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RELS0400: New Testament and Early Christian Literature

Brown University

Fall 2014
Course time: MWF 12 p.m.

Course location: Smith-Bonanno
Course Instructor
Prof. Nicola Denzey Lewis

Office: Rm 300, Dept. of Religious Studies, 
59 George St.
Office Hours: Mondays 1-3 and by appt.
Email: ndenzeylewis@brown.edu

Course Description:

In this course, we’ll have the opportunity to read many of the writings in the New Testament and some of the writings that did not make it into the canon. We’ll place these writings in their specific historical context, and learn to use the tools and methods of professional biblical studies scholarship.  This course presupposes no prior study in Christianity or the Christian scriptures, no demand or expectation that the student be Christian, and all texts will be read in English translation. 

Required Books:

Harper Collins Study Bible*

Bart Ehrman, The New Testament: A Historical Introduction to the Early Christian Writings. 5th ed. (New York: Oxford University Press, 2011)

Bart Ehrman, The New Testament and Other Early Christian Writings: A Reader (New York: Oxford University Press, 2003)

Reza Aslan, Zealot: The Life and Times of Jesus of Nazareth (New York: Random House, 2013)
* You don’t need a print Bible in this day and age, but this one is a good one, especially if you have a real interest in Biblical Studies. It is a good investment, and you will be able to use it as an aid during the midterm and final examinations.
**You may also choose not to purchase Ehrman’s New Testament and Other Early Christian Writings: A Reader, and instead purchase a Bible. I will discuss this in class.**
These are all available for purchase at the Brown Bookstore, and are on course reserve at the Rock. 
There are also articles on course reserve through OCRA; the password for the course is: Jesuslives. You may also access OCRA through the course website on Canvas.

A Special Note on Computer Use:

Although in many courses at Brown laptops are not allowed, I personally am not bothered by them. I don’t actively encourage their use in class (studies have shown that there is substantial benefit to making old-fashioned notes on paper rather than notes on laptops) but if you are more comfortable with a laptop, then it’s fine to use it in class. Obviously, computer use in class must be responsible (i.e., course-related). Refrain from checking your social media accounts, posting stuff, staring and laughing at your screen, and other behaviors that are distracting to me and your classmates. 


I aim to make this course paperless; therefore, you must use Canvas to access the full range of course materials, including handouts. Participation online (through the course discussion boards) counts toward your course participation grade, but does not replace it. For those of you unfamiliar with Canvas, there are online tutorials available. 

Assignments:

Attendance and Participation online and in class: 10%

3 short writing assignments: 30%
Midterm Examination: 15%

Visitation Project: 20%
Final Exam: 25%

· For my notes on attendance, see the section on "grading requirements."

· There will be three short writing assignments over the course of the semester, based on your primary source readings. These will not be too onerous (3-5 pages), but are designed to help you to engage issues in our field. One will be a book review of Reza Aslan’s recent best-seller, Zealot: The Life and Times of Jesus of Nazareth. One will be an exegesis exercise (that is, an exercise in close reading and “unpacking” of a biblical passage). One, finally, will ask you to engage with an issue that derives from the Bible and social media.
· For the visitation project, I would like you to arrange to visit a Christian church in the area for a service of some kind. If you have been raised in a Christian tradition, I would ask you not to visit your home denomination but to try one very different; if you’ve been raised Catholic, try a Baptist congregation; if you’ve been raised non-denominational, try Episcopalian, and so on. If you’ve never been to church, either because you’re not Christian or because church is not your bag, baby, then this is your opportunity to be an anthropologist in action. The point of the visit is NOT to convert you, or to save your soul, or because I think you need to go, but to do some serious anthropological “field work” as a professional scholar of religion. You will be given guidelines for conducting your visit.
Weekly Readings (see the course website for more detail):

	DATE
	TOPIC
	READINGS
	INTERNET RESOURCES FOR ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND

	Wed. Sept. 3rd:
	Approaching the New Testament
	Ehrman, chs. 1,2. Just this once, read after class rather than before.
	These wonderful websites will introduce you to the background of the New Testament world.

