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Timothy Bewes

ENGL 0760O: The Terrible Century
Spring 2014
Thursday 4.00-6.20 pm, Arnold Lounge, Keeney Quad (11 Benevolent Street)

Office hours: Monday 2.00-3.30 pm
Description
Although the term “terrorism” was coined in the 18th century, and although its cultural resonance has reached an unprecedented pitch in the years since September 11, 2001, nevertheless the truly terrible century was arguably the 20th. This course introduces the field of 20th-century and contemporary literature in English through a historical and philosophical examination of terror and terrorism. We will discuss several specific historical contexts, including British colonialism in Ireland and Africa; South African apartheid; and America post 9/11. Our focus throughout will be on the formation and function of the concept of terrorism, as apparent in the distinction between justified and unjustified (permissible and impermissible) violence – that is to say, the distinction between war and terror. What can the treatment of terrorism in literature teach us about both the substantiality of the concept of terror and the nature of literary discourse? Our hypothesis will be that the stable definitions of terror and terrorism we see operating in the political sphere are incompatible with the kind of meaning-making that is specific to works of literature. Readings include Joseph Conrad, Elizabeth Bowen, Nadine Gordimer, J. M. Coetzee, Adam Foulds, Jess Walter, Mohsin Hamid, James Kelman and Dominco Starnone.
Requirements
Class participation (including presentation): 20%; midterm paper: 40% (due Friday March 22, 12 noon); Final paper: 40% (due Friday May 3, 5 pm).

Required Texts

Joseph Conrad, The Secret Agent (1907)
Elizabeth Bowen, The Last September (1929)
Nadine Gordimer, My Son’s Story (1990)
J. M. Coetzee, The Master of Petersburg (1994)

Adam Foulds, The Broken Word (2008)
James Kelman, Translated Accounts (2004)
Mohsin Hamid, The Reluctant Fundamentalist (2007)
Jess Walter, The Zero (2007)

Domenico Starnone, First Execution (2007)

Talal Asad, On Suicide Bombing (2007)

Coursepacket, available at Allegra Print and Imaging, on the first floor at the corner of Waterman and Thayer streets.
Suggested Viewing

Homeland (HBO TV series)

Zero Dark Thirty (dir. Katherine Bigelow), USA, 2012

Syllabus
January

Thur 23: Introduction

Context 1: British Colonialism

Thur 30: Joseph Conrad, The Secret Agent/1 (chapters I-VIII, pp. 39-164)
Supplementary Reading: Talal Asad, On Suicide Bombing, Introduction (pp. 1-8); pp. 15-29; Irving Howe, from “Conrad: Order and Anarchy”; Terry Eagleton, from “The Living Dead”; J. A. Cuddon, entry for “irony” in A Dictionary of Literary Terms
February

Thur 6: Joseph Conrad, The Secret Agent/2 (chapters IX-XIII, pp. 164-253)

Supplementary Reading: Michel Foucault, from “The Confession of the Flesh” in Power/Knowledge; Jacques Rancière, “Prisoners of the Infinite”; Judith Shulevitz, “Chasing After Conrad’s Secret Agent’ (Slate magazine); Mikhail Bakhtin, from “Heteroglossia in the Novel,” pp. 301-302
Thur 13: Elizabeth Bowen, The Last September 
Supplementary Reading: Jed Esty, “Virgins of Empire: The Last September and the Antidevelopment Plot,” Modern Fiction Studies Vol. 53, No. 2 (Summer 2007), pp. 257-75; Shlomith Rimmon-Kenan, “Narration: Speech Representation,” Narrative Fiction: Contemporary Poetics, London: Routledge, 1983, pp. 106-116.

16-19  Long Weekend: No University Exercises.

Thur 20: Adam Foulds, The Broken Word
Supplementary Reading: Mikhail Bakhtin, The Dialogic Imagination, pp. 285-88; David Anderson, Histories of the Hanged, pp. 125-32 (“Death at Lari”); Caroline Elkins, Imperial Reckoning pp. 62-72 (“Screening”); Gérard Genette, “Perspective,” Narrative Discourse, pp. 185-198

Context 2: South Africa and Apartheid

Thur 27: Nadine Gordimer, My Son’s Story
Supplementary Reading: Nadine Gordimer, “Testament of the Word”

March

Thur 6: J. M. Coetzee, The Master of Petersburg
Supplementary Reading: Mikhail Bakhtin, from “The Hero, and the Position of the Author with Regard to the Hero, in Dostoevsky’s Art,” pp. 47-52; Talal Asad, from On Suicide Bombing, pp. 39-45 
Mon 10: Midterm paper due
Context 3: America After 9/11

Thur 20: Mohsin Hamid, The Reluctant Fundamentalist (2007)

Supplementary Reading: Claire Chambers, “Mohsin Hamid” (interview); Anna Hartnell, “Moving Through America: Race, Place and Resistance in Mohsin Hamid’s The Reluctant Fundamentalist”; Albert Camus, from The Fall; Jean Baudrillard, from The Spirit of Terrorism and Other Essays, London: Verso, 2002; Amira Baraka, “Somebody Blew Up America”
Spring Recess: March 22-30
April

Thur 3: Jess Walter, The Zero (2007)


Supplementary Reading: Marc Redfield, “The Sovereignty of the Terrorist,” in The Rhetoric of Terror, New York: Fordham University Press, 2009, pp. 49-61.
Richard Gray “Open Doors, Closed Minds: American Prose Writing at a Time of Crisis,” American Literary History, Volume 21, Number 1, Spring 2009, pp. 128-148; Michael Rothberg, “A Failure of the Imagination: Diagnosing the Post-9/11 Novel: A Response to Richard Gray,” American Literary History, Volume 21, Number 1, Spring 2009, pp. 152-158; Trevor Aaronson, “The Informants,” Mother Jones, September/October 2011 (http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2011/08/fbi-terrorist-informants); Jill Lepore, “The Dark Ages: Terrorism, Counterterrorism, and the Law of Torment,” The New Yorker, March 18, 2013, pp. 28-32 
Thur 10: No class: Rancière and Bela Tarr event on campus


Thur 17: James Kelman, Translated Accounts

Aman Sethi, “French troops deployed as Mali slips into chaos,” The Hindu, January 14, 2013 

Peter Boxall, “James Kelman’s Later Novels,” Edinburgh Companion to James Kelman, ed. Scott Hames, pp. 31-41; Kieron Smith, Boy, pp. 217-20; Kirsty McNeill, Interview with James Kelman, pp. 4-5; Suzanne Keen, “Plot and Causation: Related Events” in Narrative Form, Palgrave Macmillan, 2003, pp. 73-87; D. A. Miller, Jane Austen, or The Secret of Style (1st para);
Thur 24: Domenico Starnone, First Execution
Supplementary Reading: Alain Robbe-Grillet, “Time and Description in Fiction Today,” For a New Novel: Essays on Fiction, trans. Richard Howard, Salem: Ayer Co., pp. 143-56
Reading period: April 25-May 6
May

Mon 5: Final paper due 

