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History 1820 – Syllabus

History 1820




Professor Chudacoff

Semester I, 2014-15
SYLLABUS

DATES OF IMPORTANCE:
October  15-17:  TAKE-HOME MID-TERM EXAMINATION – NO EXCEPTIONS

November 12:  TERM PAPERS DUE – NO EXTENSIONS, NO EXCEPTIONS

December 12-15:  TAKE-HOME FINAL EXAMINATION – NO EXCEPTIONS

REQUIRED BOOKS (on sale at Brown Bookstore)

Howard P. Chudacoff, Judith E. Smith, and Peter C. Baldwin, The Evolution of American Urban Society, 8th edition

Howard P. Chudacoff and Peter C. Baldwin, eds., Major Problems in American Urban and Suburban History, 2nd edition

Keith Baker, Paradise Alley

Stuart Blumin, The Emergence of the Middle Class
Patricia Cline Cohen, The Murder of Helen Jewett
William Cronon, Nature’s Metropolis
David J. Rothman, The Discovery of the Asylum
Mary P. Ryan, Cradle of the Middle Class
COURSE GOALS AND ORGANIZATION

This course examines the urbanization of the early United States by focusing on how American cities were founded and organized, how people adapted to urban life, and how people influenced the course of urbanization. The lectures follow a combined topical and chronological sequence. The readings combine diverse perspectives from primary sources, fiction, and standard historical analysis. The term paper assignment enables the student to undertake an independent research project and develop an in-depth analysis, and the discussions are intended to promote exchange of ideas.

The organization follows a lecture-discussion format, with lectures on Wednesdays and Fridays, and discussions on Mondays (with a few exceptions). Reading assignments are grouped by topic and date, and the lecture topics for each class are listed on the Syllabus. Students are advised to consult the syllabus regularly and are expected to be current with assignments.  In addition to the required books, some readings will be available on Online Course Reserve Access (OCRA – password is Cities 1.)
REQUIREMENTS
1. A Take-Home Mid-Term exam will be distributed at class on Wednesday, October 15. It will consist of one 5-page essay, from a choice of two essay questions, and it will be due Friday, October 17. The exam will cover all readings, lectures, and discussions through October 15. Exceptions to these dates will not be allowed, and late submissions will be penalized. The mid-term will count for approximately 13% of the final grade.

2. A Term Paper of 15-20 pages will be due Wednesday, November 12. The topic will be of the student’s choice, as long as it fits the topical and chronological parameters of the course. Early in the semester, more details on the paper, including suggested topics, will be distributed. Students also will be required to submit a brief description of their topic several weeks before the paper is due so that I can be sure the topic is feasible. A special presentation will be made in class on Monday, October 20 to assist on paper research and preparation. No exceptions will be made to the November 14 due date, and late papers will be penalized. The term paper will count for 40% of the final grade.
3. A Take-Home Final Exam will consist of two 5-page essays, from a choice of four or five essay questions. The questions will be made available Friday, December 14, and the essays will be due Monday, December 15. Both essays will cover readings, lectures, and discussions for the entire course. No exceptions will be allowed, and late submissions will be penalized. The final exam will count for approximately 27% of the final grade.

4. There will be eight Discussion Sections in which active participation is expected. Participation in discussions counts for 20% of the final grade, but a student who is absent from more than two sections will not be able to pass the course.  Make-ups are not allowed.

OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 

Shopping is allowed, and there is no limit on enrollment. 


Audits are welcome.


There is an optional reading period assignment.
OFFICE HOURS

Mondays, 10:30-11:50


Tuesdays, 12:00-1:00



Peter Green House (79 Brown St.), room 302

ASSIGNMENTS AND SCHEDULE (all assigned readings are on reserve)

Part I: URBAN BEGINNINGS – September 3-5
  Readings:

Timothy J. Gilfoyle, “The New Paradigms of Urban History,” in Howard P. Chudacoff and Peter C. Baldwin, eds., Major Problems in American Urban History, 2nd edition, pp. 19-34.

Howard P. Chudacoff, Judith E. Smith, and Peter C. Baldwin, The Evolution of American Urban Society, 8th edition, pp. 1-12.

  Lectures:


Sept. 3:  Introduction: Theory of Urbanization


Sept. 5: The City in History

Part II: FROM COLONIES TO NATION – September 8-26
  Readings:

Chudacoff, Smith, and Baldwin, The Evolution of American Urban Society, pp. 12-32.
Chudacoff and Baldwin, Major Problems, pp. 35-105.

