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SOCIOLOGY 0300C/CRN 25522
THE NATURE OF COMMUNITY:
Space, Place, and Identity
Prof. Ann Dill, Department of Sociology

401 Maxcy Hall

Ann_Dill@brown.edu
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES:


The idea of “community” has become a critical focus of social policy as well as popular critiques of American society.  Claims abound that we have lost a sense of community while pursuing individualistic goals.  Policymakers and government officials argue for a strengthening of community institutions and for using informal, community-based services instead of bureaucratized public forms of support.  Supporters profess that (re-)building communities and their social capital can be a panacea for social woes; critics maintain that this is the latest abdication of governmental responsibility, or worse, a reinforcement of the inequalities that divide us.  


Behind these debates are fundamental questions:  What is a community?  How can it be organized, developed, and nurtured to the best advantage?  What is the relation between a community and the individuals who comprise it?  What is the nature of individual rights and responsibilities in relation to the community?  Of community rights and responsibilities in relation to individuals?  Where are the best balancing points between the two?  How can communities contribute to social justice?  How and why do they impede social justice goals?  How do sources of inequality affect community life, and vice versa?  How do these issues become relevant when considering “community organizing,” “community service,” or “community-based services”?  


This course examines these questions in depth by evaluating diverse views on the nature of “community,” different approaches to building positive communities, and differing opinions on the relationship between the community and the individual.  Concern about the nature and well-being of “community” has been close to the heart of sociology since the discipline emerged at the end of the 19th century, and for this reason analysis along these lines provides a good introduction to the sociological way of thinking.

Two fundamental sociological assumptions will guide this analysis.  The first asserts that it is essential to evaluate social reality on the basis of empirical evidence, guiding research and the examination of experience with sound reasoning as well as valid concepts.  Course readings will therefore center on studies of communities and the processes that affect them.  The second assumption maintains that it is important to look at different levels of any social phenomenon – from that of the behavior of individuals to that of the groups and organizations they belong to, to that of the state and social institutions that guide and regulate society.  To understand “community,” then, it is necessary to look “down” at the individual and interpersonal levels, and “up” at the level of the economy, the state, and social institutions, as well as laterally at the organizations and local lived experience that make up community life.  Lectures and readings will stress this multi-level, contextual perspective.

By participating in this course students will:

· Come to understand the different dimensions of community life
· Comprehend an array of methods and concepts used to study communities 

· Evaluate and re-evaluate their assumptions and opinions on the balance between communities and individuals
· Critically assess diverse perspectives on community development, community organizing, community service, and community-based services

· Examine the relationship between community and social inequality and the community foundations of justice and injustice

· Evaluate and receive feedback on their own experiences within community settings

This course is particularly aimed at those working within community settings, whether those are residential units, student activities, or community-based service programs.  

Course Requirements and Assignments:

Each participant has an obligation to be in attendance, be prepared for and engaged in all dialogue, and meet all deadlines for assignments.

Specific assignments include:

(1) Reading discussion essays:  Questions based on readings will be distributed at three points during the semester.  Two of these sets of questions must be addressed in short (no more than 4 pages) essays that demonstrate explicit use of the readings.  Small groups of students will review and discuss each other’s essays.

(2) Community application exercises and paper:  Students will assess their own experience within a specific community setting through two assignments: first, by writing brief statements addressing weekly prompts, and second, through a term paper focused on the chosen community.  The weekly statements will consist of a few paragraphs, which should demonstrate clear application of points from course material.  These will be graded on a plus/minus basis, with a minimum of 8 required for a passing grade.  The paper (no more than 10 pages) will apply perspectives and concepts from the course to examine an important issue, question, or conflict in a chosen community. Alternative formats (e.g., dramaturgy, poetry/word, action project, video production) may complement but not entirely supplant this paper. Small groups of students will review and discuss each other’s community application project papers.

(3) Group project:  Based on shared interests, teams of students will examine community formation in a particular context.  The topic will be chosen by the group to relate to major perspectives from the course.  Projects will be presented to the class during exam period, accompanied by a brief written summary or other form of documentation.

(4) Participation:  Participation includes being prepared and engaged, listening, and contributing to class discussions.

(5) Reflection essay:  At the beginning of the semester each student will be asked to document her/his own definitions and assumptions about the nature of community, as well as personal objectives for the course.  Each student will then complete a short (no more than 4 page) essay at the end of the course assessing what was learned, how perspectives evolved, and whether goals were accomplished.

A total of 100 points will be distributed over the course assignments as follows:

Readings discussion essays:  Two, 15 points each, Total  30 points

Community application exercises and paper:  30 point (10 for exercises, 20 for paper)
Group project:  30 points (group grade:  15 for product(s), 10 for presentation; individual grade based on group member ratings:  5 points)
Participation:  5 points

Reflection essay:  5 points

Students obtaining more than 90 points total will receive an “A,” those with 80-90 a “B,” those with 70-80 a “C,” and those with less than 70 will not get credit for the course.

