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Science and Society in Darwin’s England
Preliminary Syllabus

History 0971I is a first year seminar designed to introduce students to the study of history. Specifically, this means that class work will focus on developing the basic skills of historical practice—including analyzing primary sources, understanding secondary sources, writing analytical papers, and orally presenting persuasive arguments. 

The format of the course will be highly unusual. It will be divided into two very different parts. 

The first part will be organized like a traditional history course, with reading assignments designed as an introduction to the period, writing assignments designed to help synthesize those readings, and group presentations that cover topics not explicitly covered in the readings. In all of these different ways the class will be exploring together the world in which Darwin developed his theory of the Origin of Species.  
The second part will follow a curriculum developed at Barnard College called “Reacting to the Past.” In “Reacting” courses, students learn history by re-enacting past events. (To find out more about the series see: http://reacting.barnard.edu/about ) For this course we will re-enact a discussion that took place in Britain’s Royal Society over whether to award Darwin their highest honor, the Copley Medal, in 1863. All of the students in the class will be assigned to roles corresponding to various interests of members of the Royal Society in the mid-nineteenth century. A very few will be assigned specific roles, notably that of Sir Richard Owen, who was a major opponent of Darwinian theory, and that of Thomas Henry Huxley, who was a major supporter. Most will have more free-form assignments representing various groups within English and the Royal Society: e.g. an Anglican Bishop; an Anthropologist, a classicist, a friend of John Stuart Mill . . . With each student working within the social and philosophical position of her/his roles the class will then attempt to come to a decision about whether Darwin deserves the Copley Medal.

FIRST PART OF THE COURSE: 40% of final grade
Reading: The readings for the course are varied; they include easily accessible secondary sources, tightly argued primary sources and much in between. There is no simple formula for the length of the reading assignments—in some weeks there will be more pages assigned than in others. Different lengths of assignment, reflects a commonsensical effort to adjust the number of pages to the density of the reading. Despite my best intentions, there may be disparities in student responses to the reading assignments. Nonetheless, it is critical to success in this class that students carefully read all of the assigned readings before each class. Informed class participation in the first 8 weeks will constitute 10% of the final grade.

Writing: Writing is a skill that is closely tied to reading—a good reader is well on the way to being a good writer. This conviction is reflected in the writing assignments for the first part of the course. For weeks 3, 4, and 5 you will be asked to write a one-page response to the readings for that week. Some of these will be in the form of a focused response to the primary readings for that week; others will take the form of a critique of one of the secondary readings.   

The primary function of these weekly papers is to give you a chance to practice the kind of reading and writing that is central to the practice of history, in a format that is shorter and less time-consuming than full-fledged papers. Each weekly must be handed in; then, the 3 grades will be averaged to form 15% of your final grade. 
Group projects: The students who took the course last year suggested 1) that they would have liked to begin working together before the second half of the class, and 2) there were certain areas in which they felt somewhat unprepared to intelligently engage in the Royal Society discussion. In response to these interests, the class will be divided into three or four groups (depending on class size) to give presentations on 1) gender relations, 2) slavery and race, 3) induction and deduction and (possibly) 4)public health in Victorian England. Participation in this activity will constitute 15% of your final grade.   
SECOND RE_ENACTING PART OF THE COURSE: 50% of the final grade 
Re-enacting may not be a standard part of the historian’s job, but many of the challenges—of understanding the worldview of a historical character, 

of powerfully expressing that worldview through writing and persuasive speaking—are the same. 

Over the course of the re-enactment each student will give at least one formal oral presentation to the group and submit at least one 3-5 page written position paper to the group. In addition s/he will be trying to bring other characters to her/his position, by participating in Royal Society discussions in class, and writing follow-up letters out of class. (These letters will be saved and turned in to the game-master, who is the professor.)
Student roles in the re-enactment are different enough that it is unhelpful to assign a universal weight to each student’s contributions in these various areas. In general, however, written work will constitute 50% of the re-enactment grade; oral participation the other 50%.

