PAGE  
5

 History 1210

European Intellectual History:

Discovering the Modern

Fall 2014                                                                                        Prof. Mary Gluck                                                                                    

Required Books:

Lynn Hunt, The Family Romance of the French Revolution 
Edmund Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France

Mary Shelley, Frankenstein

G.F. Hegel, Reason in History
Robert Malthus, Essay on Population 
John Stuart Mill, Autobiography
Charles Dickens, Hard Times
Robert Tucker, The Marx-Engels Reader
Charles Darwin, Autobiography

Lytton Strachey, Eminent Victorians
General Information

This course explores the classic thinkers and formative cultural experiences of European societies in the years between the outbreak of the French Revolution in 1789, and the consolidation of bourgeois society in the late 1860s. Its central and defining theme is Europeans’ traumatic encounter with modernity and attempts to remake their political, social and cultural institutions in “an age of transition.”  The readings are based on primary sources, including works of philosophy, political theory, fiction, poetry and autobiography.  The two lectures on Mondays and Fridays will situate the readings within their intellectual and cultural contexts and will help you understand both their content and their historical significance.  On Fridays, you will be divided into discussion sections, where you will be able to discuss your own views and interpretations of the week’s readings and lectures.  Although the course is challenging, it does not assume prior knowledge of European history.  (If you are not familiar with a specific event or reference in lectures or readings, look it up.)  What the course does assume, however, is engagement, patience, maturity, thoughtfulness and intellectual curiosity. Much of the learning takes place through personal discussions and sections are crucial for the success of the course.  They are an integral component of the learning process that begins with reading, continues trough lectures and ends with sections.  

This is designated as a “Writing” course, which means that special attention will be devoted to helping you craft coherent, analytical and logically argued essays.  There will be no written examination in this course.  Assessment of your performance will be based on four papers and your performance in the discussion sections.  The first two papers will be interpretive essays of roughly ten pages on topics previously handed out in class.  The third paper will take the form of critique of two guest lecturers, who will present their research on two 19th century intellectual figures.  The fourth paper will be a book review of roughly ten pages on one of the books designated as “Secondary Texts” at the end of each week’s reading.  (This will be due at the end of Reading Week on May 6.)  Your final grade in the course will be arrived in the following way:  1) interpretive essays, 25% each 2) critique of guest lecturers, 15% 3) book review 25% 4) class participation 10% 

Please plan carefully for the deadline of papers.  These are not negotiable and extensions or incompletes will be given only in the case of medical or personal emergencies, documented by a doctor’s or a dean’s letter.  All required books are available at the Brown Bookstore or the Rockefeller Library Reserve Room.  The “Secondary Texts” are also available at the Reserve Room.  Readings marked with asterisks are available as a course packet.   I hope you have a great time in this course.
Wed. Jan. 22                                 Introduction
Fri. Jan. 24                                    No class meeting

Mon. Jan. 27                                  Interpreting the French Revolution

Wed. Jan. 29                                  The Crisis of Legitimacy
Fri. Sept. 14                                   Discussion Sections 

Primary Text:
Lynn Hunt, The Family Romance of the French Revolution

Secondary Text:
William Doyle, The French Revolution: A Very Short Introduction
Mon. Feb. 3                                  Edmund Burke and Philosophic Conservatism
Wed. Feb. 5                                  The Invention of the Idea of Culture 

Fri. Feb. 7                                     Discussion Sections

Primary Test: 
Edmund Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France pp.

Secondary Text:
Dennis O’Keeffe, Edmund Burke (e-book)

Mon. Feb. 10                                The Romantic Revolution
Wed. Feb. 12                                The Redemptive Function of Art 
Fri. Feb. 14                                   Discussion Sections

Primary Text:
*William Wordsworth, “Prelude”

Secondary Text:
Romanticism Reconsidered: Selected Papers from the English Institute (e-book)

or 

Paul Cantor, Creature and Creator: Myth-Making and English Romanticism
Feb. 15-18        LONG WEEKEND 
Wed. Feb. 19                              Mary Shelley’s Critique of Romanticism
Fri. Feb. 21                                 Discussion Sections

Primary Text:
Mary Shelley, Frankenstein
Secondary Text:

Betty Bennett, ed. Mary Shelley in Her Time (e-book)

or

Mary Lowe-Evans, Critical Essays on Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley
Mon. Feb. 24                                 Hegelian Metaphysics

Wed. Feb. 26                                 Hegelian Politics                                

Fri. Feb. 28                                    Discussion Sections

Primary Text:
G.F. Hegel, Reason In History

Secondary Text:
Rebecca Comay, Mourning Sickness: Hegel and the French Revolution (e-book)

or

Tony Burns and Ian Fraser, eds. The Hegel-Marx Connection
Mon. March 3                                Marxism as Revolutionary Philosophy

Wed. March 5                                Marxism as Cultural Critique

Fri. March 7                                   Discussion Sections

Primary Text:

Robert Tucker, The Marx-Engels Reader (excerpts)

Secondary Text:

Louis Dupre, Marx’s Social Critique of Culture
Mon. March 10                             Liberalism as a Political Ideology     
Wed. March 12                             The Problem of Political Reform
Fri. March 14                                Discussion Sections

Primary Text:
Thomas Malthus, An Essay on the Principle of Population (Chapters 1, 2, 15-19)
*James Mill, “Essay on Government” in Utilitarian Logic and Politics (on reserve)
Secondary Text:
Alan Kahan, Liberalism in Nineteenth-Century Europe: The Political Culture of Limited Suffrage (e-book)
Mon. March 17                            The Transformation of Utilitarianism: J.-S. Mill
Wed. March 19                            The “Woman Question” in Victorian England
Fri. March 21                               Discussion Sections

Primary Texts:
John Stuart Mill, Autobiography
*John Stuart Mill, “The Subjection of Women” (on reserve)

Secondary Text:
Michelle Perrot, ed., A History of Private Life, Vol. IV, pp. 95-455.

March 22-30          SPRING RECESS 
Mon. March 31                             The Social Question and the Rise of Class Society 
Wed. Apr. 2                                   Henry Mayhew as Social Investigator  
Fri. Apr. 4                                      Discussion Sections

Primary Texts:
Charles Dickens, Hard Times  

*Henry Mayhew, The Unknown Mayhew
Secondary Text:
Seth Koven, Sexual and Social Politics in Victorian London
Mon. Apr. 7                                  Commerce and Culture at Mid-Century

Wed. Apr. 9                                  The Rise of Bohemia 
Fri. Apr. 11                                   Discussion Sections

Primary Text:
*Henri Murger, The Bohemians of the Latin Quarter (Preface)

Secondary Text:
Mary Gluck, Popular Bohemia: Modernism and Urban Culture in Nineteenth-Century Paris
Mon. Apr. 14                               The Scientist as Professional
Wed. Apr. 16                               The Darwinian Revolution 

Fri. Apr. 18                                  Discussion Sections
Primary Text:
Charles Darwin, Autobiography

Secondary Text:

Michael Ruse, Darwinism and Its Discontents
Mon. Apr. 21                                The End of the Age of Transition

Wed. Apr. 23                                The Invention of the Victorian Age
Fri. Apr. 25                                   Discussion Sections

Primary Text:
Lytton Strachey, Eminent Victorians
April 25 to May 6        READING WEEK