TOPICS AND READINGS

(Additions and substitutions may be made at the instructor’s discretion.  Readings from books generally consist of selected chapters or pages.)

Introduction & Week 2:  Why Community:  The Rebirth of Community in America
January 27, February 3

Reflection essay prompt posted; initial essay due 2/3
Week 2, 2/3:  The What and Why of Community

Bacon, J.  2012.  The Art of Community, Second Edition.  Beijing, Cambridge:  O’Reilly.  Chs 1, The Art of Community, and 2, Planning Your Community, pp. 1-70.  Download pdf of the book:  http://ubuntuone.com/0n352YwUjlcFR8PjIELH67
Purchase copy at:  http://shop.oreilly.com/product/0636920021995.do
Clark, S. and Teachout, W.  2012. Slow Democracy, White River Junction, VT:  Chelsea Green Publishing, Part 1, “Slow Democracy:  Why Do We Need It?,” and Ch. Four:  “The Time is Right,” pp. 1-81.
Palmer, P. n.d.  “Community, Conflict, and Ways of Knowing.”  http://www.couragerenewal.org/parker/writings/community-conflict
Putnam, R. D. and Feldstein, L.M.  with Cohen, D. (Eds.) 2003.   Better Together: Restoring the American Community. New York:  Simon & Schuster Paperbacks.  “Introduction;” Ch. 2, “Branch Libraries:  The Heartbeat of the Community;” Ch. 5, “The Tupelo Model:  Building Community First.”
Weeks 3-5:  Space:  The Frontiers of Community Life
Week 3, 2/10:   Boundaries and Barrios:  Defining community

Aponte-Parés, L.  2000. “Appropriating Place in Puerto Rican Barrios. Preserving Contemporary Urban Land​scapes.” In Preserving Cultural Landscapes in America . Edited by Arnold R. Alanen and Robert Z. Melnick. Maryland : John Hopkins University Press, pp.  2000
Aponte-Parés, L.  2001. “Outside/In. Transgressing Queer and Latino Boundaries.” In Mambo Montage: The Latinization of New York . Edited by Arlene Dávila and Agustín Laó. New York : Columbia University Press.  

Bauman, Z.  Community  Seeking Safety in an Insecure World.  Cambridge, UK:  Polity, 2001.  Pp. 1-20.
Blu, K. I. 1996.   “’Where Do You Stay At?’ Home Place and Community among the Lumbee.” In Feld, S. and Basso, K. H. (Eds.), Senses of Place.  Santa Fe:  School of American Research Press, pp. 197-207.
Creed, G. W.  2006. “Reconsidering Community.”  In Creed, G. W. (Ed.), The Seductions of Community  Emancipations, Oppressions, Quandaries.  Santa Fe:  School of American Research Press, pp. 3-22. 
Lees, S. H.  2006.  “Conflicting Concepts of Community:  Diversity and Diaspora in American Suburbs.”  In Creed, G. W. (Ed.), The Seductions of Community  Emancipations, Oppressions, Quandaries.  Santa Fe:  School of American Research Press, pp. 175-198,

Community Application Paper topic description due to Instructor and discussed in class
Long Weekend, 2/15-18

Week 4. 2/24  From space to place in community life

Casey, E.S.  1996.  “How to Get from Space to Place in a Fairly Short Stretch of Time.”  In Feld, S. and Basso, K. H. (Eds.), Senses of Place.  Santa Fe:  School of American Research Press, pp. 13-52.
Mair, H.  2009. “Club Life: Third Place and Shared Leisure in Rural Canada.”  Leisure Sciences, Volume 31, Issue 5 October 2009, pages 450 – 465
Marikar, S. 2013.  “No Tie-Dye Required.”  New York Times, Dec. 13, 2013.
http://mobile.nytimes.com/2013/12/12/fashion/Bay-Area-millenials-intentional-communities-communes.html
Oldenburg, Ray.  1999. The Great Good Place: Cafes, Coffee Shops, Bookstores, Bars, Hair Salons, and Other Hangouts at the Heart of a Community (sections tbd).   Cambridge:  Da Capo Press.
First Reading Discussion Essay Assigned, due 3/3.

