HI1630 Sec. 01, Spring 2014

T/TH 2:30-3:50

Location: Bio Med Center B13
Modern Latin America 
Dr. James N. Green 
Office Hours: Sharpe House, 130 Angell St., 104, T 1:00-2:00

401-863-1394
Watson Institute, 111 Thayer Street, 307, Th 9:00-11:00

Email: James_Green@brown.edu
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This course offers an introduction to the history of Latin America and the Caribbean from the late colonial period to the twenty-first century. We will pay particular attention to various forms of uprisings, rebellions, reform movements, and revolutions over the last two centuries. Students will become familiar with political, economic, social, and cultural conditions that have produced conflict, change, and continuity in Latin America and the Caribbean over the last two hundred years.
COURSE GOALS:

· To expand students’ knowledge of the historical processes that have taken place in Latin America and the Caribbean over the course of the last two centuries
· To strengthen students’ reading and analytical skills through the introduction of historical monographs by leading scholars of Latin America and the Caribbean on diverse topics
· To encourage students’ creativity in writing critical and analytical essays based on primary sources, films, and historical works
· To foster students’ ability to express their ideas in small-groups settings
· To promote collaborative learning experiences through group projects designed to produce new pedagogical vehicles through collective educational endeavors
REQUIRED TEXTBOOK:

MLA= Thomas E. Skidmore, Peter H. Smith, and James N. Green, Modern Latin America, 8th edition. New York: Oxford University Press, 2013.

This textbook will serve as a framework and guide for your learning more about Latin America and the Caribbean. Since we are dealing with twenty countries that have complex national histories over the course of two centuries, I do not expect you to absorb all of the information contained in this comprehensive study. You should approach the book as an entrance point into a country or region and refer to it throughout the semester when we touch on a country at a given historical moment.

ASSIGNED DOCUMENTS: 

Documents assigned for this class at the MLA Website: http://library.brown.edu/modernlatinamerica/
REQUIRED READINGS:

The following monographs are obligatory reading for this course. We will discuss them in sections. You must have read the book prior to the section. I have listed them in the order that we will discuss them.
Lasso, Marixa. Myths of Harmony: Race and Republicanism during the Age of Revolution, Colombia 1795-1831. Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 2007.

Pérez Jr., Louis A. The War of 1898: The United States & Cuba in History & Historiography Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1998.

Benjamin, Thomas. La Revolución: Mexico’s Great Revolution as Memory, Myth & History Austin: University of Texas Press, 2000.
Farber, Samuel, The Origins of the Cuban Revolution Reconsidered. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2006.
Sattamini, Lina Penna. A Mother’s Cry: A Memoir of Politics, Prison, and Torture under the Brazilian Military Dictatorship, translated by Rex P. Nielson and James N. Green, with introduction by James N. Green. Durham: Duke University Press, 2010.
Grandin, Greg.  Empire’s Workshop: Latin America, the United States, and the Rise of the New Imperialism. New York: Metropolitan Books, 2006.
This is a Writing-designated (WRIT) course. Writ courses provide students with feedback about their writing and opportunities to apply that feedback on the same assignment or when completing writing assignments later in the course. 
COURSE SCHEDULE:

Week #1

An Introduction to the Course
Thurs., Jan. 23
Lecture #1: Reform, Revolution, and the Dynamics of Political and Economic Transformations
Week #2

Revolution, National Liberation, or Independence?
Tues., Jan. 28

Lecture #2: Colonial Legacy


Reading:



MLA: Chapter 1, Introduction, pp. 3-15. 


Thurs., Jan. 30 
Lecture #3: The Varied Paths to Independence 



Reading:



MLA: Chapter 2, Colonial Foundations, pp. 16-44. 



Primary Documents: 

· Document #1: “Letter from Jamaica,” (MLA Website, Doc. 1, Chap. 2). 



Map Quiz
Week #3

Caudillos, Conflicts, and Consolidation
Tues., Feb. 4

Lecture #4: The Consolidation of States, 1820s-1870s



Reading:



MLA: Chapter 7, Columbia, pp. 184-89. 



