Fall 2014   JAPN 300 Intermediate Japanese

Instructor: Hiroshi Tajima
Instructor: Sachiko Hiramatsu

Office Phone: 401-863-3895
Office Phone: 401-863-2724

Office Location: Gerard House 210
Office Location: Gerard House 306


    54 College Street                              
                 54 College Street
Hours:  M 3:30-4:30; W 3:30-4:30
Hours: 

 Course Description:
JAPN 300 Intermediate Japanese meets five days a week. Students are expected to attend all classes. We will have daily assignments, chapter tests, two essays, two creative writing and four presentations. Films and videos will be shown as supplementary in the second half of the semester to introduce cultural information about contemporary Japanese society.

Prerequisite: 
JA 200 or equivalent

Textbooks 
a. Intermediate Japanese by Akira Miura & Naomi Hanaoka McGloin (required)

b. Intermediate Japanese Work Book by Akira Miura & Naomi Hanaoka 

McGloin (required)

c. Nihongo through Newspaper Articles by Osamu & Nobuko Mizutani (required)

Course Goals:

In this course, it is essential that students increase accuracy in Japanese grammar and develop fluency of spoken Japanese. We will work on improving students’ listening skills and attaining an upper intermediate level of reading and writing skills as well. We will also focus on formal and informal spoken Japanese for various situations, which the majority of college students are likely to encounter when studying or traveling in Japan.  They will learn to manage the following situations: 

1. 
Self- introduction (Introducing yourself)
2. 
Giving information about one’s family and hometown
3. 
Introducing people to friends or teachers 
4. 
Inviting friends to parties, sporting events, movies, etc.

5. 
Ordering food/inviting others (and gracefully picking up the tab, or accepting someone's 
       offer to pay) 

6. 
Accepting invitations to join in extra-curricular activities

7. 
Refusing an invitation without being offensive. 

8. 
Inquiring about advisors and placement tests
9. 
Discussing class workloads with professors

11.
Asking for a favor from a friend or a professor

12.
Handling favors (receiving and doing) with tact.

13.
Seeking advice 

14.
Asking for permission 

Also, JAPN 300 is designed to prepare and equip students to express their thoughts on various topics in spoken and written form. These topics include: 

1. Entertainment and sports

2. Campus life in Japan and America 

3. Food culture including diet and health

4. New trends and problems among Japanese children

5. Education in Japan and United States 

6. Linguistic differences between Japanese and English　 
7. Social networking 

Assignments:

Grammar drills, spoken and reading exercises, short essays, oral presentations. 

Tests:

Kanji and vocabulary quizzes, written tests, mid-term and final exam.

Exams, Quizzes and Homework Policy:

You are expected to take exams on assigned dates and submit all assignments in class on time. The only assignments that will be accepted as online submissions are the online recording assignments. (Students will record an assigned conversation and upload it on CANVAS). There will be NO make-up exams or quizzes unless you have a legitimate excuse with official documentation. You will lose 10 points per day for late homework. If you submit an assignment with a one-day delay you will lose 10 points. A delay of two days will result in the loss of 20 points out of 100 points.

Grading:
Daily Grade (Attendance/Preparation/Participation).......
20%

Essays & Presentations...................................................
20%

Homework .......................................................................
15%

Written tests ....................................................................
30%

Mid term ..........................................................................
5%

Final exam .......................................................................
10%

Daily Grade (scale from 5-0): 

5 ‒ Very well prepared (Smooth reading of text, clear understanding of each 
 
sentence, and active participation in discussion)
4 ‒ Not as prepared as 5 and more active participation needed
3 ‒ Evidently unprepared for class (i.e., unable to read the textbook)
2 ‒ Late for class, unprepared and no participation
0 ‒ Absent 

Attendance:
You are expected to come to class on time everyday. Being late on two occasions or late for more than fifteen minutes on one occasion will be regarded as one absence. More than two unexcused absences will affect your grade and more than three unexcused absence will result in a drop of one letter-grade. You will be excused only when you provide official documentation.

Online Audio:

For access please take the following steps.

 1. www.brown.edu/Departments/LRC/audios/index.shtml

 2. Log in-LRC   

 3. Go to Online Audio 

 4. Click “Japanese”
 5. Click “Formal Expressions for Japanese Interaction”
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