SYNTHETIC FINAL PAPER: 10% of the final grade

At the end of the re-enactment each student will submit a five to six page synthetic paper, presenting her/his character’s understanding of Darwin’s theory and its implications, as well as a justification of her/his character’s vote on the Copley medal.  This paper will constitute 10% of the final grade.
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Preliminary Reading List

The following books will be ordered at the bookstore. Please keep me informed if the bookstore runs out of titles or you have other troubles getting the books. 

Appleman ed., Darwin.

Janet Browne, Charles Darwin: Voyaging
Martha Driscoll et al, Charles Darwin, the Copley Medal, and the Rise of Naturalism: 1862-1864.
Laura J. Snyder, The Philosophical Breakfast Club.

Occasional scanned readings will be available on reserve.

Week 1, Sept 1-5: 

Thurs, Sept 4: Introductory

Week 2, Sept 8-12. The World of Darwin’s childhood

Tues, Sept 9: Snyder, 1-43, “Waterworks” “Philosophical Breakfasts”
Thurs, Sept 11: Browne, 1-35 “Bobby” 
Week 3, Sept 15-19: Finding a way


Weekly 1

Tues, Sept 16:  Snyder, 44-93. “Experimental Lives” “Mechanical Toys”


John Herschel, Xeroxed selections

Thurs, Sept 18: Browne, “From Medicine to Seaweeds” 36-88. 

 Lamarck in Appleman, 44-49.

Week 4, Sept 22-26: Cambridge 


Weekly 2

Tuesday, Sept 23: Browne, 89-116


      Paley in Appleman, 41-44.

Thursday, Sept 25: Browne, 117-161. 


      Whewell in Appleman, 57-61. 
Week 5, Sept 29-Oct 3: Into the world


Weekly 3

Tues, Sept 30: Snyder, 94-127 “Dismal Science”

Malthus, Xeroxed selections. 

Thurs, Oct 2: Snyder, 128-157 “The Great Battle”

Week 6, Oct 6-10: New worlds


Race and slavery presentation
Tues, Oct 7—Snyder, 158-88. “Mapping the World”
Browne, 167-233.


Lyell in Appleman, 49-52. 

Thurs, Oct 9-- Browne, 234-254.

Gillian Beer, “Traveling the other way” Xerox

Week 7, Oct 13-17: England Again

Gender presentation

Tues, Oct 14-- Browne, 254-340. 

       Darwin in Appleman, 65-81
Thurs, Oct 16-- Browne, 340-447. “A Theory with which to work”. 


        Malthus, redux
Week 8, Oct 20-24: Evolutionary Theory

Induction and deduction
presentation
Tues, Oct 21: Snyder, 189-220 “A divine programmer” 

Browne, 448-510. (McCaw Cottage to Down; Vestiges to Barnacles)

Thurs, Oct 23: Snyder, [221-47] 248-311. [“Sciences of Shadow and Light”] “Angels and Fairies” “New worlds”
Week 9, Oct 27-31: A new world
Tues, Oct 27: Snyder, 312-368.
Thurs, Oct 30: Browne, 473-543.



Appleman, 82-94.

Week 10, Nov 3-7: On the Origin of Species
Tues, Nov 4:.Reenactment Roles Randomly Assigned 

Reacting to the Past [RP] Pre-Game I

[For more information on this and other RP sessions, see attached scanned Summary Table]

Thurs, Nov 6: Reacting to the Past [RP] Pre-Game II
Week 11, Nov 10-14: Re-enaction
Tues, Nov 11: RP Game Session 1
Thurs, Nov 13: RP Game Session 2
Week 12 Nov 17-21: Reenaction
Tues, Nov 18:  RP Game Session 3
Thurs, Nov 20: RP Game Session 4
Week 13 Nov 24-28: Reenaction
T-giving week

Tuesday, Nov 25: RP Game Session 5
Week 14 Dec 1-5: 


Tues, Dec 2: RP Game Session 6

Thurs, Dec 4: RP Game Session 7
Reading week, Dec 7-11:

Tues, Dec 9: Dinner meeting (if possible, otherwise class time) 
      RP Game Session 8
Due at the time of the regularly scheduled exam: 

Five-six page synthetic paper, justifying justification of your character’s vote on the Copley medal in terms of his [no women in the RS in the 19th century] understanding of Darwin’s theory and its implications. 
