JUDS 0670, War and Peace in the Hebrew Bible and its Environment
Brown University, 

CRN 25653, Spring 2014
Tuesday and Thursday 1:00-2:20 PM
Instructor: Andrea Allgood

Location: Judaic Studies building, 163 George Street, Seminar Room # 206
Office Hours: Wednesday 1:00-2:30; Tuesday and Thursday 11:00-12:30
(or any other mutually convenient time, to be arranged via email)

Phone: 561-632-7511

Email: Andrea_Allgood@brown.edu
Course Description: WAR: What is it good for??
An examination of the role of war and peace in the Hebrew Bible and in the texts and art of ancient Israel’s neighbors. Topics include the part played by divine beings in war and in peace-making; peace treaties; explaining defeat and victory; ideologies of holy war and other types of warfare; the treatment of prisoners, corpses and captured bones; the warrior as masculine ideal and the king as ideal warrior; civil war and coups; allies, vassals and their treaty obligations; ritual dimensions of war and peace (e.g., mourning, animal sacrifice, child sacrifice, divination, memorializing war); visual representations of war as propaganda; the idea of a future, eschatological (end of days) war between the forces of good and the forces of evil. 
No prerequisites! WRIT.

Books for purchase at the bookstore (also on reserve at the library):

New Oxford Annotated Bible (RSV)

Benjamin R. Foster, From Distant Days

Michael D. Coogan and Mark S. Smith, Stories from Ancient Canaan
Mark W. Chavalas, The Ancient Near East: Historical Sources in Translation
Abbreviations and other relevant information:

electronic access—article that can be accessed electronically on the library web page

(through Josiah)

Heb.—Versification in the Hebrew biblical text where the Hebrew text differs from the

 English NRSV, e.g., Ps 89:5-18 (Heb., 6-19)

OCRA—“Online Course Reserves Access.” Choose the “Reserves” link on the left side

of the library web page (under “Quick Links).  Click on “Student Login.”  Type
the password for this course (***) and Log In on the right hand side.
 Abbreviations for biblical books (e.g., Isa = Isaiah; Ps = Psalm[s]): See table of contents,

 New Oxford Annotated Bible

Goals: Students will be exposed to a variety of ancient texts in translation, as well as some of the issues in scholarship about these texts, including:
(1) How can we learn about ancient warfare and peace processes?

(2) How are war and peace represented in the literature and the art of the ancient Near East?

(3) How do history, ritual, religion, and politics intersect in the arenas of war and peace?

Objectives: Upon completion of this course, students should be able to: 

(1)  Demonstrate an understanding of the role of war and peace in the ancient Near East.

(2)  Critically engage in examination of ancient texts in translation, and have the ability to seek out and evaluate secondary scholarly literature on specific topics of interest.

(3)  Articulate their own ideas and arguments through speaking and through writing, and to thus improve their communication skills.

Assessment:  The forms of assessment are designed to help students achieve the course objectives and understand to what extent they have achieved these objectives.  

Assessment Criteria (Course Requirements):
Active participation—10% of final grade.  Participation in class discussion demonstrates not only completion of assigned reading material, but reflection upon the course materials and the willingness to engage critically.  Learning requires effort, and active participation is one way to demonstrate this effort.  
This assessment also helps students hone their analytical skills and improve their ability to articulate their thoughts coherently.  Some ways to demonstrate active participation include reflective responses during class, asking critical questions, and posting to the course discussion board.  You may also be asked to prepare some questions regarding the readings in advance, and to facilitate group discussion during a particular class of their choosing.

Short paper—20% of final grade.  This paper is designed to help students learn to critically examine a specific ancient text.  In this paper, you should provide a close, critical reading of a single textual passage of your choice (e.g., Deut 7:1-6 or 2 Sam 10:1-8).  You may choose either a biblical text or a text from the ancient Near East for this assignment.  The paper should be five (5) pages, double spaced, due in class on March 18th.

