JUDS 1610 - Archaeology of Jerusalem: From the Origins to the Ottomans
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Prof. Katharina Galor

Office hours: Wednesdays 1:15-2:45 pm 

Jerusalem has earned a special eminence among the famed ancient cities of the world. Its sanctity to Jews, Christians, and Moslems has made the city a focus of discussions and controversies regarding the evolving and changing identities throughout its long urban history. More than 1700 archaeological excavations and surveys in and around the Old City have been conducted over the last 150 years. In this seminar we will examine the material remains of the city from the beginnings in the Chalcolithic period through the end of the Ottoman period in 1917 CE. The contemporary literary sources as well as the more recent scholarly debates and discoveries help us understand the material remains of the relevant periods.

During each class, illustrated lectures will provide background information on various topics. Students will then present a selection of related articles and chapters in books that deal with controversial issues. The different views will form the basis of discussions. Written assignments include a short mid-semester paper and a longer final-term paper. 

Requirements:

Regular attendance, weekly reading assignments, participation in discussions, two 15-20 min. presentations on assigned topics; a mid-term paper (5 pages) and a final-term paper (10 pages).

Grade Evaluation based on presentations (20%), class participation (20%), mid-term paper (20%) and final-term paper (40%).
Text book: K. Galor and H. Bloedhorn: The Archaeology of Jerusalem: From the Origins to the Ottomans (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2013). 
Readings accessible through OCRA.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Introduction
January 28
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- No class (make up session during reading period)

February 4 

Required Reading: 

Galor, K. and Bloedhorn, H.: The Archaeology of Jerusalem: From the Origins through the Ottomans, New Haven (2013) 1-17.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Bronze and Iron Ages
February 11
Required Reading: 

Galor, K. and Bloedhorn, H.: The Archaeology of Jerusalem: From the Origins through the Ottomans, New Haven (2013) 18-54.

Presentations:

Uziel, J. and Shai, I.: “Iron Age Jerusalem: Temple-Palace, Captial City”, in Journal of the American Oriental Society 127.2 (2007) 161-170.
Mazar, E.: “Did I Find King David’s Palace?”, in Biblical Archaeology Review 32.1 (2006).

Finkelstein, I., Singer-Avitz, L., Herzog, Z. and Ussishkin, D.: “Has King David’s Palace in Jerusalem been Found?”, in Tel Aviv 34.2 (2007) 142-164.

Faust, A.: “Did Eilat Mazar find David’s Palace?”, in Biblical Archaeology Review 38.5 (2012).

Mazar, E., Horowitz, W., Oshima, T. and Goren, Y.: “A Cuneiform Tablet from the Ophel,” in Israel Exploration Journal 60.1 (2010) 4-21.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Babylonian and Persian Periods
February 18
Required Reading: 

Galor, K. and Bloedhorn, H.: The Archaeology of Jerusalem: From the Origins through the Ottomans, New Haven (2013) 55-62.

Presentations:

D. Ussishkin: “The Borders and De Facto Size of Jerusalem in the Persian Period”, in Judah and the Judeans in the Persian Period, (eds.) Lipschits, O. and Oeming, M. (2006)147-166.

O. Lipschits: “Achaemenid Imperial Policy, Settlement Processes in Palestine, and the Status of Jerusalem in the Middle of the Fifth Century B.C.E.”, in Judah and the Judeans in the Persian Period, (eds.) Lipschits, O. and Oeming, M. (2006) 19-52.

O. Lipschits: “Persian Period Finds from Jerusalem: Facts and Interpretations”, in Journal of Hebrew Scriptures 9.20 (2010) 1-30.

I. Finkelstein: “Persian Period Jerusalem and Yehud: A Rejoinder”, in Journal of Hebrew Scriptures 9.24 (2010) 1-13.

I. Finkelstein: “Jerusalem in the Persian (and Early Hellenistic) Period and the Wall of Nehemiah”, in Journal for the Study of the Old Testament 32.4 (2008) 1-13.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Hellenistic Period

February 25
Required Reading: 

Galor, K. and Bloedhorn, H.: The Archaeology of Jerusalem: From the Origins through the Ottomans, New Haven (2013) 63-112.

