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HIST 0520 Syllabus -2014

HIST 0520




Professor Chudacoff
Semester II, 2013-14



TA: Alicia Maggard
DATES OF IMPORTANCE

February 13:  First paper due – no exceptions, no extensions

March 12-13:  Mid-term exam (in section) – no exceptions, no extensions

April 17:  Second paper due – no exceptions, no extensions

May 10, 2 p.m.:  Final exam – no exceptions

OFFICE HOURS: Mon. 11-11:50; Tues. 12-1; Peter Green House, room 302
COURSE DESCRIPTION


This course is designed for students who have a general interest in and/or are seeking a better background in United States history, 1877 to the present.  Rather than a survey, this course uses specific episodes and events to reveal different modes of analysis.  It consists of lectures on Tuesdays and Thursdays of every week, plus, with a few exceptions, discussion sections on Wednesdays or Thursdays of each week. The reading load is average-to-heavy, about 200 pages per week, including textbook chapters, primary sources, books, and articles.  The lectures, discussions, and readings are intended to complement each other, and thus students will benefit most by doing the reading at their assigned times.  All materials, including textbook assignments, will be important for the mid-term and final exams.


Writing assignments include a mid-term exam (15% of the final grade), two papers (20% each), and a final exam (25%).  Participation in discussion sections counts for 20% of the final grade and can make a difference between a lower and a higher grade.  (NOTE: “Participation” in discussion sections means exactly what it says; simply attending sections without being prepared and without actively participating will not be considered acceptable fulfillment of the requirement.  Students who are absent from more than two discussion sections will not be able to pass the course, and make-up for missed sections will not be possible.

Paper assignments will be distributed about two weeks before they are due.  The first paper (5-6 pages) will require a comparative analysis of some of the assigned readings.  The second paper (6-8 pages) will require some original research, using primary sources.  Examinations will consist of short-answer and essay questions.


The following books are required.  All are available at the Brown Bookstore and most are on 3-hour reserve at Rockefeller Library.  Because the library owns only a limited number of copies, you should not rely on reserved books for all assignments; it is better to buy or borrow.  Also, a few assigned readings are available only on Brown online course reserve (OCRA) – PASSWORD IS AMERICA.
BASIC TEXTS
Mary Beth Norton, et al., A People and a Nation, Vol. II, 10th edition

John Hollitz, ed., Thinking Through the Past, Vol. II, 4th edition

OTHER REQUIRED BOOKS
Horatio Alger, Ragged Dick
Robert Cohen, Dear Mrs. Roosevelt
Inada, L. F., ed., Only What We Could Carry: The Japanese American Internment Experience
Kathy Peiss, Cheap Amusements

Harvard Sitkoff, The Struggle for Black Equality
SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS AND LECTURE TOPICS
1/23
Introduction

WEEK OF JAN. 28 – READING ASSIGNMENTS

Norton et al., A People and a Nation, 10th ed., Chapter 15: “The Ecology of the West and South, 1877-1900”

Hollitz, Thinking Through the Past, Chapter 3: “Saving the Indians in the late Nineteenth Century 

1/28
“The Instability of Race in 1877”

1/30
“Bachelor Men and the Ecology of Frontier Violence”

1/29-30 NO SECTION, but the following readings are required for the paper, due


  Feb. 13

Alice Kessler Harris, “Where Are the Organized Women Workers?” at OCRA


Leslie Woodcock Tentler, “The Work Community,” at OCRA



OCRA password is America

WEEK OF FEBRUARY 4 – TEXT ASSIGNMENTS


Norton, Chapter 16: “Building Factories, Building Cities”


Hollitz, Chapter 2: “Industrialization and the Condition of Labor”

2/4
“Early Advertising in American Consumer Culture”

2/6
“Baseball, Birthdays, and Transformation in Everyday Life”

2/5-6   SECTION

Hollitz, Chapter 2: “Industrialization and the Condition of Labor”
WEEK OF FEBRUARY 11 – READING ASSIGNMENTS


Norton, Chapter 17: “Gilded Age Politics”


 Chapter 19: “The Quest for Empire”

Horatio Alger, Ragged Dick

Hamlin Garland, “Under the Lion’s Paw” at OCRA

2/11
“The Democratic Promise of Populism”

2/13
“Foreign Policy in the 1890s: A Shift in Paradigms”