MLA: Chapter 8, Venezuela, pp. 212-16. 



MLA: Chapter 9, Argentina, pp. 236-39.



Thus., Feb. 6

Discussion Section #1




Reading (completed prior to section):



Lasso, Marixa. Myths of Harmony (entire book)

Week #4

Order and Progress
Tues., Feb. 11

Lecture #5: Liberalism, Conservatives, Race, and Gender



Reading:

MLA: Chapter 3, Mexico: pp. 47-53.

Chapter 6, Andes: pp. 142-46, pp. 155-57.

Chapter 11, Brazil: pp. 296-311. 

Primary Documents:

· Document #2: “Monroe Document,” (MLA Website Doc. 37, Chap. 15)

· Document #3: “On slavery in Brazil” (MLA Website Doc. 31, Chap. 11)
Thurs., Feb. 13
Lecture #6: Nation Building, International Market, and the Rise of U.S. Imperialism
Paper #1 on Nineteenth-Century Latin America due at beginning of class
Week #5

The “American Century”
Tues., Feb. 18

No classes

Thurs. Feb. 20
Discussion Section #2 
Reading (completed prior to section)

Pérez, The War of 1898 (entire book)

MLA Website: 

· Document #4: The Roosevelt Corollary,” (MLA Website, Doc. 39, Chap. 15)
Week #6

Revolutionaries and Revolutions
Tues., Feb. 25
Lecture #7: Anarchists, Socialists, and Nationalism
One-page film reflection #1 due (see MyCourse for film selections)
Thurs., Feb. 27 
Lecture #8: Mexico in Flames, 1910-1917



Reading:
MLA: Chapter 3, Mexico: pp. 53-62.

Primary Documents

· Document #5: “Plan de Ayala,” (MLA Website, Doc. 6, Chap. 3)

· Document #6: “Speech to the Nation,” (MLA Website, Doc. 7, Chap. 3)
Week #7

Radicals, Nationalists, and Populists
Tues., Mar. 4
Lecture #9: The Great Depression, Import Substitution, and Early Populism

Reading:

MLA: Chapter 11, Brazil, pp. 311-19.

MLA: Chapter 12, Strategies for Economic Development, pp. 343-54. 
Thurs., Mar. 6
Discussion Section #3
Reading: (Completed prior to the section)
Benjamin, La Revolución (entire book)
Week #8

Nationalism and Populism in Power
Tues., Mar. 11
MID-TERM (through all material assigned for March 6th)
Thurs., Mar. 13
Lecture #10: Argentina, Péron, and the Bolivian Revolution

Reading:

MLA: Chapter 6, The Andes, pp. 155-62; 166-71.

MLA: Chapter 9, Argentina, pp. 240-54.

Primary Documents:

· Document # 7, “What is Peronism?” and “The Twenty Truths of Peronist Justicialism,” (MLA Website, Doc. 24, Chap. 9).
Week #9

Revolution in the United States’ “Backyard”
Tues., Mar. 18
Lecture #11: The Cuban Revolution 



Reading:



MLA: Chapter 5: Cuba, pp. 112-37. 

Primary Documents:

· Document #8, “History Will Absolve Us,” (MLA Website, Doc. 15. Chap. 5)

Thurs., Mar. 20
Discussion #4

Reading: (Completed prior to the section)
Farber, The Cuban Revolution Reconsidered (entire book)
Week #10

The United States and the Cold War in Latin America
Tues., Apr. 1

Lecture #12: Kennedy, The Alliance for Progress, Modernization, and Development

Reading:

MLA: Chapter 15, The United States in the World Arena, pp.431-57. 

Primary Documents:

· Document #9: “Address at the White House,” (MLA Website, Doc. 41, Chap. 15)

· Document #10: “Outgoing Telegram Department of State to Ambassador Lincoln Gordon,” (MLA Website, Doc. 32, Chap. 11). 

Thurs., Apr. 3

Lecture #13: Chile and the Peaceful Road to Socialism 
Reading:


MLA: Chapter 10, Chile: pp. 268-90.