Long paper—40% of final grade.  This paper will allow students to delve deeper into a particular issue of the course that has intrigued them.  In this paper, you should compare a single aspect of war (e.g., the treatment of prisoners, rituals of the defeated, or gender and war) as it is represented in biblical texts and in texts from one of Israel’s neighbors (e.g., Assyria, Babylon, Egypt, Damascus, or Moab). You should consult both ancient documents and contemporary scholarship.  Students seeking consultations regarding their topic, and/or seeking direction in finding secondary scholarship are encouraged to meet with me at any point in the semester during office hours.  The paper should be ten (10) pages, double spaced, due in class on April 22nd.  You will present your conclusions to the class in the final week.
NOTE: For both of these papers, polished, penultimate drafts may be submitted for feedback up to one week before the paper is due.
A final, take home exam—30% of final grade.  This exam will ask students to synthesize some aspects of the course and draw connections among different topics discussed.  The exam should be six (6) to eight (8) pages, double spaced in length.  It will be due on May 6th.
Course Policies:

· Missed assignments:

· It is important for students to demonstrate maturity and professional behavior by handing in assigned work on time.  If students find they are unable to do so, they should contact me before the due-date and request an extension.  Late papers (without an extension) will be penalized 5 percentage points from the total value of the paper for every day they are late (approximately ½ a letter grade per day late).  If you miss a deadline due to illness, post-facto confirmation of illness is adequate (prior notification not required).  Requests for extension are not necessarily granted, though I will give all requests due consideration.  Extensive absences or tardiness will be reflected in your final participation grade.
· Special Needs:

· If you have learning disabilities or special needs of any kind please inform me by the second class meeting so that we can make appropriate arrangements for this to be a successful learning experience for you.
· Academic Integrity:

· I trust each student to share his or her own, unique thoughts in this course.  If you use someone else’s ideas, I expect you to cite your references.  You may use MLA, APA or another style in your citations, so long as it is correct and consistently applied.  To learn more about plagiarism and how to avoid it, there is a tutorial at http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/.  To learn about proper citation, please see http://library.williams.edu/citing/styles/mla.php.
· Support Services:

· The Brown University Writing Center is an excellent resource for when you are preparing your final paper.  You may call them at (401) 863-3524 or email them at Writing_Center@brown.edu to schedule an appointment.  They are useful for all stages of paper writing, from organizing to polishing.  Their schedule does fill up, so plan ahead if you are planning to use this service
Course Schedule:
This schedule is subject to change.  If students wish to recommend a change to the schedule, they must do so before the third week of class.  Any changes made to this schedule will be communicated to the students via email and in class. 

Week 1: Introduction to the Course
January 23rd—Syllabus distribution; discussion of syllabus and requirements; questions; introduction to the course and subject.
Week 2: The Role of Divine Beings in War
January 28th—War in heaven: 
Mesopotamian Creation Myth (Enuma elish; Foster, 9-42); 
Baal Myth from Ugarit (Coogan and Smith, 97-153); 
Isa 27:1; Ps 74:12-17; 89:5-18 (Heb. 6-19), 25 (Heb. 26)

Russell T. McCutcheon, “Myth,” in Guide to the Study of Religion (ed. W. Braun and R. T. McCutcheon; 2000), 190-208 (OCRA)
January 30th—War on earth: 
Assyrian king Esarhaddon’s Accession (Chavalas, 353-4); 
Oracle to Esarhaddon from the goddess Ishtar (Foster, 218); 
Deut 20:1-4; 33:1-3; Josh 5:13-15; Judg 4-5 (esp. 5:4-5, 19-21); Ex 14:1-15:21; 
1 Kings 22; Isa 45:1-7, 11-13

Week 3: Explaining Victory and Defeat

February 4th—Victory: 

Yahdun-Lim of Mari (c. 1800 BCE; Chavalas, 96-98);

Ashurbanipal of Assyria vs. Taharqa of Egypt (7th c. BCE; Chavalas, 363-5); 

