SYLLABUS 
ENGL 0118M, section 01
CRN: 15268 
Advanced Creative Nonfiction: Special Delivery: Letters & Diaries 

Spring 2014
D  hour: 11 – 11:50 a.m. M W  F
Location:  J. Walter Wilson 301
Instructor: DeBoer-Langworthy




CDBL@Brown.edu

Course Description 
To write a truly great diary, one should keep its composition secret and should intend no early publication of its contents. If a man is known to be keeping a journal, his friends and acquaintances may play up to it; if he wishes it published in his own time, he must be over-discreet in his entries. – Allan Nevins, introduction to 1952 edition of the diary of George Templeton Strong (1820-1875)
This reading-intensive writing workshop focuses on two forms of lifewriting with a special relationship to time: the diary and the letter. In both cases, the writer can only write of what happened today or give today’s recollection of the past. Readers understand this, and perceive and experience these documents in certain ways and assess them differently from other forms of personal narrative. Even so, everyone feels that he or she knows what a letter is, or how to keep a diary. Upon closer examination, however, these two forms encompass great subtlety and have distinct characteristics as well as challenges. They also maintain special pacts with readers. 
We will study both forms theoretically and practically by reading some exemplars and writing our own. Students will craft short pieces of personal writing, view films, read books and articles, explore archives of letters and diaries for a midterm paper, and create/compile a final paper from the semester’s cumulative work. Requirements include keeping a paper diary throughout the entire semester, submitting “weeklies” to the professor summarizing the past week, a midterm research essay/response paper based on an archival collection, and a final essay or other form of creative nonfiction crafted from one’s own diary. For admission, please submit a hard copy writing sample (any genre—something you enjoyed writing) to the instructor on the first day of class, with your name on every page. Written permission required. S/NC. Enrollment limited to 17.
Objectives
1) To understand these two major literary forms for representing ourselves to others and ourselves.

2) To practice and experiment with those forms.

3) To cultivate writerly habits such as keeping a notebook, maintaining a daily diary, and crafting masterful letters.  

4) To understand the connection of these forms of lifewriting to other forms of narrative and literature.

5) To examine exceptional exemplars in libraries and archives, as well as those reproduced in printed books and online text projects.

Requirements
1) Attendance and participation. Three absences, for any reason, are allowed in a semester. With any more, one is unlikely to receive credit for the course. 
2) Completion of assignments in a timely manner: readings, personal diary,
 “weeklies,” midterm research essay, and final essay.

3) Archiving your diary and weeklies in a durable format.
4) Participation in class discussion, workshopping, and outside events relevant to the course.

5) Maintenance of personal diary/journal; presentation of materials with final paper in a portfolio.

Required Materials

1) Diary—size to fit your needs. Options range from pocket-sized to huge. This will be used for daily personal entries of at least three words, as well as thoughts to yourself and “weeklies” as the semester progresses. Be prepared to read aloud a segment from this paper diary once a week. (You may omit names when reading, if you wish.)
2) Largish notebook—for in-class writing exercises and drafts of longer pieces. Some people combine all these functions into a single notebook. Your choice.
3) Web access to Canvas for course schedule and updates, as well as materials on electronic course reserve.

4) Word-processing capability, to produce midterm and final papers. 

5) Two folders


One for class handouts and assignments

Another for your final portfolio (comprising your diary and final paper)
Put your name on both folders. Use different colors to help you distinguish between them.

Required Readings
Reading in this course differs from reading for a literature or history class. We will spend time with personal narrative documents that may sometimes be boring: someone’s diary or letters. We will encounter letters and diaries as relatively unmediated archival documents, as printed books (“selected” and “edited”), as films, and as new avatars in electronic formats.  

The idea is to learn how to absorb information from these documents and to re-imagine the lives of their authors. Your reactions to these texts will be recorded in your notebook, and these reactions may provide fodder for diary entries or the final epistolary essay. 
Texts 
Coursepack from Allegra

Edel, Leon, Ed. The Diary of Alice James.  Boston: Northeastern University Press, 1999. Introduction by Linda Simon.

Garfield, Simon. To the Letter: A Celebration of the Lost Art of Letter Writing. New York: Gotham, 2013
Additional Activities & film

We will watch the movie, “Wilde,” in preparation for reading his “De Profundis.” Hay staff members will instruct us in how letters and diaries are collected, preserved, and maintained for the use of scholars. The midterm assignment is a research essay/response piece detailing your personal interaction with and response to a collection of letters or diaries held in the John Hay Library. 

Participation

Class members are expected to read the assignments, each other's works, and be prepared to read aloud from their own writing, including a segment of your diary every week, in class. You also are expected to attend classes fully prepared to engage in discussions of an intellectual sort. Class attendance will affect your grade, as will your in-class discussion of readings. 

Guest Scholars & Activities

G. Thomas Couser, professor of English emeritus at Hofstra University, will speak to the class about letters in late September. 

Office Location & Hours 

Location: 322, 70 Brown Street (English Department)

Hours: 2-4 p.m. Wednesday; 3-4:30 p.m. Thursday

Communicating with the Instructor

The Canvas online coursepage will tell you about assignments, any changes in schedule, readings, and outside events. Other communications, including assigned papers, may be left in my box at the English Department (Box 1852). Office phone: 3-3734. Email: CDBL@Brown.edu. No attached electronic documents, please.

� Entry of at least three words every day of semester 





PAGE  
3

                                                                      Syllabus for ENGL 1180M, Letters & Diaries, Spring 2014 