Primary Documents: 
· Document #11: “Last Speech,” (MLA Website, Doc. 28, Chap. 10)

Week #11

Revolution and Repression
Tues., Apr. 8
Lecture #14: The National Security State
Reading:

MLA: Chapter 13: The Dynamics of Political Transformation, p. 370-84. 

MLA: Chapter 11: Brazil, pp. 319-33. 

Primary Documents: 

· Document #12: “Military Decrees on Seizing Power,” (MLA Website, Doc. 29, Chap. 10)
Thurs., Apr. 12
Brazil: From Dictatorship to Democracy Conference 

Sattamini, Lina Penna. A Mother’s Cry (entire book)

Week #12
The Central American Revolution and the End of the Cold War
Tues., Apr. 15

Lecture #15: Revolution in the Isthmus 




Reading:




MLA: Chapter 4, Central America and the Caribbean, pp. 79-108.




Primary Documents:

· Document #13: “The Shark and the Sardines,” (MLA Website, Doc. 9, Chap. 4)

· Document #14: “Rioberta Menchu’s Acceptance and Nobel Lecture,”  Doc. 10, Chap. 4)
Thurs., Apr. 17
Lecture #16: The End of the Cold War and the Washington Consensus
Paper #2 Due. Please email it to Green or to T.A.
Week #13

Readjustments, Realignments, and Reassessments of the Past
Tues. Apr. 22

Lecture #17: Neo-liberal Policies and Globalization



Reading:
Chapter 7: Colombia, pp. 190-211. 

Primary Documents:

· Document #15: “Press Release from the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Columbia,” (MLA Website, Doc. 20, Chap. 7)
· Document #16: “Statement by Humberto de la Calle,” (MLA Website, Doc. 21, Chap. 7).
Thurs., Apr. 24
Discussion #6: 




Reading: (Completed prior to section)
Empire’s Workshop (entire book)
Week #14

The Rise of the New Left and the Consolidation of Social Democracy

Tues., April 29
Lecture #18: Hugo Chávez and the “Pink Tide”




Reading:



MLA: Chapter 6, Bolivia, pp. 171-79.

MLA: Chapter 8, Venezuela, pp. 222-235. 




MLA: Chapter 11, Brazil, pp. 329-40. 




Second one-page film reflection due (See Canvas list for film options).
Week #15



Tues., May 6

Paper #3 Due
 

Thurs., May 8
Final Exam

9:00-12:00
COURSE ASSIGNMENTS AND EVALUATION:

Evaluation:
15% Map quiz, section quiz, class attendance, film reflections, participation in section discussion
10% Attendance and reflection paper at an event at Brown on Latin America and the Caribbean

15% In-class Mid-term exam

15% Paper on long nineteenth century

15% Paper on A Mother’s Cry and the conference: Brazil: From Dictatorship to Democracy
15% Paper on the twentieth century

15% In-class Final exam

Assignments:

1. Map quiz, section quiz, class attendance, one-page film reflections, and participation in the discussion section (15% of the final grade).
On Thursday, Jan. 30, you will have a pass-fail map quiz on the map material handed out in the first two lectures. You will need to be able to identify countries and name their capitals, as well as significant rivers, mountain ranges, etc. We will review the map in class prior to the quiz. You will also have at least one section quiz in your section discussion sessions based on the reading. (You must always come prepared for the section discussion.) In addition, you will be required to view two films on Latin America outside of the classroom and write a one-page reflection on each of the films that will be graded pass-fail. These films will be on the course website for viewing. I expect you to attend all lectures and participate actively in section discussions.
2. Attendance and Two-page reflection paper on event about Latin America at Brown.

You must attend an event sponsored by the Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies (or an event that is approved by Prof. Green) about Latin American and write a two-page reflection on the content of the event. Attending a Friday or Saturday session of the International Conference, Brazil: From Dictatorship to Democracy will count.