Presentations:

Ben-Ami, D. and Tchekhanovets, Y.: ”Has the Adiabene Royal Family “Palace’ Been Found in the city of David?”, in Unearthing Jerusalem: 150 Years of Archaeological Research in the Holy City, (eds.) Galor, K. and Avni, G., Winona Lake (2011) 231-239.

Reich, R. and Shukron, E.: ”The Pool of Siloam in Jerusalem of the Late Second Temple Period and Its Surroundings”, in Unearthing Jerusalem: 150 Years of Archaeological Research in the Holy City, (eds.) Galor, K. and Avni, G., Winona Lake (2011) 241-255.
Patrich, J.: “Herod’s Theatre in Jerusalem: A New Proposal”, in Israel Exploration Journal 52.2 (2002) 231-239.

Bahat, D.: “Does the Holy Sepluchre Church Mark the Burial of Jesus?”, in Biblical Archaeology Review 12.3 (1986).

Barkay, G.: “The Garden Tomb - Was Jesus Buried Here?”, in Biblical Archaeology Review 12.2 (1986).

Tzaferis, V.: “Crucifixion – The Archaeological Evidence”, in Biblical Archaeology Review 11.1 (1985).

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Roman Period

March 4
Required Reading: 

Galor, K. and Bloedhorn, H.: The Archaeology of Jerusalem: From the Origins through the Ottomans, New Haven (2013) 113-126.

Presentations:

Golan, D.: “Hadrian’s Decision to Supplant “Jerusalem” by “Aelia Capitolina” ”, in Historia: Zeitschrift für Alte Geschichte, 35.2 (1986) 226-239.

Mazar, E.: Hadrian’s Legion, in Biblical Archaeology Review 32.6 (2006).
Murphy O’Connor, J.: The Location of the Capitol in Aelia Capitolina, in Revue Biblique 94.3 (1994) 407-415.

Geva, H.: “The Camp of the Tenth Legion in Jerusalem: An Archaeological Reconsideration”, in Israel Exploration Journal 34.4 (1984) 239-254.
Magness, J.: “Aelia Capitolina: A Review of Some Current Debates about Hadrianic Jerusalem”, in Unearthing Jerusalem: 150 Years of Archaeological Research in the Holy City, (eds.) Galor, K. and Avni, G., Winona Lake (2011) 313-324.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Byzantine Period
March 11
Required Reading: 

Galor, K. and Bloedhorn, H.: The Archaeology of Jerusalem: From the Origins through the Ottomans, New Haven (2013) 127-150.

Presentations:

Magness, J.: “Illuminating Byzantine Jerusalem”, in Biblical Archaeology Review 24.2 (1998).

Mazar, E.: Temple Mount Excavations Unearth the Monastery of the Virgins”, in Biblical Archaeology Review 30.3 (2004).

Patrich, J.: “The Early Church of the Holy Sepulchre in the Light of Excavations and Restoration”, in Ancient Churches Revealed, (ed.) Tsafrir, Y., Jerusalem (1993) 101-117.

Gutfeld, O.: “The Urban Layout of Byzantine-Period Jerusalem”, in Unearthing Jerusalem: 150 Years of Archaeological Research in the Holy City, (eds.) Galor, K. and Avni, G., Winona Lake (2011) 327-350.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Long weekend – no class 

March 18 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Spring break – no class

March 25
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Early Islamic Period
April 1
Required Reading: 

Galor, K. and Bloedhorn, H.: The Archaeology of Jerusalem: From the Origins through the Ottomans, New Haven (2013) 151-173.