PBS Frontline: From Jesus to Christ
Palestine in the Time of Jesus
Bible Odyssey (read the two pieces on there regarding historicity of the Bible)



	Fri. Sept. 5th:


	Taking Matters into your Own Hands: Versions, Translations, and the Issue of Biblical Inerrancy
	Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy (pdf or online)

Michael Bird on Biblical Inerrancy: Is Inerrancy Needed Outside the U.S.? (from Biblegateway.com)

Rachel Held Evans, “Everyone’s A Biblical Literalist Until You Bring Up Gluttony.” (online)


	Learn about this:

Conservapedia’s Conservative Bible Project



	Mon. Sept. 8th:


	Introduction to the Gospels
	Ehrman, ch. 3, 4


	The Case Against Q. Mark Goodacre’s Synoptic Problem Web Page



	Wed. Sept. 10th:
	Jesus the Suffering Son of God: The Gospel According to Mark


	Gospel of Mark (try to read the gospel through in one sitting, but do read thoughtfully)


	Kata Markon Gospel of Mark Discussion Group



	Fri. Sept. 12th:


	Jesus the Suffering Son of God: The Gospel According to Mark
	Ehrman ch. 6, 7, 8 (finish Gospel of Mark if you didn’t get through it)
	

	Mon. Sept. 15th:


	The “Jesus Seminar”: -- working with the critical tools of biblical scholarship 
	No specific readings for this class, but as a resource, you can read scholar James Tabor’s reconstruction and translation of Q here. You do need to have a familiarity with Q for this course.

	The Jesus seminar and Westar Institute
The Jesus Seminar Forum


	Wed. Sept. 17th:
	Jesus the Jewish Messiah: The Gospel according to Matthew.
	Ehrman, ch. 9 Matthew 1:1-12:50; pay special attention to the Sermon on the Mount (Matt 5:1-7:29)
	

	Fri. Sept. 19th:

FIRST WRITING ASSIGNMENT


	Jesus the Jewish Messiah: The Gospel according to Matthew.
	Matthew 12:50-end.
	

	Mon. Sept. 22nd:

	WORKSHOP #1: Setting the social and archaeological context.
	Readings to be announced.
	

	Wed. Sept. 24th:


	WORKSHOP #2: John the Baptist, Mary Magdalene, James
	Readings to be announced.
	Here’s a place where Bible Odyssey is a great start.

	Fri. Sept. 26th:

	FIRST DISCUSSION SECTIONS
	
	

	Mon. Sept. 29th:

	WORKSHOP #3: Exploring the Cinematic Jesus
	Over the weekend, you are responsible for watching either Mel Gibson’s Passion of the Christ OR Martin Scorsese’s Last Temptation of Christ. Be prepared to talk about the way in which these films are or are not “faithful” to the gospels that you have read so far.

	

	Wed. Oct. 1st:


	Jesus, Savior of the World: The Gospel according to Luke


	Luke 1-16

Ehrman, ch. 10

	Gospel of Luke Homepage
Dr. James Tabor’s “Notes on the Gospel of Luke”


	Fri. Oct. 3rd:


	Discussion sections

	Readings TBD
	

	Mon. Oct. 6th:


	Jesus, Savior of the World: The Gospel according to Luke


	Luke 17-end; Ehrman, ch. 8


	Color-coded Luke [James Tabor]

Gospel of Luke Homepage [at earlychristianwritings.org]



	Wed. Oct. 8th:


	Recovering the Earliest Voice of Jesus?


	Gospel of Thomas, (you can also read it in the Ehrman reader)
Ehrman, review chs. 5 and 7; read chapter 13

	Gospel of Thomas Homepage [Stevan Davies]



	Fri. Oct. 10th:

SECOND WRITING ASSIGNMENT
	Discussion sections
	Infancy Gospel of Thomas (in the Ehrman reader)

Ehrman textbook, ch. 14, section on the infancy gospels

Protevangelium of James

	

	Mon. Oct. 13th: 

	NO CLASSES
	(read the Gospel of John in its entirety over Fall Weekend)
	

	Wed. Oct. 15th:
	Jesus, the Man Sent from Heaven: The Gospel According to John
	Gospel of John; Ehrman, ch. 12

	The Fourth Gospel Home Page for Research
Robert Fortna has assembled the hypothetical Signs Gospel from the Gospel of John



	Fri. Oct. 17th:
	Discussion section
	Readings TBA
	

	Mon. Oct. 20th:



	Paul the Apostle: The Man and his Mission
	Acts 9, 22:4-16; 26:9-18; Gal 1:13-17; Ehrman, ch. 20
	Dr. James Tabor, “The Message and Mission of Paul” 

Dr. Wayne Meeks, “Who Was Paul?” from PBS Frontline’s “From Jesus to Christ”

	Wed. Oct. 22nd:


	Paul and his Apostolic Mission


	1, 2 Thessalonians; Ehrman, ch. 20
	

	Fri. Oct. 24th: 
	Discussion section
	Readings TBA
	

	Mon. Oct. 27th:


	MIDTERM EXAM


	
	

	Wed. Oct. 29th:
	Paul and the Crises of his Churches


	Galatians, Philippians and Philemon 

Ehrman, ch. 22, relevant sections

	

	Fri. Oct. 31:
	Discussion section


	Readings TBA

	

	Mon. Nov. 3rd:
	The Gospel According to Paul: The Letter to the Romans 


	Romans; focus especially on 8-11.

