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HI0970-s Syllabus

History 0970-s




Professor Chudacoff

Sports in American History


Semester I, 2014-15
SYLLABUS

REQUIRED BOOKS  on sale at Brown Bookstore

Susan Cayleff, Babe: The Life and Legend of Babe Didrikson Zahariast
Richard O. Davies, Sports in American Life, 2nd edition
James Shulman and William Bowman, The Game of Life

Thomas W. Zeiler, Jackie Robinson and Race in America
OCRA (Online Course Reserve) readings – Password is “Sports”
COURSE GOALS
This course aims to analyze the meaning of sports within the context of American social, economic, and political history. The various aspects of sports are too numerous to be covered in one semester, so assignments and discussions in this course will focus on primarily three overlapping topics: gender, race, and intercollegiate sports. The goal of the course is to encourage students to think historically about how sports relate to other trends and events taking place at the time that certain sporting events and trends were occurring and when certain sports heroes were in the public limelight. Students will be encouraged to think about sports in America beyond what currently is presented on television and on radio talk shows. How did characteristics of American society influence sports? Did sports and/or sports heroes alter American society? What have been the major developments in the roles of women and racial minorities in sports? How have intercollegiate athletics become such a major part of American culture? Have developments in the histories of women’s sports, racial integration in sports, and intercollegiate athletics been completely positive? 
COURSE ORGANIZATION AND REQUIREMENTS
Seminar meetings are scheduled for every Monday, with the exceptions of February 17 ad March 24. There will be a reading assignment for each seminar meeting, and at several seminar meetings a documentary film will be shown. Writing assignments will consist of two major papers plus occasional “reaction” papers to assigned readings. The readings and films will serve as stimuli for the discussions. On February 3, part of the class period will involve a special presentation from the library staff to aid students in research for their paper assignments.
Course requirements consist of the following:

1. ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN DISCUSSIONS. Because this is a seminar course, success depends on the interaction of students with each other. This means that each week, students need to do the assigned readings on time and to come to class prepared to discuss issues raised in the readings and films. Sitting attentively and silently absorbing what is being discussed is not sufficient. Students need to engage with the material and with each other. Therefore, attendance at the weekly seminar meetings is necessary, and participation in discussions will count for 40% of the final grade. A student who misses more than two seminar meetings will not be able to pass the course. There will be no make-ups, including for athletic or other extracurricular absences.
1. FIRST PAPER ASSIGNMENT. The first paper in the course will be due OCTOBER 20.  It will consist of a 6-8 page analysis of the importance to sports history of one notable individual. Each student will be randomly assigned an individual whose career is to be researched. The paper will require that the student organize and present a cogent description of that individual’s contribution to her or his sport. This paper will count for 25% of the final grade.

2. SECOND PAPER ASSIGNMENT. This paper, of 10-12 pages, will be due DECEMBER 1 and will require that each student analyze the career of the individual who was the topic of the first paper in the context of American history. Thus the paper will involve condensing the sports history information from the first paper and expanding the analysis in an attempt to understand the historical influences on the individual and the individual’s influence (if any) on American society. During the final class period on DECEMBER 8, each student will be required to present a brief (5 minute) summary of her or his paper. This paper assignment will count for 35% of the final grade.

The goals of the two paper assignments are

1. To help students refine their research and writing skills.

2. To give students practice and experience in historical analysis.

3. To help students develop skills in presenting concise, cogent oral summaries of their work.
OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
· Due dates for papers are firm. No exceptions or extensions will be granted, and paper submitted late will be penalized..

· My office hours are:

Mondays, 11:00-11:50

Tuesdays, 12:00-1:00 
in Peter Green House, 79 Brown St., room 302
SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS 

September 8 – INTRODUCTION

Reading assignment:


OCRA Reading: 

Allan Guttmann, INTRODUCTORY DEFINITIONS AND PARADIGMS in: A Whole New Ball Game, 1988, p.1-11

Writing assignment: a 1-2 page paper reacting to Guttmann’s definition of “modern sports.”  Do you agree with him?  Can you think of exceptions that might undermine his argument?
September 15 – EARLY AMERICAN SPORTS


Reading: Richard Davies, Sports in American Life, Chapters 1,2,4,5

OCRA Reading:  
Steven A. Riess, “Sport and the Redefinition of American Middle-Class Masculinity, 1840-1900”

September 22 - HEROES AND THE MEDIA

Reading: Davies, Chapters 8,10,1
September 29 – RACE AND POLITICS

Reading: Davies, Chapters 9 and 13

NOTE: From 3:00-4:00, the class will have a special presentation on research skills related to the paper assignments.


Film: “Fists of Freedom: The Story of the ’68 Summer Games” – to be discussed Oct. 15
October 6 – QUESTIONS OF RACE 
Reading: Thomas W. Zeiler, Jackie Robinson and Race in America, pp. 1-130.

OCRA Reading:  


David K. Wiggins, “’Great Speed But Little Stamina,’ The Historical Debate Over Black Athletic Superiority.”
October 13 – NO CLASS (FALL WEEKEND)
OCTOBER 20  – PERSISTENCE OF RACE 

Readings:  Davies, Chapter 14

     Zeiler, pp. 131-147


OCRA Reading:


“Uncle Sam Says,” from Randy Roberts, Joe Louis: Hard Times Man, pp. 198-221.

PAPER #1 DUE
OCTOBER 27 – THE PECULIAR STRUGGLES OF FEMALE ATHLETES

Reading: Davies, Chapter 6

OCRA Readings:

Dudley A. Sargent, “Are Athletics Making Girls Masculine?”
Mary Jo Festle, “Transitional Years: Physical Educators, the State, the Media, and New Opportunities for Athletes, 1955-1967”

Alison Carlson, “Chromosome Count”
Michael Messner, “Separating the Men from the Girls”


Film:  “Dare to Compete”
NOVEMBER 3 – TRANSFORMATIONS IN WOMEN’S SPORTS
Reading: Susan Cayleff, Babe: The Life and Legend of Babe Didrikson Zaharias - all
NOVEMBER 10 – ORIGINS OF INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETICS


Readings: Davies, Chapters 3, 7

Film:  “City Dumps”
NOVEMBER 17 - COLLEGE SPORTS BECOMES BIG-TIME

Reading: Davies, Chapter 11

OCRA Reading: Howard P. Chudacoff, “The Civil Rights Restoration Act and the Enforcement of Title IX”
NOVEMBER 24 – CAUSE AND EFFECT OF TITLE IX


Readings: Davies, Chapter 15
Howard P. Chudacoff, “The Civil Rights Restoration Act and Enforcement of Title IX” (to be distributed)


Film: “Cohen v. Brown University”

DECEMBER 1 – CONTROVERSY OVER CURRENT COLLEGE SPORTS


Reading: James Shulman and William Bowen, The Game of Life, Chapters 1,2,6,7,12,13,14
PAPER #2 DUE

DECEMBER 8 – IN-CLASS ORAL REPORTS ON PAPER #2  
