EL 1510A: JANE AUSTEN AND HER PREDECESSORS: THE OTHER HISTORY OF THE NOVEL
II ‘14
Professor Melinda Rabb

Office: Department of English (70 Brown Street) #332

x 3-3750

Office hours: Tuesday and Thursday 4-5, or by appt.

‘And what are you reading, Miss ---?’ ‘Oh! It is only a novel!’ . . . in short, only some work in which the greatest powers of the mind are displayed, in which the most thorough knowledge of human nature, the happiest delineation of its varieties, the liveliest effusions of wit and humour are conveyed to the world in the best chosen language.

(Jane Austen, Northanger Abbey)


In the eighteenth century, the novel was, as its name suggests, new. The experimentation involved in the development of this new genre opened up opportunities for women writers, as well as for now-canonical men such as Daniel Defoe, Samuel Richardson, Henry Fielding, Laurence Sterne, and Tobias Smollett. This course examines texts by English women writers of narrative fiction up to and including Jane Austen. The ‘before Austen’ writers represented here are not her only predecessors; that category, extensively conceived, would include works by the aforementioned men, as well as by Samuel Johnson, John Locke, Maria Edgeworth, Sarah Scott, and many others. The issues pertaining specifically to women writers form an important genealogy, one that is crucial for a general understanding of the role of narrative fiction up to our own time. They enable insights into the relationship between gender and fiction, and elucidate the history of a novel-reading, novel-producing, and novel-influenced culture across gender lines. Jane Austen’s career will be the focus of the latter half of the course, with respect both to her development as a writer and to her significance in a critical appraisal of the relationship between the novel and society. 

Required texts
Austen, Jane.

Emma (Norton)

Austen, Jane.

Mansfield Park (Norton)

Austen, Jane.

Northanger Abbey (Norton)

Austen, Jane.

Persuasion (Norton)

Austen, Jane.

Pride and Prejudice (Norton)

Austen, Jane

Sense and Sensibility (Norton)
Burney, Frances
Evelina (Oxford)

Inchbald, Elizabeth
A Simple Story (Oxford)

Lennox, Charlotte
The Female Quixote (Oxford)

Radcliffe, Ann

The Romance of the Forest (Oxford)

Wollstonecraft, Mary
 Maria, or the Wrongs of Woman (Norton)

Course packet available at Allegra and on Canvas
Schedule of reading, lecture and discussion
Jan. 23

Introduction: Judith Shakespeare and Jane Austen; rethinking the history 


of the novel

Jan. 28
‘The Fair Triumvirate’: Early modern women writers of fiction


Selections from Aphra Behn, Love Letters Between a Nobleman and His Sister (1684-87); Delarivier Manley, The New Atalantis (1709); Eliza Haywood, Fantomina (1725) 

Jan. 30

Eliza Haywood, Fantomina


Begin Charlotte Lennox, The Female Quixote (1752)
Feb. 4

Lennox, The Female Quixote
Feb. 6

Frances Burney, Evelina (1778)
Feb. 11
Burney, Evelina
Feb. 13
Elizabeth Inchbald, A Simple Story (1791)
Feb. 18  
NO CLASS MEETING
Feb. 20
Inchbald, A Simple Story
Feb. 25
Mary Wollstonecraft, Maria, or the Wrongs of Woman (1798)
Feb. 27
Wollstonecraft, Maria, or the Wrongs of Woman
Mar. 4

Ann Radcliffe, The Romance of the Forest (1791)
Mar. 6

Radcliffe, The Romance of the Forest
Mar. 11
Jane Austen, Northanger Abbey (1818, posthumously)
Mar. 13
Northanger Abbey
Mar. 18 
Jane Austen, Sense and Sensibility (1795/1811)

Mar. 20
Sense and Sensibility
Mar. 25-27
SPRING RECESS 

Apr. 1

Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice (1813)
Apr. 3

Pride and Prejudice
Apr. 8

Jane Austen, Mansfield Park (1814)

Apr. 10
Mansfield Park
Apr. 15
Jane Austen, Emma (1815)
Apr. 17
Emma
Apr. 22
Jane Austen, Persuasion (1818, posthumously)
Apr. 24
Persuasion
Apr. 29
Review 

May  8

Final Examination
Course requirements

Attendance is required. A sign in sheet will be available at each meeting; students are responsible for entering their names. Three unexcused absences will result in a grade of NC.  In order to facilitate the effectiveness of lectures and discussions, students in this course are responsible for keeping up with the reading. Novels are long, sometimes very long. Please plan your time accordingly. Everyone will have an opportunity to participate in class discussion, although the format of that participation will depend on the final class size. Students who regularly participate constructively in discussion will be given extra points toward the final grade. 

There will be three required written assignments: a short exercise of 2 pages, due on Feb. 13; an essay of 5-6 pages, due on March 20; an essay of 10-12 pages, due on April 28. A final examination will be given on May 8 at 9 am.

Assignments will be posted on Canvas, as will any updated versions of the syllabus or other supplementary course material.

PLEASE BRING YOUR TEXTS TO CLASS AND NOTE THAT USE OF LAPTOP COMPUTERS AND/OR CELL PHONES IS NOT PERMITTED DURING CLASS MEETING.

PLEASE NOTE AS WELL THAT UNEXCUSED LATE WORK IS NOT ACCEPTED.

Reserve reading

A number of critical and biographical books about Austen and her predecessors have been placed on reserve in the Rockefeller Library. Whenever possible, editions with some critical material have been ordered from the bookstore. I am happy to recommend further reading on particular topics, once you have completed the required texts. 

Conferences
Questions about the reading or about ideas generated from lecture or discussion are always welcome. Please take advantage of office hours, e-mail, notes, and voice-mail, if you would like to raise a specific question. Similarly, discussion of paper topics, research and writing, or other matters relating to the course are welcome during office hours or by appointment.

Grading

Paper #1


10%

Paper #2


25%

Paper #3


30%

Class participation

  5%

Final Exam


30%