Tel Dan inscription (Chavalas, 305-7); 

Josh 8; 2 Kings 6-7; Ps 2

February 6th—Defeat: 
The Marduk Prophecy (Chavalas, 168-72)

Josh 7; 1 Sam 4:1-7:1 (the Ark Narrative)

Compare accounts of defeat from another perspective:

The Legend of Naram-Sin (Foster 171-177)

The Tukulti-Ninurta Epic (Foster 178-196)

The Seed of Kingship (Foster 197-201 (focus especially on pages 199-200))

Week 4: Warfare Ideologies
February 11th—Ideologies of Holy War (the ḥerem, or “ban”):
Moabite Stone (Inscription of Mesha, King of Moab; Chavalas, 311-16, esp. lines

11-18; cf. 2 Kings 3) 

Exod 17:8-16; Deut 25:17-19; 1 Sam 15:1-35 (holy war against Amalek)

Deut 20:16-18; Josh 6:1-7:1; 8:24-29 (holy war against the Canaanites)

Deut 13:12-18 (holy war against an internal enemy)

1 Kgs 18, esp. v. 42 (holy war against an external enemy)

February 13th—Types and regulations of warfare:

Deut 20:1-9, 10-15, 19-20; 2 Sam 20:1-22; 2 Kings 3 (regular war against an

external or internal enemy)

Jacob L. Wright, “Warfare and Wanton Destruction: A Reexamination of

Deuteronomy 20:19-20 in Relation to Ancient Siegecraft,” Journal of Biblical

Literature 127 (2008):423-58 (electronic access).***OCRA?

Week 5: Other types of warfare
February 20th—Other Types of Warfare

1 Sam 17; 2 Sam 2:1-32; 2 Sam 23:8-38 (one to one combat; heroes)

Susan Niditch, “The Bardic Tradition of War,” from Niditch, War in the Hebrew

Bible (1993) (OCRA)
Erika Bleibtreu, “Five Ways to Conquer a City,” Biblical Archaeology Review 

Volume 16, No. 03, May/Jun 1990 (electronic access—Josiah allows you to view 

BAR online at their own site through a link)

Week 6: The Treatment of Prisoners, Corpses and Captured Bones

February 25th—Dadusha Stela (c. 1980 BCE, Mesopotamia; Chavalas, 98-102);

Ashurbanipal of Assyria and the Elamites (7th c. BCE; Chavalas, 365, 367-68)

February 27th—Deut 20:10-15; 21:10-14; 
Josh 8:24-29; 8:1-14; 1 Kgs 20:18; Isa 20:1-6 (prisoners) 

1 Sam 31:1-13; 2 Sam 2:1-7; 2 Sam 21:1-14 (corpses, bones)
Week 7: The Warrior as Masculine Ideal and the King as Ideal Warrior
March 4th—Kingly ideal: 
Hammurabi of Babylon (Chavalas, 104); Dadusha (Chavalas, 98-102);

Yahdun-Lim of Mari (Chavalas, 96-98); Sargon II of Assyria (Chavalas, 340); Ashurbanipal (Chavalas, 363); Saul and Jonathan (2 Sam 1:17-26, David’s Lament)

March 6th—The (enemy) king who fails to live up to the ideal: 
Marduk-apla-iddina (of Babylon) according to Sargon II of Assyria (Chavalas,

340-41); Marduk-apla-iddina (Babylon) and Umanmenanu of Elam according to

Sennacherib of Assyria (c. 700; Chavalas, 342-49)

Cynthia R. Chapman, “Without Rival: The Royal; Performance of Masculinity in 

Assyrian Royal Inscriptions and Palace Reliefs,” in The Gendered Language of Warfare in the Israelite-Assyrian Encounter (2004), 20-59 (OCRA)
Week 8: Civil War and Coups
March 11th—Apology of Hattushili III of Hatti, usurper (13th c. BCE, Hittite; Chavalas,

266-69)

Ashurbanipal of Assyria vs. his brother Shamash-shum-ukin (Chavalas, 365-66)