3. Mid-term (15% of the final grade).

You will have an in-class mid-term exam covering all of the material and lectures from the beginning of the semester through the materials assigned up until March 6th. The exam will consist of two essay questions from among a greater selection and five short identifications from a selection of eight.
4. Paper #1 on the “long nineteenth century” (15% of the final grade).  (This period ranges from the paths to independence through the early twentieth century). You will have three options for this paper. You may choose from:
A. Travelers’ Accounts of Latin America (five pages)

You will write a five-page essay about an outsider’s view of Latin America or the Caribbean. You will select and read a travelogue or travel narrative by someone who traveled to Mexico, Central America, South America, or the Caribbean in the nineteenth or early twentieth century. Your essay should critically assess the tone, style, content, and perspectives of the traveler’s account. It should not be a summary of the text, but rather a thoughtful analysis. It should include a brief biography or background information about the author, gleaned from the introduction or another source. For examples of essays, see the Latin American Travelogues Project, a Brown Faculty Digital Initiative. http://dl.lib.brown.edu/travelogues/  

You can find different travel accounts by searching under the Library of Congress subject headings, ie.:

· Brazil—Description and travel

· Buenos Aires (Argentina)—Description and travel

· Cuba—Social life and customs

· Travelers—Chile--Diaries
The paper should be five pages, double-spaced, 12 pt. font, 1” margins, with an appropriate original title, page numbers, citations, and references. (If the format is incorrect, you will not receive an “A.”)
B. Analysis of a document, primary source, or monograph about the “long nineteenth century.”

You may (1) choose one of the selections (documents, speeches, etc.) from the Modern Latin American website for the “long nineteenth century,” from Problems in Modern Latin American History, which is on reserve in the library, or from another source; or (2) select a monograph about Latin American history that primarily deals with the “long nineteenth century.” Read that source or book and then choose a topic to write about that is inspired by the document, speech, source, or monograph. For example, if it is a book, you may write a critical review. If it is an historical document, you may discuss that document in relationship to the topic you have chosen and other questions raised by that source. I do not want you simply to summarize the document, speech, essay, article, or book. Rather, I want you to write an essay that relates the material to the overall themes that we have discussed in the class. Your essay must have an argument, and you must develop that argument throughout the essay. You may cite other books and sources to develop your arguments or points. You must approve the topic with me or the Teaching Assistant in your section. If you do not understand this assignment, please consult with me during my office hours or immediately before or after class. The paper should be five pages, double-spaced, 12 pt. font, 1” margins, with an appropriate original title, page numbers, citations, and references. (If the format is incorrect, you will not receive an “A.”)

C. Analysis of a novel, poem, historical film, art work, or another culture expression from the “long nineteenth century.”

Using Chapter 14, “Culture and Society,” in Modern Latin America as an entrance point into literary and other cultural expressions produced in Latin America and the Caribbean from the independence period to the early twentieth century, choose a novel, poem, historical film, art work, or another cultural expression and write a five-page essay about that work in relationship to the economic, political, social, or cultural transformations taking place in a given country or in Latin America in general. Do not merely summarize the literary, artistic, or cinematic work, but rather offer an engaging analysis of this cultural expression within its historical context. (If you are writing about a film or documentary, see the comments below on films and documentaries). The paper should be five pages, double-spaced, 12 pt. font, 1” margins, with an appropriate original title, page numbers, citations, and references. (If the format is incorrect, you will not receive an “A.”)

Notes on the analysis of an historical or documentary film
In your essay is about an historical film or documentary, you might want to consider some of the following issues: (1) In what historical moment was the film made? (2) Who is the director and what is her/his political or ideological viewpoint? (3) To what extent is the film a metaphor for another social or political moment in that country’s history? (4) In what ways is the film based on historical research? (5) How is the historical period portrayed? You may want to supplement your analysis of the film with articles or a book on the topic.

 If the film is a documentary on an historical or contemporary situation, you might want to consider some of the following issues: (1) What is the political context in which the documentary was made? (2) Who is the intended audience? (3) What are the major arguments of the filmmaker? (4) How effective is she or he in communicating the documentary’s point of view? (5) After seeing the documentary, did you think that you received an accurate portrayal of the situation being treated in the film?

