.com	  
 
 
	  


