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Fall 2014.

Queer Relations: Aesthetics and Sexuality

This course will study the relationship between aesthetic thought and sexuality in a variety of literary and cinematic works. We will supplement our readings with ventures into queer theory, emphasizing the social, ethical, and political dimensions of identity, community, race, and gender.    

Texts:

Roland Barthes, The Pleasure of the Text
Michel Foucault, History of Sexuality, Vol. 1: Introduction.

André Gide, The Immoralist

Henry James, The Beast in the Jungle and Other Stories 

Selections on OCRA (password: queer)

Films: Paris Is Burning, Looking for Langston, Blue, Shame. All of these are available on MyCourses. Please watch them at your own convenience before class. 

Course Evaluation:

Participation, Discussion, Question Preparation   
20%

First (Short) Paper




30%      
Second (Long) Paper




50%      
General Expectations:

Because this class is devised as an intensive study of theory, you will be evaluated on your ability to participate in class discussion and contribute to its intellectual spirit. I expect you to arrive prepared, having done the readings, brought your texts, and completed the assignments. Attendance is mandatory, and those students who have missed more than 2 classes without prior notification will seriously jeopardize their final grade. 

Essay Policy:

Late essays will not be accepted. Essays must be typed, adhere to MLA guidelines, and submitted in class on the due date.  Email attachments are unacceptable. I also ask that you familiarize yourself with university policies regarding plagiarism.
READING SCHEDULE

September
4 Introduction
9 Deborah Britzman, “Is There a Queer Pedagogy? Or, Stop Reading Straight.” Lee Edelman, “Queer Theory: Unstating Desire.” 
11 Judith Butler, “Critically Queer.” 
16 Foucault, History of Sexuality.
18 Foucault, History of Sexuality. Foucault, “Sex, Power, and the Politics of Identity,” “Friendship as a Way of Life,” “The Gay Science.”
23 Henry James, “The Beast in the Jungle.” Eve Sedgwick, “The Beast in the Closet.” Leo Bersani and Ulysse Dutoit, “The It in the I.”

25 Jean Genet, “What Remains of a Rembrandt…,” Michael Warner, “The Ethics of Sexual Shame.”
30 Roland Barthes, The Pleasure of the Text.
October
2 Roland Barthes, The Pleasure of the Text.   
7 Monique Wittig, “One is Not Born a Woman.” Judith Butler, “Imitation and Gender Insubordination.”  
9 Glamamore, “All is Full of Love,” “If You Don’t Know Me By Now,” “Fake Plastic Trees,” “Lakmé,” “Girl Group Night.” (All on Youtube.)

14 Paris is Burning (dir. Jennie Livingston).
Judith Butler, “Gender is Burning.” Phillip Brian Harper, “ ‘The Subversive Edge’: Paris is Burning, Social Critique, and Subjective Agency.” bell hooks, “Is Paris Burning?”
16 Judith Butler, “Doing Justice to Someone: Sex Reassignment and Allegories of Transsexuality,” Sandy Stone, “The Empire Strikes Back.”  
21 Lee Edelman, “The Future is Kid’s Stuff.”  
23 Looking for Langston (dir. Isaac Julien)

José Esteban Muñoz, “Photographies of Mourning.”  Kaja Silverman, “The Ceremonial Image.”   
28 André Gide, The Immoralist. 

30 Gide, The Immoralist.  Leo Bersani, Homos (selections)
November 

4 Leo Bersani, “Sociability and Cruising.” 
6 Shame (dir. McQueen). Michael Warner and Lauren Berlant, “Sex in Public.” 
11 Sedgwick, “Queer Performativity: Henry James’s The Art of the Novel.” Jose Munoz, “The White To Be Angry.”
13 Leo Bersani, “Is The Rectum a Grave?”

18  Ann Cvetkovich, “Trauma and Touch: Butch-Femme Sexualities.”
20 Blue (dir. Derek Jarman). Text: http://www.evanizer.com/articles/blue.html 

Simon Watney, “Spectacle of AIDS.” Tim Lawrence, “AIDS, The Problem of Representation, and Plurality in Derek Jarman’s Blue.”
25 NO CLASS      

27 BREAK; NO CLASS
December 
2  Queer Photography (in class)

4 Douglas Crimp, “Mourning and Militancy,” Sara Ahmed, “Happiness and Queer Politics.”
9 TBA