Note: This is not a summary of the film or an analysis of the quality of the acting, script, or production value, unless it relates to the overall topic of analyzing the film as a vehicle for thinking about or understanding a given moment in Latin American history or in addressing contemporary issues in Latin America and the Caribbean.
Suggested films can be found on the Modern Latin America website. The paper should be five pages, double-spaced, 12 pt. font, 1” margins, with an appropriate original title, page numbers, citations, and references. (If the format is incorrect, you will not receive an “A.”) You may not write about the same film that you have chosen for either of the one-page reflection essay.
5. Paper #2 on A Mother’s Cry and the Conference Brazil: From Dictatorship to Democracy
To mark the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Brazilian Coup d’état that began twenty-one years of military rule, the Brown Brazil Initiative is organizing an international conference, “Brown: From Dictatorship to Democracy” April 10-12, 2014. (See attached program for further information). We will not have class on April 10, but instead we will attend the Thomas E. Skidmore Student and Alumni conference on Brazil that day. Paper #2 will be based on your reflections on the book, A Mother’s Cry and the content of the conference. It should be five pages long, double-spaced, with an original title. If you attend a session of the Conference on Friday or Saturday, it may count for assignment #2.
6. Paper #3 on the twentieth century (15% of the final grade)

You have three options for this paper. However, you may not repeat an option that you chose for the paper on the long nineteenth century. The options are:

A. Travel account, long-essay, or feature article about a given country or political, social, economic, or cultural phenomenon.
If you choose a travel account, you should follow the guidelines outlined for the nineteenth-century travelogues. If you choose a feature-length article or essay by an “outsider” analyzing some aspect of Latin America and the Caribbean, you should pay particular attention in your essay to the tone, style, arguments, and perspectives of the author. Again, this is not a summary of the travelogue, essay, or feature article, but a critical analysis of this portrayal of or look at Latin America. The paper should be five pages, double-spaced, 12 pt. font, 1” margins, with an appropriate original title, page numbers, citations, and references. (If the format is incorrect, you will not receive an “A.”)
B. Analysis of a document, primary source, or monograph about the twentieth century
See #3, Part B above for the details of this option.

C. Analysis of a novel, poem, historical film, art work, or another culture expression from the twentieth century.
See #3, Part C above for the details of this option.
7. In-class Final (15% of the final grade).
The final exam on Thursday, May 8, 9:00-12:00 will include short identifications and three essay questions. The exam will cover material from the second half of the course.

PLAGIARISM:

Brown University has a very strict Academic code and takes plagiarism very seriously. If you are not sure about academic honesty, please consult the Brown website or talk to me. 

http://brown.edu/Administration/Dean_of_the_College/downloads/principles.pdf
I will report all plagiarism to the Dean of the College for disciplinary actions.

CITATIONS:

You papers must be correctly cited and based on the footnote/endnote format using Chicago Manual of Style citations. If you do not know how to correctly cite your papers, please consult: the Ohio State University Library Citation Guide: http://library.osu.edu/sites/guides/chicagogd.php or the Brown Writing Center site: http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/DocChicago.html
SCHOLARLY RESOURCES LIBRARIAN:

Patricia Figueroa is the Scholarly Resources Librarian for the Latin America and Caribbean collection and most willing to work with students on their papers and research topics. I encourage you to contact her at: Patricia_Figueroa@brown.edu  You should also consult the Latin American resources page that she has prepared: http://www.brown.edu/Facilities/University_Library/subguides/ibero/index.html
MODERN LATIN AMERICA WEBSITE:

In conjunction with the textbook Modern Latin America, the authors have prepared a companion website with a timeline of key events, analyses of major new developments, lists of heads of state, questions for review, suggestions for further reading, and an annotated list of films and documentaries about Latin America.  You can find the documents assigned in the course and other materials on the website: http://library.brown.edu/modernlatinamerica/.

Enjoy the semester!
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