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Brown University

Department of French Studies

French 0400 (Fall 2014)

FR 400 Sec. 1: MWF 10-10:50     J. Walter Wilson 402
          Anne-Gabrielle Roussel
FR 400 Sec. 2: MWF 12-12:50 101 Thayer Street(VGQ 1st fl)116B Yuri Kondratiev
French Instruction at Brown, Intermediate Level (FR300-400-500)
The intermediate level of French at Brown consists of three courses:

-- FR300 is intended for students who have already done one year of French at the university level (with a final grade of a B or C) or who have done two years in High School.

-- FR400 is intended for students who have studied French for 3 years in High School, for 3 semesters at the university level, or for students who received an "A" at the end of FR200 at Brown.

-- FR500 is intended for students who have done four years of French in High School or who have taken FR400 or FR200 accelerated.
Students who are not sure of their level should take the Placement Test on the first few days of class from 9am - 6pm  in room 201, CIT.  Please allow 30 - 45 minutes for each exam; your score will be immediately available, and detailed results will be e-mailed to you automatically. 

2. General objectives of Intermediate French

The primary objective of the intermediate level is mastery of three central functions: questions, description, and narration.  We will practice these functions using a variety of materials and at different levels of complexity.   

These intermediate courses prepare students for advanced courses (FR600, FR 720, 750, 760 and 1000-level).  The intermediate level is designed to provide practice in each of the four skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing--all using a variety of materials and activities.

1. Listening Comprehension:

- course discussions


- two film

- other multi-media materials (songs/television programs…)
2. Speaking:


- conversation (requesting and giving information, expressing opinions, 
narration, presenting an argument)



- oral presentations (introducing a subject, presenting or summarizing a 


document, presenting an argument)


- oral commentary (on a film, painting, article, or event...)

3. Reading Comprehension:


- literary texts 


- newspaper and magazine articles


- cartoons

4. Writing:


- narrative 


- commentary


- summaries

3.
Organization of FR400


There will be three fifty-minute course meetings each week (Monday, Wednesday, and Friday).  In addition, students will meet in small groups (4 to 5 students each) with an undergraduate T.A. for one hour of conversation per week.  This fourth hour will be organized in function of your schedules in order to avoid any possible conflicts.  As with the regular course meetings, attendance is mandatory.  


Class time will be spent on a variety of activities designed to promote proficiency in reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  While some class time will be devoted to grammar and vocabulary drills, special emphasis will be placed on activities that encourage students to use French linguistic structures in contextualized formats (dialogues, role-playing, presentations, small-group discussions, etc.).  In order to maximize the use of class time, you should thoroughly prepare assignments before coming to class.  Thus, for example, you should carefully study grammar explanations, examples and exercises beforehand so that class time may be spent on activities helping you to use and feel comfortable with French structures and vocabulary. 

When studying points of grammar, you should first read the explanation in Coursepack II (Brief French Reference Grammar).  You will then do the appropriate ELFE (online grammar exercises), which are found in the folder marked “ELFE” on the canvas.brown.edu website.  (For many grammar points, you will not need to do all of these exercises, but at least a sampling (8-10) of each one to verify that you fully understand the grammar studied.)   Finally, you will need to be sure to complete the relevant exercises in the coursepack, which will be reviewed in class. Please always bring your coursepack to class with you.  Your instructor may from time to time check to see if you have completed the exercises assigned for any particular day.

4.  Class materials:
Required:

*FR400 coursepack (available at Allegra Copy Center): Part 1
*FR400 coursepack (grammar manual, also available at Allegra): Part 2
*Pierre et Jean (by Guy de Maupassant ; available at Brown Bookstore)
Recommended materials:

*A book of conjugations (such as the Larousse or 500 French Verbs)

*A French-English dictionary (the Robert and Collins is especially good)

5. Course requirements 

--Regular attendance.  Learning a foreign language requires regular practice.  For this reason regular attendance and active participation are required in this course.  No more than three unexcused absences will be allowed.  Beyond this limit, you must present a note from Health Services, a coach, or a dean.  For every unexcused absence beyond the third, your course participation grade will be lowered by a half of a letter grade.  (For instance, 4 unexcused absences would cause a B- to be lowered to a C+; 5 unexcused absences would cause a B- to be lowered to a C, etc.)

-- Late work is not accepted.  Quizzes and exams can be made up only with a note from Health Services, a coach, or a dean.  No late homework assignments (including compositions) will be accepted.  If you plan to be absent, please make arrangements in advance with your instructor for handing in your assignments or ask another student in the class to turn it in for you.

-- The use/consulting of cell phones during class time is strictly forbidden. This is part of the pact you agree to when signing up for this class, non-observance of which will affect grades negatively.  
6. Academic Code
--All work for this course must be your own. Violations of the Academic code are taken very seriously.  It is not permitted to copy material from any other sources, including other students’ work and published materials such as articles, books, or websites of any kind (including online translation sites).  It is also not permissible to have any one else help you with homework assignments or compositions unless you have first asked your instructor (eg. for help from a tutor).

7. Evaluation:
Your final grade will be calculated as follows:


15% Class participation and preparedness, both quantity and quality


30% Oral exams (2)

30% Quizzes (7, of which the worst grade is dropped) 

25 % Homework (4 compositions + 1 class presentation)
Anne-Gabrielle Roussel is the instructor of section 1. Her office hours are Wednesday and Friday 12-1 pm (Rochambeau House) 
(email: anne-gabrielle_roussel@brown.edu)

Yuri Kondratiev is the instructor of section 2 and the course supervisor for FR400. His office hours are Monday 2-4pm (Rochambeau House)

(email: yuri_kondratiev@brown.edu )

