Course Coordinator: Cristina Abbona-Sneider (Cristina_Abbona@brown.edu)

BROWN UNIVERSITY – FALL 2014
ITALIAN 300 – INTERMEDIATE ITALIAN I
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Section 01: Nicole Gercke (MW 12-12:50; T TH 12-12:50)

Section 02: Anna Santucci (MW 1-1:50; T TH 12-12:50)

Section 03: Filomena Fantarella (MW 2-2:50; T TH 2-2:50)

Prerequisite: Italian 200 or placement exam.
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND GOALS
This intermediate course will increase your skill in reading, writing, and speaking Italian; it will introduce new vocabulary and grammar; it will probe more deeply into Italian culture. 

The foundation of this course is the vocabulary and grammar taught in elementary courses. Since we use the communicative approach your instructor will not give extensive grammar explanations in class - you are expected to review this material on your own. Class time will be spent discussing cultural topics and doing activities to put vocabulary and grammar structures into practice. 
We will draw on multiple authentic materials – short stories, songs, newspaper articles, and movies – to place the language in a contemporary cultural context. 
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The course will be conducted entirely in Italian.

 Please respect the Italian-only policy in class !

By the end of the semester you will be able to communicate with greater fluency; you will have acquired a deeper and more sophisticated understanding of Italian culture; you will be able to read and comprehend a wide variety of authentic texts. Compositions will develop and refine your writing skills.

COURSE MATERIALS
	Crescendo, Second Edition (textbook) – F. Italiano- I. Marchegiani (Wiley)

	Crescendo, Second Edition (workbook) F. Italiano- I. Marchegiani (Wiley)

	A good dictionary (like Webster’s New World Italian dictionary)


REQUIRED WORK AND ASSESSMENT

Attendance: Regular attendance in class is required. You are allowed a maximum of three absences during the semester, after which your attendance and participation grade will be lowered. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what we covered and to prepare yourself for the next class.  All students are expected to be on time: repeated lateness will result in an absence (three lates = one absence).

Class participation: Active participation in class is a crucial element of your success in learning Italian. Your participation throughout the semester will be graded on a weekly basis. This grade will be based on: your effort to use Italian in the classroom, your preparation for class, your contribution to a cooperative classroom atmosphere, and the quality and quantity of your participation in class discussions and group activities. 

Homework: Homework will consist of compositions, audio assignments, reading comprehension activities, grammar exercises, and oral assignments. Workbook assignments must be done daily. Late assignments will not be accepted. 

Quizzes and exams: There will be two quizzes mostly focused on the grammar and vocabulary dealt with in class and two cumulative exams that will assess your linguistic abilities and your absorption of cultural material. No make up tests will be given.
Oral exam: There will be an oral exam in which you will discuss and analyze course materials (readings and movies). 

Final essay: The final essay will consist of a longer composition (5 pages). You will demonstrate the writing skills the cultural understanding you have acquired over the course of the semester.

FINAL GRADE BREAKDOWN

Attendance, preparation and active participation             
           
            20% 

Homework (workbook and oral assignments)                         
            10%

Compositions 
            20%         

Exams and quizzes                                                            
            40%

Oral exam 
             5%

Final essay                                                            
             5%    

GRADING SCALE: 

90-100 A

80-89   B

70-79   C

Below 70 NC
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THE CODE OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

The Department of Italian Studies adheres to all university policies and procedures regarding academic integrity (cheating, fabrication, plagiarism, etc.). The work you submit in class is expected to be your own. If you submit work that has been copied without attribution from some published or unpublished source – including the Internet – you will face severe discipline by the university. You may not use electronic translation programs.
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 STUDY ABROAD IN BOLOGNA
Brown University encourages study abroad opportunities for its students. 

For information about the Brown in Bologna program, visit:

http://www.brown.edu/academics/college/special-programs/international-study/programs/brown-0/brown-italy
Have you considered concentrating in Italian Studies? È facilissimo! 

It is quite possible to concentrate in Italian Studies without having studied the language before coming to Brown, although doing so requires an early start. 

For more information, please contact Professor Cristina Abbona-Sneider, Italian Studies Concentration Advisor (Cristina_Abbona@brown.edu).

	3-4
settembre
	Introduzione al corso 
	
	

	8-11 settembre
	Crescendo, Capitolo 1

Conosciamoci meglio
	Ripasso dei nomi e pronomi personali. Ripasso di articoli, aggettivi, presente e verbi riflessivi.


	Scrittura 1 (11 settembre)


	15-18 settembre
	Crescendo, Capitolo 2 

Tanti ricordi del passato
	Ripasso dell’uso del passato prossimo e imperfetto nelle narrazioni


	Riscrittura 1 (18 settembre)
Workbook 1

	22-25 settembre
	Crescendo, Capitolo 2/ii
Cultura: la scuola italiana

FILM: Caterina va in città di P. Virzì (2003)
	Il trapassato prossimo
	Scrittura 2 (25 settembre)



	29 settembre -2 ottobre
	Crescendo, Capitolo 3

Tanti sogni nel cassetto!

Cultura: i giovani e il mondo del lavoro 


	Ripasso del futuro e del condizionale

	Quiz 1 (29 settembre)

Workbook 2

	6-9 ottobre
	Crescendo, Capitolo 4

Tu vuoi far l’americano

Cultura: l’influenza anglo-americana


	Ripasso delle preposizioni e dei pronomi
	Riscrittura 2 (9 ottobre)



	14-16 ottobre
	Crescendo, Capitolo 5. Migrazioni

Cultura: emigrazione e immigrazione
	Ripasso del congiuntivo presente


	Scrittura 3 (16 ottobre)

Workbook 3


	20-23 ottobre
	FILM: Nuovomondo di E. Crialese (2006)


	
	Esame di metà semestre (22-23 ottobre)



	27-30 ottobre
	Crescendo, Capitolo 5/ii

L’Italia multietnica
	Ripasso del congiuntivo passato
	Riscrittura 3 (30 ottobre)

Workbook 4




	3-6 novembre
	Crescendo, Capitolo 6

L’Italia nell’Unione Europea.

Cultura: l’Europa unita nella diversità
	Il congiuntivo imperfetto e trapassato


	Scrittura 4 (6 novembre)
Workbook 5

	10-13 novembre
	Crescendo, Capitolo 7

Le tradizioni e la cultura popolare

Cultura: feste regionali e differenze culturali

	Il periodo ipotetico
	Quiz 2 (10 novembre)

Workbook 6

	17-20 novembre
	FILM: Benvenuti al nord di L. Miniero (2011)


	
	Riscrittura 4 (20 novembre)

	24 e 25 novembre
	Crescendo, Capitolo 8

Mangiare all’italiana

Cultura: le tradizioni culinarie italiane


	
	

	1-4 dicembre


	Crescendo, Capitolo 8/ii 

Mangiare all’italiana

Cultura: lo slow food


	Ripasso
	

	
	
	
	Esame finale: 

8 e 9 dicembre 


(Consegna della scrittura finale: 12 dicembre ore 10
(Esami orali su appuntamento 15-17 dicembre
