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JUDS 0830
THE BIBLE AS LITERATURE

FALL, 2014
Professor David C. Jacobson

Program in Judaic Studies

163 George Street

Tel. 401-863-3908

David_Jacobson@Brown.edu
Office Hour: Monday, 2:00-3:00 pm, or by appointment.

We will study the Bible as literature in two ways:

(1) We will explore how methods of literary analysis can be applied to the reading of

narratives of the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament) in English translation.

(2) We will investigate the ways that contemporary writers have turned biblical

narratives into new works of fiction and poetry.

What you will gain from this course:

• A thorough knowledge of narratives of the Hebrew Bible including The Story of

Creation, Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, Cain and Abel, Noah and the

Flood, The Patriarchs and Matriarchs of Israel, The Exodus from Egypt, Samson, and the United Kingdom of Ancient Israel ruled by Kings David and Solomon.

• An appreciation of the literary artistry of biblical narratives, which will enhance

your understanding of the meaning of the Hebrew Bible and your understanding

of why the Hebrew Bible is considered one of the great works of Western

literature.

• An opportunity to explore the question of whether the Bible is relevant to

contemporary concerns by means of discussions of our own personal reactions to

biblical narratives as well as of works of contemporary fiction and poetry based

on those narratives.

Required Books, available for purchase at the Brown Bookstore and on reserve at Rockefeller Library:

Tanakh: The Holy Scriptures (Jewish Publication Society)

(If you already own an English translation of the Hebrew Bible/Old

Testament, you may use it instead of Tanakh.)

David Maine, Fallen (St. Martin’s)

Mario Brelich, Navigator of the Flood (Marlboro)

David Grossman, Lion’s Honey (Canongate)
Stefan Heym, The King David Report (Northwestern University Press)

There is also a course packet, available for purchase at Allegra Print and Imaging, 
102 Waterman Street.
Course Requirements:

Attendance, Preparation, and Participation (25%)

Attendance is required.  Each student is expected to complete the assigned reading for each class session.  Be sure to bring the texts of each selection to class.  If they are available only in OCRA, you should either download and print them or bring them downloaded on your laptop, tablet, iPad.   You are expected to be prepared to present at least five (5) passages per assignment to the class with comments or questions for class discussion.  When poetry is assigned, you should prepare at least one passage from each poem.
Midterm Examination—Wednesday, October 29 (25%)

Final Examination— Thursday, December 18, 2-5 pm (25%)

Term Paper—Due Thursday, December 4 (25%)

Choose a biblical narrative and write a ten-page paper:

a. A literary analysis of the biblical narrative in which you discuss issues

of interpretation and possible ways to resolve those issues. In your essay

you should discuss both the literary techniques and thematic concerns of

the biblical narrative.

OR

b. Your own contemporary version of the biblical narrative. This may

take the form of a story, poem, or play. This should be accompanied by an

essay reflecting on the process of transforming the biblical narrative into a

work of literature in terms of the literary techniques and thematic concerns

of the biblical version and of your version.
9/3
The Creation Story-Version 1 (Genesis 1:1-2:4)

Primo Levi, “In the Beginning” (in class)

9/5
The Creation Story-Version 2 (Genesis 2:4-2:24)

Natan Zach, “When God First Said” (in class)
Linda Pastan, “The Imperfect Paradise” (in class)
9/8
Adam and Eve (Genesis 2:25-3:24)

9/10
Czeslaw Milosz, “Theodicy” (packet)

Stevie Smith, “How Cruel is the Story of Eve” (packet)

T. Carmi, “Eve Knew” (packet)
9/12
Cain and Abel (Genesis 4:1-4:26)

Judith Wright, “Eve to Her Daughters” (packet)

Dan Pagis, “Autobiography” (packet)

9/15
David Maine, Fallen, pp. 1-82

9/17
David Maine, Fallen, pp. 83-159

9/19
David Maine, Fallen, pp. 160-244

9/22
Noah and the Flood (Genesis 6:5-9:29)

Chris Wallace-Crabbe, “Noah” (packet)

Jane Shore, “The Ark” (packet)

9/24
Mario Brelich, Navigator of the Flood, xi-xviii; 1-59
9/26

NO CLASS

9/29
Mario Brelich, Navigator of the Flood, 61-114

10/1

Abraham, Sarah, Lot, Hagar, Ishmael (Genesis 12:1-13:18; 15:1-17:27)
10/3

Sodom and Gomorrah, Isaac (Genesis 18:1-20:18)

10/6

Expulsion of Ishmael; Binding of Isaac (Genesis 21:1-22:19)

10/8

Edna Aphek, “Sarah Was” (packet)

Sivan Har-Shefi, From “Sarah’” (packet)
Yehudit Kafri, “In the Beginnings” (packet)
10/10

NO CLASS

10/13

FALL WEEKEND—NO CLASS

10/15
Anna Akhmatova, “Lot’s Wife” (packet)

Wislawa Szymborska, “Lot’s Wife” (packet)

James Simmons, “Lot’s Wife” (packet)
Howard Nemerov, From: “Lot Later” (packet)
10/17

NO CLASS

10/20

 Meir Wieseltier, “Abraham” (packet)
Yehuda Amichai, “The Real Hero of the Sacrifice of Isaac” (packet)
Alicia Ostriker, “The Story of Abraham” (packet)
10/22
Isaac, Rebekah, Jacob, Esau (Genesis 24:1-28:9)

10/24
Jacob, Laban, Leah, Rachel (Genesis 28:10-33:20)

10/27

Avishar Har-Shefi, “Isaac, Rebekah” (packet)

Shirley Kaufman, “Leah” (packet)

Aharon Amir, “Esau’s Letter” (packet)

10/29

MIDTERM EXAMINATION

10/31

Joseph: Genesis 37:1-36
11/3 

Joseph: Genesis 39:1-40:23
Yehudit Kafri, “Potiphar’s Wife” (packet)
11/5 

Joseph: Genesis 41:1-45:28

11/7 

Exodus from Egypt (Exodus 1:1-4:31)
11/10 
Exodus from Egypt (Exodus 5:1-12:51)
11/12 

Exodus from Egypt; Covenant at Sinai (Exodus 13:17-14:31; 19:1-20:23)
Hava Pinhas-Cohen, “A Manifest Name” (packet)
11/14 

Samson (Judges 13:1-16:31)
11/17 
David Grossman, Lion’s Honey
11/19 
King David (1 Samuel 16:1-23:28)
11/21 

King David (1 Samuel 24:1-31:13)
11/24 
King David (2 Samuel 1:1-12:31)

Thanksgiving Vacation

12/1
King David (2 Samuel 13:1-20:26; 1 Kings 1:1-2:12)

12/3

King Solomon (1 Kings 2:13-1 Kings 11:43)

12/5
Stefan Heym, The King David Report, pp. 1-88

12/8
Stefan Heym, The King David Report, pp. 89-177

12/10
Stefan Heym, The King David Report, pp. 178-254
12/11 (Thursday)
Review for Final Examination