First paper due
2/12-13   SECTION


Horatio Alger, Ragged Dick

Hamlin Garland, “Under the Lion’s Paw,” at OCRA
WEEK OF FEBRUARY 18 – READING ASSIGNMENTS


Norton, Chapter 18: “The Progressive Era”


Kathy Peiss, Cheap Amusements (all pages)

2/18
NO CLASS

2/20
“Teddy Roosevelt and the Meat Inspection Act of 1906”

2/19-20  SECTION


Kathy Peiss, Cheap Amusements (all pages)
WEEK OF FEBRUARY 25 – READING ASSIGNMENTS


Norton, Chapter 20: “Americans in the Great War, 1914-1920”


Michael Willrich, “Speaking Law To Power,” in Pox: An American History, 

pp. 285-336, at OCRA
2/25
“Women and the Transformation of Reform”

2/27
“Nativism in the 1920s: Sacco and Vanzetti”

2/26-27  SECTION


Michael Willrich, “Speaking Law To Power,” in Pox: An American History, 

pp. 285-336, at OCRA
WEEK OF MARCH 4 – READING ASSIGNMENTS


Norton, Chapter 21: “The New Era”


Hollitz, Chapter 7: “Eleanor Roosevelt, First Lady”

Robert Cohen, ed., Dear Mrs. Roosevelt, chapters 1, 3, 4 and Epilogue

3/4
“Heroes in the Golden Age of Sports”

3/6
“Huey Long and ‘Great Man History’”

3/5-6  SECTION


Robert Cohen, ed., Dear Mrs. Roosevelt, chaps. 1,3,4, and Epilogue
WEEK OF MARCH 11 – READING ASSIGNMENT


Norton, Chapter 22: “The Great Depression and the New Deal”:

3/11
“African Americans, the New Deal, and the Democratic Party”

3/13
“The Decision to Drop the Atomic Bomb”

3/12-13  MID-TERM EXAMINATION to be held during section hours

WEEK OF MARCH 18 – READING ASSIGNMENTS


Norton, Chapter 23: “The Second World War at Home and Abroad” and



  Chapter 24: “The Cold War and American Globalism:

Lawson Inada, ed., Only What We Could Carry, pp. 3-9, 22-32, 57-80, 108-19, 153-72, 180-203, 292-311, 333-37, 348-62
3/18
“The Baby Boom Generation”

3/20
FILM: “The Quiz Show Scandals”

3/19-20  SECTION


Inada, Only What We Could Carry, pp. 3-9, 22-32, 57-80, 108-19, 153-72, 180-203, 292-311, 333-37, 348-62
3/22– 3/28  Spring Break
WEEK OF April 1 – READING ASSIGNMENTS


Norton, Chapter 25: “America at Midcentury” and


Hollitz, Chapter 10: “The Civil Rights Movement”


Harvard Sitkoff, The Struggle for Black Equality (all pages)

4/1
“’Why Do Fools Fall in Love?”: Rock ‘n Roll and Civil Rights”

4/3
FILM: “Berkeley in the ‘60s”

4/2-3  SECTION


Harvard Sitkoff, The Struggle for Black Equality (all pages)

WEEK OF APRIL 8 – READING ASSIGNMENTS


Norton, Chapter 26: “The Tumultuous Sixties”


 Chapter 27: “A Pivotal Era”

Hollitz, Chapter 11: “Explaining America’s Longest War”
4/8
“Vietnam: Was It Necessary?”

4/10
“High School Protest and Freedom of Expression”

4/9-10  SECTION


Hollitz, Chapter 11: “Explaining America’s Longest War”
WEEK OF APRIL 15 – READING ASSIGNMENT


Norton, Chapter 28: “Conservatism Revived”

4/15
“The Forgotten Era of the 1970s”

4/17
“Liberals, Conservatives, and the Transformation of Politics”

4/16-17  NO SECTION; PAPER 2 DUE on April 17
WEEK OF APRIL 22 – READING ASSIGNMENTS


Norton, Chapter 29: “Into the Global Millennium” 


Hollitz, Chapter 13: “The New Immigration”
4/22
“Scandal and Conflict in the 1990s”

4/24
“The U.S. in the Twenty-First Century”

4/23-24  SECTION


Hollitz, Chapter 13: “The New Immigration”
No Reading Period Assignment
5/10
Final Examination 2:00 – 4:30