  Lectures:

Sept. 8: Beginnings of Urban Growth in North America


Sept. 10: Colonial Cities


Sept. 12: Colonial Cities


Sept. 15:  Discussion Section


Chudacoff and Baldwin, Major Problems, pp. 35-71.

Sept. 17: Colonial Cities  


Sept. 19: Colonial Cities

Sept. 22: Discussion Section


Chudacoff and Baldwin, Major Problems, pp. 72-105

Sept. 24: Colonial Cities

Sept. 26: Cities in the New Nation
Part III: EXPANSION: ECONOMIC, GEOGRAPHICAL, AND INSTITUIONAL –


September 29 – October 22
  Readings:

Chudacoff, Smith, and Baldwin, The Evolution of American Urban Society, pp. 32-51.

Chudacoff and Baldwin, Major Problems, pp. 106-19 and pp. 134-48.

David J. Rothman, The Discovery of the Asylum (all)

Thomas Bender, “Cityscape and Landscape in America: Frederick Law Olmsted,” in Packet
William Cronon, Nature’s Metropolis, pp. 23-206
  Lectures:


Sept. 29: Westward Movement (No Discussion Section)

Oct. 1: Westward Movement 

Oct. 3: Expansion of Urban Services


Oct. 6: Discussion section
William Cronon, Nature’s Metropolis, pp. 23-206


Oct. 8: Expansion of Urban Services 

Oct. 10:  Expansion of Urban Services

Oct. 13:  NO CLASS 

Oct. 15: Expansion of Urban Services 

(pick up mid-term exam)


Oct. 17:  Expansion of Urban Services


(mid-term due)
Oct. 20: Special class on resources and research for term paper
Oct. 22:  Expansion of Urban Services

Part IV:  ANTEBELLUM URBAN CLASSES AND CULTURES – Oct. 26 – Nov. 12
  Readings:

Chudacoff, Smith, and Baldwin, Evolution of American Urban Society, pp. 52-71.


Patricia Cline Cohen, The Murder of Helen Jewett (all)


Mary P. Ryan, Cradle of the Middle Class (all)

Lectures:
Oct. 24: The City in Early American Thought and Culture

Oct. 27:  Discussion Section

Patricia Cline Cohen, The Murder of Helen Jewett (all)
Oct. 29: The City in Early American Thought and Culture 
Oct. 31: The Transformation of Society in the Jacksonian Era
Nov. 3: Discussion Section

Mary P. Ryan, Cradle of the Middle Class (all)

Nov. 5: The Transformation of Society in the Jacksonian Era 
Nov. 7: The Transformation of Society in the Jacksonian Era


Nov. 10: The Transformation of Society in the Jacksonian Era
Part V: RACE, SLAVERY, AND THE CIVIL WAR – Nov. 14-21



  Readings:


Chudacoff, Smith, and Baldwin, Evolution of American Urban Society, pp. 58-60 and 72-75.

Iver Bernstein, “The New York City Draft Riots,” in OCRA 


Keith Baker, Paradise Alley, pp. 1-353 

Lectures:


Nov. 12: Race and Slavery in the Cities


(term paper due)

Nov. 14: NO CLASS

Nov. 17: Discussion Section


Iver Bernstein, “The New York City Draft Riots,” in OCRA



and 



Keith Baker, Paradise Alley, pp. 1-353


Nov. 19: Race and Slavery in the Cities


    Cities in the Civil War

Part VI:  THE MODERN CITY – Nov. 26–Dec. 7
  Readings:


Chudacoff, Smith, and Baldwin, The Evolution of American Urban Society, pp. 77-87.

Chudacoff and Baldwin, Major Problems, pp. 173-78 and pp. 192-203


Stuart Blumin, The Emergence of the Middle Class (all)
  Lectures:


Nov. 21: Cities and the Civil War

    Birth of the Modern City


Nov. 24: Birth of the Modern City (NO DISCUSSION SECTION)

Nov. 26-28: NO CLASS - THANKSGIVING

Dec. 1:  Discussion Section


Stuart Blumin, The Emergence of the Middle Class

Dec. 3: Birth of the Modern City (NO DISCUSSION SECTION)

Dec. 5: Birth of the Modern City

Optional Reading Period or Vacation assignment: rest of Paradise Alley

Dec. 12-15:  Take-Home Final Exam