Groups formed, complete team contract
Week 5. 3/3:   Beyond space:  building the virtual community

Bacon, J.  2012. The Art of Community, Second Edition.  Beijing, Cambridge:  O’Reilly.  Chs. 4 through 9, pp. 97-310,   Download pdf of the book:  http://ubuntuone.com/0n352YwUjlcFR8PjIELH67
Purchase copy at:  http://shop.oreilly.com/product/0636920021995.do
Gere, C. 2012.  Community without community in digital culture.  London, New York:  Palgrave Macmillan.  Chs. 1, Digitality, and 9, Luther Blissett. 
Perks, M.  2008. “Virtual Communities Versus Political Realities.”  Ch. 8 in Clements, D., Donald, A., Earnshaw, M. and Williams, A. (Eds.), The Future of Community  Reports of a Death Greatly Exaggerated.  London:  Pluto Press, pp. 104-115.  
Examine Web pages and blog from on-line feminist community:

http://www.shakesville.com/2010/01/commenting-policy.html
http://www.shakesville.com/2010/01/feminism-101.html
http://community.feministing.com/
Weeks 6-9: Place:   Positions and social inequalities 
Week 6. 3/10:  The Beloved Community:  Social disparities and social inclusion 
Bacon, J.  2012. The Art of Community, Second Edition.  Beijing, Cambridge:  O’Reilly.  Ch. 11, “Handling Conflict and Relationships,” pp. 367-404.  Download pdf of the book:  http://ubuntuone.com/0n352YwUjlcFR8PjIELH67
Purchase copy at:  http://shop.oreilly.com/product/0636920021995.do
Bauman, Z.  2001. Community  Seeking Safety in an Insecure World.  Cambridge, UK:  Polity, 2001.  Ch. 7, “From Equality to Multiculturalism.”
Clark, S. and Teachout, W.  2012. Slow Democracy,  Ch. Five:  “Cultural Cognition and Slow Democracy,” pp. 82-104.
Davenport, N. 2008. “Minorities, Multiculturalism and the Metropolitan Experience.”  Ch. 9 in Clements, D., Donald, A., Earnshaw, M. and Williams, A. (Eds.), The Future of Community  Reports of a Death Greatly Exaggerated.  London:  Pluto Press, pp. 116-128.

Maxwell, Hazel and Taylor, Tracy. 2010.  “A Culture of Trust: Engaging Muslim Women in Community Sport Organizations.”  European Sport Management Quarterly, Volume 10, Issue 4, September 2010 , pages 465 – 483. 
Obasogie, O.  2010.  “Do Blind People See Race?  Social, Legal and Theoretical Considerations.”  Law and Society Review, 44:585.

Putnam, R. D. and Feldstein, L.M.  with Cohen, D. (Eds.)  2003. Better Together: Restoring the American Community. New York:  Simon & Schuster Paperbacks.  Ch. 10, “UPS:  Diversity and Cohesion,” pp. 206-224.
Groups develop prospectus:  topic, methodology, product; discussed in class, summary to Instructor
Week 7.  3/17:   The vulnerable in the community:  community services and empowerment 
Carling, Paul J. 1995.  Community Living for People with Psychiatric and Developmental Disabilities (sections tbd).  
Eliasoph, N.  2011. Making Volunteers:  Civic life after welfare’s end.  (sections tbd) Princeton:  Princeton University Press.
Erikson, K. 1994.  “Being Homeless,” in  A New Species of Trouble:  Explorations in Disaster, Trauma, and Community.  New York:  W.W. Norton, pp. 158-181.  (sections tbd)

Karp, David A. and Sisson, Gretchen E.  2010.  Voices from the inside:  readings on the experiences of mental illness. Pp. 180-215. New York:  Oxford University Press.
Milofsky, C.  2008. Smallville  Institutionalizing Community in Twenty-First-Century America.  Medford, MA:  Tufts University Press.  Chapter 7, Cooptation of Activist Movements, pp. 123-140.

Rochefort, D.A., Rosenberg, M. and White, D.  1998. “Community as a policy instrument:  A comparative analysis.”  Policy Studies Journal, 26(3):  548-68.
Second Reading Discussion Essay Assigned, due 3/31

Spring Recess:  3/22-30

Week 8.  3/31:  Structuring Volunteerism 
Chen, K. 2009.  Enabling Creative Chaos:  The Organization behind the Burning Man Event.  Introduction, Chs. 4 and 5.  Chicago:  University of Chicago Press.  
Eliasoph, N. 2011.  Making Volunteers:  Civic life after welfare’s end.  (sections tbd) Princeton:  Princeton University Press.
Group “check-in” during class