1 Sam 16:14-2 Sam 5 (“History of David’s Rise” or “Apology of David”)
March 13th—2 Sam 15-19 (Absalom’s revolt against David)

1 Kings 16:1-23 (Zimri’s coup & Omri’s rise)

2 Kings 9-10 (Jehu’s coup)
Week 9: Allies, Vassals and their Treaty Obligations
March 18th—Treaty of Ramses II (Egypt) and Hattushili III (Hatti) (Chavalas, 244-7)

Treaty of KTK and Arpad (Chavalas, 299-305)

Succession Treaty of Esarhaddon of Assyria (Chavalas, 352, 355-6)
March 20th—2 Sam 10 (diplomatic mourning); 2 Sam 8 (David’s conquests); 
1 Kings 5:1-12 (Hiram of Tyre, Solomon’s ally); 
1 Kings 22:1-40 (on vassalage)

Compare Deut 5:1-32 (treaty between Yhwh and Israel)
Short Paper Due.
Week 10: NO CLASS—Spring Break
March 25th and 27th—Have fun! (
Week 11: Ritual Dimensions of War and Peace—3
April 1st—Zakkur Inscription (prayer, divination, oracles; Chavalas, 307-11)
Esarhaddon’s Accession (prayer, calamity mourning, oracles; Chavalas, 353-4)
1 Sam 14:24-46 (oaths, animal sacrifice, divination [Urim/Tumim])

1 Sam 28:3-25 (divination by dreams, Urim, prophets, mediums)

2 Kings 3 (child sacrifice)
April 3rd—2 Sam 1:1-27 (an elegy for dead warriors: Saul and Jonathan)

2 Sam 10 (manipulation of diplomatic mourning rites to incite war)

2 Sam 16:5-13 (calamity and petitionary mourning: David as refugee)

2 Sam 19:1-8 (personal vs. corporate obligations: David’s mourning for Absalom)
Num 16 (esp. verses 36-40) (memorializing war)
Week 12: Theorizing Ritual Violence and the Images of War as Propaganda

April 8th—Theorizing Ritual Violence:

Saul M. Olyan, “Theorizing Violence in Biblical Ritual Contexts: The Case of 
Mourning Rites,” in Social Theory and the Study of Israelite Religion (ed. Olyan; 2012), 169-80 (OCRA)

Saul M. Olyan, “The Instrumental Dimensions of Ritual Violence Against Corpses in Biblical Texts,” unpublished manuscript (OCRA)

2 Sam 10:1-5 (powers at peace, then war); 1 Kgs 18 (Ahab and Ben Hadad of Damascus negotiating peace)

April 10th—Visual Representations of War as Propagand
Balawat Gates of Shalmaneser III (Balawat, Assyria, mid 9th c.)

Tiglath-Pileser III attack on city (Nimrud, Central Palace, 3rd quarter of the 8th c.)

Siege of Lachish (Judah) by Sennacherib (Nineveh, 701; ANEP )

Stela of Esarhaddon and two Royal captives (Zinjirli, 7th c.; ANEP 447)

Til Tuba battle reliefs of Ashurbanipal (Nineveh, Southwest Palace, c. 660-50)

Week 13: The Idea of a Future, Eschatological War between the Forces of Good and the Forces of Evil

April 15th—Ezek 38-39 (Yhwh’s battle with Gog of Magog)

The War Between the Children of Light and the Children of Darkness (The War 
Scroll from Qumran, by the Dead Sea) (OCRA)
April 17th—1 Thess, 2 Thess

Rev 12, 20-21

Week 14: Presentations and Wrap Up

April 22nd—Presentation of Paper
Please remember to bring any materials you wish to hand out.  If you need copies made, email me the materials and I will make copies for the class.

Longer Paper Due.
April 24th—Wrap up.  Final Exam handed out.
Week 15:  NO CLASS—Reading Period

May 6th—Final exams due—must be emailed to me by 2:20pm.
