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The Literature of Identity from Shakespeare to Wilde 

This course will explore various conceptions of personal identity, with an emphasis on Romanticism. We'll read Anglo-American philosophical and literary texts (mostly poetry) from the Renaissance through the 19th century, taking some excursions into contemporary theory. Writers will include Shakespeare, Montaigne, Locke, Hume, Rousseau, Wordsworth, Keats, Melville, Whitman, and Wilde.

Texts:

Rousseau, Reveries of a Solitary Walker

Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray
Masters of British Literature (Longman)
Online texts on OCRA (password: identity)

Evaluation: 
Class participation (10%)

All 3 papers approx. 5 pages.

Paper 1 (30%); Paper 2 (30%); Paper 3 (30%) 
General Expectations:

You will be evaluated on your ability to participate in class discussion and contribute to its intellectual spirit. I expect you to arrive prepared, having done the readings, brought your texts, and completed the assignments. Attendance is mandatory, and those students who have missed more than 2 classes without prior notification risk severely jeopardizing their final grade. 

Essay Policy:

Late essays will not be accepted. Essays must be typed, adhere to MLA guidelines, and submitted in class. Email attachments are unacceptable. I ask you to familiarize yourself with university policies regarding plagiarism.  

Reading Schedule

September
4 Introduction
9 Montaigne, “On Affectionate Relationships.” Jacques Derrida, “In Memoriam of the Soul [Paul de Man].” Freud, “Mourning and Melancholia.”

11 Shakespeare, Sonnets: 3, 20, 46, 47, 49, 55, 59, 62, 73, 104

16 Oscar Wilde, Portrait of Mr. W.H. Hugo von Hofmannsthal, “The Lord Chandos Letter.” 
18 David Hume, from Treatise of Human Nature: “Of Personal Identity.” Denise Riley, “The Right To Be Lonely.” 
23 Rousseau, Reveries of the Solitary Walker 
25 Rousseau, Reveries of the Solitary Walker
30 Locke, Essay Concerning Human Understanding: “Of Identity and Diversity.” Michel Foucault, “What is an Author?” Roland Barthes, “The Death of the Author.” 

October 
2 Adam Smith, excerpts from Theory of Moral Sentiments. Wordsworth, from Preface to Lyrical Ballads, 198-208. 

7 Wordsworth, “Lines Written a Few Miles Above Tintern Abbey.” Wordsworth, “Resolution and Independence.” 
9 Wordsworth, “She dwelt among th' untrodden ways,” “Strange fits of passion I have known,” “Three years she grew,” “A slumber did my spirit seal.”

14 Coleridge, “Frost at Midnight.” Coleridge, “Kubla Khan.”   
16 Coleridge, “Christabel.”

21 Shelley, from Defence of Poetry, 504-514. John Clare, “Self Identity.” John Clare, “I Am.”

23 Shelley,  “Ode to the West Wind,” “Mont Blanc.”

28 Hazlitt, “Self-Love and Benevolence.” Keats, selections from Letters 561-563.

30 Keats, “To Autumn,” “This living hand.” Excerpts from Letters.
November 

4 Keats, “Ode on a Grecian Urn.”  “Ode to a Nightingale.”
6 Tennyson’s “Mariana,” “Lady of Shalott.”
11 Thomas de Quincey, Confessions of an English Opium Eater
13 de Quincey, Confessions continued.
18 Walt Whitman, “Song of Myself.”
20 Melville, Bartleby the Scrivener. Jonathan Greenberg, “Occupy Wall Street’s Debt            

to Melville.” (http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2012/04/occupy-wall-streets-debt-to-melville/256482/)
25 NO CLASS 

27 NO CLASS

December

2 Hawthorne, “Wakefield.”  Walter Pater, “Conclusion,” from The Renaissance.

4  Browning, “Porphyria’s Lover,” “My Last Duchess.” 

9  TBA 