Weeks 9-11:  Identity:  Community as cultural practice
Week 9, 4/7:  Talking the Talk:  Communication in community life
Bacon, J. 2012. The Art of Community, Second Edition.  Beijing, Cambridge:  O’Reilly.  Ch. 3, Communicating Clearly, pp. 71-96.  Download pdf of the book:  http://ubuntuone.com/0n352YwUjlcFR8PjIELH67
Purchase copy at:  http://shop.oreilly.com/product/0636920021995.do
Johnstone, B. 1990.  Stories, Community, and Place  Narratives from Middle America.  Bloomington:  Indiana University Press.  Chs. 6, “The City that Saved Itself,” and 7, “Talking about Tales,” opp. 109-135.  EBSCO e-book.
Mendoza-Denton, Norma.  2008. Homegirls:  Language and Cultural Practice Among Latina Youth Gangs (New Directions in Ethnography).  (sections tbd)  Maldon, MA:  Blackwell Publishing.
Talarico, R.,  1995. Spreading the Word  Poetry and the Survival of Community in America (sections tbd).  Durham and London:  Duke University Press.
First Draft of Community Application Paper Due
Week 10, 4/14:  Eat, play, sleep:  Embodiment and community
Arai, Susan and Pedlar, Alison.  2003. “Moving beyond individualism in leisure theory: a critical analysis of concepts of community and social engagement.” Leisure Studies, Volume 22, Issue 3, July 2003 , pages 185 – 202

Dunlap, Rudy. 2009. “ Taking Aunt Kathy to Dinner: Family Dinner as a Focal Practice.” Leisure Sciences, Volume 31, Issue 5 October 2009 , pages 417 – 433.
Goldstein, Donna M. 2013.  “Partial Truths, or the Carnivalization of Desire.”  In Laughter out of place  Race, class, violence, and sexuality in a Rio shantytown.  Berkeley:  University fo California Press, pp. 226-258.
Meadows, Robert. 2005.  “The ‘negotiated night’: an embodied conceptual framework for the sociological study of sleep.”  The Sociological Review, Volume 53, Issue 2,  May 2005. 

pages 240–254.
Week 11, 4/21:  Time and time again:  temporal dimensions of community life

Andrews, Cecile. 2006.  Slow is Beautiful: New Visions of Community, Leisure and Joie de Vivre (sections tbd). 
Community Application Papers due 4/21

Group “check-in” during class

Third Reading Discussion Essay Assigned, due 4/28
Weeks 12-13:  Making Change:  Mobilizing, strengthening and (re)building communities

Week 12, 4/28:  Building from Strength
Clark, S. and Teachout, W.  2012. Slow Democracy, Parts III, “A Recipe for Slow Democracy,” and IV, “Reflections on Slow Democracy.”  Pp. 107-204.
Horton, Myles.  1998.  The Long Haul: An Autobiography (sections tbd).  New York:  Teachers College Press.
Kretzmann, John and John L. McKnight, with Sarah Dobrowolski and Deborah Puntenney. 2005.  “Discovering Community Power:  A Guide to Mobilizing Local Assets and Your Organization’s Capacity.”  Found at:

http://www.abcdinstitute.org/docs/kelloggabcd.pdf
Week 13, 5/5:  Change and Resilience
Aldrich, D.P.  2012.  Building Resilience:  Social Capital in Post-Disaster Recovery.  Chicago and London:  University of Chicago Press.  (sections tbd)
Kasinitz, P., Smithsimon, G., and Pok, B. Disaster at the Doorstop:  2005. “Battery Park City and Tribeca Respond to the Events of 9/11.”  In Foner, N. (Ed.), Wounded City:  The Social Impact of 9/11 .  New York:  Russell Sage Foundation, pp. 79-105. 

Loeb, P. R. 2004.  The impossible will take a little while  A citizens guide to hope in a time of fear.  New York:  Basic Books.  EBSCO e-book.  (sections tbd)
Putnam, R. D. and Feldstein, L.M.  with Cohen, D. (Eds.)  2003. Better Together: Restoring the American Community. New York:  Simon & Schuster Paperbacks.  Conclusion, pp. 269-294.

Reflection Essay due 5/5

Group Project Presentations & Products:  To be presented and turned in at the time scheduled for the final exam, 5/9, 9 a.m.
ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE SUMMARY

Reflection Essay:  

· “Pre-class” Essay:  prompt posted after first class; essay due 2/3 in class
· “Post” Essay due 5/5 in class
Readings Discussion Essays:  2 of 3

· Assigned 2/24, due 3/3 in class
· Assigned 3/17, due 3/31 in class
· Assigned 4/21, due 4/28 in class
Community Application Exercises and Paper:

· At least 8 responses to posted prompts due by the class following posting

· Paper:  

· Topic choice summary:  2/10 in class
· First draft of paper:  4/7 in class
· Final paper:  4/21 in class
Group Project:

· Groups formed, complete team contract 2/24 (contract to Instructor by 3/3)
· Groups develop prospectus:  topic, methodology, product; discuss in class 3/10, summary to Instructor by 3/17
· “Check-in” during class 3/31, 4/21
· Presentations and projects due:  5/9, 9 a.m.