	Stowers, Stanley K
CH. 1 "TOWARD A RE-READING OF ROMANS" in: A Re-reading Of Romans, 1994, p.1-82 (OCRA)

	Wed. Nov. 5th:
	Paul in Corinth

	1, 2 Corinthians. 

Ehrman, ch. 22 (sections and 1 and 2 Corinthians)

	

	Fri. Nov. 7th:
	Discussion section
	
	Hodge, Caroline Johnson
SELECTIONS in: If Sons, Then Heirs: A Study Of Kinship And Ethnicity In The Letters Of Paul, 2007

	Mon. Nov. 10th:
	In the Wake of the Apostle: The Deutero-Pauline Epistles
	Ephesians and Colossians; Ehrman, ch. 25 (sections on pseudonymity in the ancient world and the Deuter-Pauline Epistles)
	

	Wed. Nov. 12th:


	From Paul’s Female Colleagues to the Pastor’s Intimidated Women: The Oppression of Women in Early Christianity
	The Acts of Paul and Thecla [from the Fathers of the Church website; you can also find this in your Ehrman reader]

1, 2 Timothy, Titus; Ehrman, ch. 25 (sections on the pastoral epistles) and also ch. 26.


	Helmut Koester, “The Role of Women in the Christian Churches of Paul’s Day.” Be ready to discuss it, along with the other materials you have read

	Fri. Nov. 14th:
	Discussion Section
	
	

	Mon. Nov. 17th:
	Early Christian Historiography
	Book of Acts
	

	Wed. Nov. 19th:
	Christians and the Cosmos: The Apocalypse
	Book of Revelation

Ehrman, ch 30

	

	Fri. Nov. 21st:
	NO CLASS
	
	

	Mon. Nov. 24th:


	NO CLASS


	
	

	Wed. Nov. 26th:
	NO CLASS


	
	

	Fri. Nov. 28th:
	NO CLASS


	
	

	Mon. Dec. 1st:
RELIGIOUS VISITATION ASSIGNMENT DUE
	After the NT: the Making of the Canon
	
	

	Wed. Dec. 5th:
	After the NT: Martyrs, Saints, and Emperors
	Ignatius, Letter to the Romans

Martyrdom of Polycarp

Passion of Perpetua
	

	Fri. Dec. 7th
THIRD WRITING ASSIGNMENT DUE
	STUDY SESSION
	
	


Course Policies:

· readings each week must be completed in advance of classes. These readings are often not long, but are often dense and challenging. You must read carefully and thoughtfully. Set yourself a fixed amount of time to read a passage, take notes as you read, and then prepare a summary of the key points and issues which the passage raised for you. Note as well any questions that you might have and any technical terms you may not have encountered before. This type of "engaged reading" will give you a much deeper comprehension of the text than a quick, "passive" reading. 

· Secondary source readings may be completed after class. You may find, in fact, that this aids in comprehension and assimilation of the material. The best time to do these readings is as soon after class as possible, but you may put this off -- at your own peril. You will be tested and evaluated on the content of these readings; therefore it will benefit you if you keep up a regular reading schedule.

· You must bring your Bible/Ehrman sourcebook to every class.
· There are no specific prerequisites for this course, though some background in Biblical Studies would be useful. Being raised Christian will probably not help you. Being raised non-Christian probably will not help you either, so either way be prepared to learn new things.
· Regular and thoughtful participation in class discussion each week is essential. Come with your class notes, prepared to listen, think about, and debate ideas and interpretations raised by the readings. You may also use the course discussion board through Canvas to post your comments; this counts toward your participation grade.
Grading Policies:

· To receive a passing grade, students are expected to satisfy all course requirements, as described above.  Failure to meet any individual requirement may be grounds for receiving a failing grade for the course.

· Students are required to observe the honor code. Plagiarism constitutes a serious academic offence; any student who commits plagiarism will be reported to the Dean of the College and will receive an automatic grade of F.

· I will not accept papers submitted after deadline unless you have first met with me, and the two of us have set a new date. Extensions will be granted only in exceptional circumstances. If the assignment is handed in late without the student having notified me and asked for an extension, I will penalize it one letter degree (i.e. A will reduce to A-) for each day late. 
· I reserve the right to alter this syllabus over the course of the semester, but I will not alter the grading format, nor make changes likely to adversely affect students in any way.
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