Presentations:

Avni, G.: “The Byzantine-Islamic Transition in Jerusalem”, in Unearthing Jerusalem: 150 Years of Archaeological Research in the Holy City, (eds.) Galor, K. and Avni, G., Winona Lake (2011) 387-398
Whitcomb, D.: “Jerusalem and the Beginnings of the Islamic City”, in Unearthing Jerusalem: 150 Years of Archaeological Research in the Holy City, (eds.) Galor, K. and Avni, G., Winona Lake (2011) 399-416.

Cytryn-Silverman, K.: “The fifth Mīl from Jerusalem: Another Umayyad Milestone from Southern Bilād Al-shām,” in Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London 70.3 (2007) 603-610.
Shani, R. and Chen, D.: “On the Dating of the Double Gate in Jerusalem”, in Muqarnas 18 (2001) 1-40.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Crusader and Ayyubid Periods
April 8
Required Reading: 

Galor, K. and Bloedhorn, H.: The Archaeology of Jerusalem: From the Origins through the Ottomans, New Haven (2013) 174-208.

Presentations:

Bahat, D.: Recently-Discovered Crusader Churches in Jerusalem, in Ancient Churches Revealed, (ed.) Tsafrir, Y., Jerusalem (1993) 123-127.

Ovadiah, A.: A Crusader Church in the Jewish Quarter of the Old City of Jerusalem, in Ancient Churches Revealed, (ed.) Tsafrir, Y., Jerusalem (1993) 136-139.

Prawer, J.: Jerusalem in Crusader Days, in Jerusalem Revealed, Jerusalem, (ed.) Yadin, Y., Jerusalem (1975) 102-108.

Hamilton, B. “The Impact of Crusader Jerusalem on Western Christendom”, in The Catholic Historical Review 80.4 (1994) 695-713.
Hawari, M.: ”Ayyubid Jerusalem: New Architectural and Archaeological Discoveries”, in Unearthing Jerusalem: 150 Years of Archaeological Research in the Holy City, (eds.) Galor, K. and Avni, G., Winona Lake (2011) 453-474.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Mamluk Period
April 15
Required Reading: 

Galor, K. and Bloedhorn, H.: The Archaeology of Jerusalem: From the Origins through the Ottomans, New Haven (2013) 209-231.

Presentations:

Little, D. P.: “Communal Strife in Late Mamluk Jerusalem,” in Islamic Law and Society 6.1 (1999) 69-96.

Ollendorff, F.: “Two Mamluk Tomb-Chambers in Western Jerusalem,” in Israel Exploration Journal 32.4 (1982) 245-250.

Cytryn-Silverman, K.: “Khan al-Zahir – bi-Zahir al-Quds!,” in Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, Third Series 19.2 (2009) 149-171.

Little, D. P.: “The Haram Documents as Sources for the Arts and Architecture of the Mamluk Period”, in Muqarnas 2, The Art of the Mamluks (1984) 61-62.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Ottoman Period
April 22
Required Reading: 

Galor, K. and Bloedhorn, H.: The Archaeology of Jerusalem: From the Origins through the Ottomans, New Haven (2013) 232-250.

Presentations:

Schick, R.: ”Mamluk and Ottoman Jerusalem”, in Unearthing Jerusalem: 150 Years of Archaeological Research in the Holy City, (eds.) Galor, K. and Avni, G., Winona Lake (2011) 475-490.
Arnon, A.: “The Quarters of Jerusalem in the Ottoman Period,” in Middle Eastern Studies 28.1 (1992) 1-65.

Peri, O.: “Islamic Law and Christian Holy Sites: Jerusalem and Its Vicinity in Early Ottoman Times,” in Islamic Law and Society 6.1 (1999) 97-111.

Ben-Arieh, Y.: “The Growth of Jerusalem in the Nineteenth Century”, in Annals of the Association of American Geographers 65.2 (1975) 252-269.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Term Paper Presentations (Reading period / make up session for February 4)

April 29 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

