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The City as Modernity: Popular Culture, Mass Consumption and Urban 

                                Entertainment in Nineteenth-Century Paris

Spring 2014                                                                                                   Mary Gluck

Required Books

Charles Baudelaire, Spleen of Paris 
Emile Zola, The Ladies’ Paradise 
Vanessa Schwartz, Spectacular Realities 
Dean de la Motte and Jeannene Pryzblysky eds. Making News

Alain Corbin, Women for Hire: Prostitution and Sexuality in France after 1850
T.J. Clark, The Painting of Modern Life 

Henri Murger, The Bohemians of the Latin Quarter 
General Information 
This is an advanced reading seminar designed with two overarching goals. The first is to introduce students to the cultural concept of modernity, closely associated with the 19th century urban experience and the theoretical writings of Charles Baudelaire and Walter Benjamin.  The second is to explore why the concept of modernity first appeared in mid-nineteenth century Paris, which Walter Benjamin famously dubbed the “Capital of the Nineteenth Century”.  Central to our discussions will be the rise of urban institutions such as the department store, commercial entertainment, the mass circulation newspaper, prostitution, modernism and Bohemia.  We will be particularly concerned with how these social practices were linked to an emerging capitalist market place and the resulting interpenetration between commerce and culture.  We will end the seminar with the question whether modernity in the sense that Walter Benjamin and Charles Baudelaire defined it came to an end with the nineteenth century and, if it did not, how it transformed itself.

Written requirements for the course will consist of 1) two short papers of approximately ten pages, based on topics handed out ahead of time and 2) a take-home examination due at the end of reading week.  Students who have a fluent command of French have the option of writing a research paper instead of the short papers.  The choice of a topic for research will be arrived at in consultation with the instructor.  All the readings are available in the Brown Bookstore and at the Reserve Room of Rockefeller Library.  Readings marked with an asterisk will be available in a separate course packet.       

I  Thurs. Jan. 23              Introduction

II Thurs. Jan. 30             Paris, Capital of the Nineteenth Century

Required:     

*Andrew Hussey, Paris, The Secret History, 209-306. 

*John Jervis, “Street People: The City as Experience, Dream and Nightmare,” in Exploring the Modern,  65-90.

Recommended:

David Harvey, Paris, Capital of Modernity 
Patrice Higonnet, Paris, Capital of the World 
Richard Sennett, The Fall of Public Man 

Walter Benjamin, Arcade Project 

III Thurs. Feb. 6              Tour of Paris Collection in Hay and the Paris Web-Site
IV Thurs. Feb. 13             The Topography of Modernity 

Required:
*Priscilla Parkhurst Ferguson, Paris as Revolution: Writing the 19th-Century City, 1-79.

Recommended:
Marshall Berman, All That is Solid Melts Into Air 

*Walter Benjamin, Arcade Project,   (Sections D and P)

V Thurs. Feb. 20               The Flaneur and the Concept of the Spectacle

Required:
Charles Baudelaire, The Parisian Prowler

*Mary Gluck, “The Flaneur and the Aesthetic Appropriation of Urban Culture in Mid Nineteenth-Century Paris,” in Theory, Culture and Society 

Recommended: 
Keith Tester, ed. The Flaneur 
VI Thurs. Feb. 27             Arcades, Department Stores and Consumption 
Required:

Emile Zola, The Ladies Paradise 
Recommended:

Michael Miller, The Bon Marche: Bourgeois Culture and the Department Store 
Lisa Tiersten, Marianne in the Market 
Geoffrey Crossick and Serge Jaumain eds. Cathedrals of Consumption: The European Department Store, 1850-1939 
Elizabeth Wilson, Adorned in Dreams: Fashion and Modernity 
VII Thurs. March 6               Popular Entertainment

Required:

Vanessa Schwartz, Spectacular Realities (excerpts)

T.J. Clark, “A Bar at the Folies-Bergere” in The Painting of Modern Life, 205-258.

Recommended:
Scott Haine, The World of the Paris Café: Sociability among the French Working Classes 
Gabriel Weisberg, Montmartre and the Making of Mass Culture 
VIII Tues. March 13            The Mass Circulation Newspaper and the Novel 

Required:

Dean de la Motte and Jeannene Pryzblysky, eds. Making News (excerpts)

Recommended:

Honore de Balzac, Lost Illusions 
Honore de Balzac, The Physiology of Marriage 

Judith Wechsler, A Human Comedy
IX Thurs. March 20            Urban Renewal and the Creation of Urban Space 

Required:

T.J. Clark, “The View from Notre-Dame,” in The Painting of Modern Life 23-78.

*Priscilla Parkhurst Ferguson, Paris as Revolution, 115-151.

Recommended:

Walter Benjamin, Arcade Project  (Section E)

Spring Break – Saturday March 22 to Sunday March 30
X Thurs. Apr. 3                 Prostitution

Required: 
Alain Corbin, Women for Hire: Prostitution and Sexuality in France after 1850 (excerpts)

Recommended: 

Walter Benjamin, Arcade Project (Section 0)
Virginia Rounding, Grandes Horizontales: The Lives and Legends of Marie Duplessis, Cora Pearl, La Paiva and La Presidente 
William Peniston, Pederasts and Others: Urban Culture and Sexual Identity in Nineteenth-Century Paris 
Emile Zola, Nana 
XI Thurs. Apr. 10            The Invention of Avant-Garde Art

Required:

T.J. Clark, The Painter of Modern Life (excerpts)

*Charles Baudelaire, “The Painter of Modern Life”

Recommended:

Walter Benjamin, Charles Baudelaire, A Lyric Poet In The Era Of High Capitalism 
XII Thurs. Apr. 17           The Invention of Bohemia 
Required:

Henri Murger, La vie de boheme 

* Elizabeth Wilson, Bohemians, The Glamorous Outcasts (excerpts)
Recommended:

Mary Gluck, Popular Bohemia: Modernism and Urban Culture in Nineteenth-Century Paris 
Jerrold Seigel, Bohemian Paris       

XIII Thurs. Apr. 24          The Reinvention of Modernity in the 20th Century 
Required: 
Peter Wollen, Raiding the Ice Box: Reflections on Twentieth-Century Culture  or

Colin Rhodes, Primitivism and Modern Art 
