SOC 1870-40
Alternatives to Violence

Semester II, 2014
Prof. Gregory C. Elliott 




         Maxcy Hall, Room 202

863-1907
            




Gregory_Elliott@Brown.edu

Discussion: Wednesday, 3:00-5:30, J. Walter Wilson 403
Film Showing: Tuesday, 6:00-8:00, TBA
Course Description


Our society has an intuitive familiarity with (and an apparent preference for) violence as a means of conflict resolution.  The symbolic universe (the collection of beliefs, values, and norms that characterize a society) of the United States legitimates this preference, in part through the obvious venues of the mass media (consider the popularity of motion pictures, television shows, and music that glorify violence), but also in the less obvious institutions (the military, some sports, gender) that help socialize new, young members to take their place in the social order.  In contrast, nonviolence is often seen as merely that which is not violence.  As a “residual” category of behaviors, nonviolence is typically considered to be a passive and “weak” orientation to conflict, as opposed to the active and “strong” approach of violence.  


In this course, we will examine a different orientation to nonviolence, one which argues that nonviolence is, in fact, a powerful method for resolving even the most serious and bitter conflicts.  The first part of the course establishes a scientific basis for understanding the topic of nonviolence.  We will begin in Week 1 by examining the theories of violence and aggression.  In Week 2, we will consider the sociological approaches to violence.  Week 3 begins a rigorous study of nonviolence.  In Week 4, we will learn of nonviolent social movements throughout history, and in Week 5, we will examine concerns about nonviolence in the global arena.  Finally, in Week 6, we will study the issue of gender and nonviolence.


Part two of the course focuses on some important and celebrated practitioners of nonviolence.  Although the list is certainly not limited to the four we have chosen, we can learn much about how the principles of nonviolence are translated into everyday behaviors in specific social movements.  We begin by studying Dorothy Day, a champion of the working class in the United States in the early twentieth century.  Mohandas Gandhi, as edited by Thomas Merton and analyzed by Joan Bondurant, talks about the importance of satyagraha and ahimsa in his campaign for the freedom from British colonial rule in India.  We examine the work of Martin Luther King in the difficulties of leading the nonviolent civil rights racial movement in the United States during the turbulent 60’s.  Finally, we investigate the work of Nelson Mandela, who changed from violent to nonviolent methods to advance the cause of natives of South Africa.

In part three, we turn to the issue of nonviolence in particular social conflicts.  In Week 11, we will examine the death penalty as an instance of violence as a deterrent.  Week 12 faces the difficult question of how societies can protect themselves and thrive when war seems to be the only option.  We address the seldom raised issue of the social and psychological costs of war.  Week 13 investigates pacifism as an alternative to war.  Week 14 deals with terrorism, a topic especially important in this day and age.  We focus on the possible motivations of those who use terror and the contrasts to be made with a nonviolent approach and the responses of governments to such acts.  We will use the incident of 9/11 as our basis for discussion, although we will recognize that this singular moment in U.S. history is commonplace in a number of other societies.  


In our last meeting, we ask whether a nonviolent society is indeed possible in the light of recent history.  We examine two alternatives to global conflict in an era of increasing stakes and disastrous potential: a quick and apparently easy solution through the violent oppression of the other, or the slow and painstaking approach of nonviolence.


Prior to each weekly discussion session, you will view a film whose topic is relevant to the issue under consideration.  You will be expected to integrate the issues dealt with in the film with the analytical perspectives found in the readings.  The purpose is to provide a source for applying the abstract concepts and processes from the relevant theories to concrete examples in order to understand what lies behind behaviors in everyday life.  The films will be shown at a place to be determined on Tuesdays, from 6:00-8:00 PM.

With the exception of the first meeting, the class will run in a seminar format.  In a seminar, the primary responsibility for discussion of issues lies with the students themselves.  I will serve as a facilitator for these discussions, but you will be expected to contribute to an informed analysis of each week's issues.  I will lecture in our first class meeting on the basic theories and concepts that comprise the social-psychological perspective on violence.  For the next meeting (covering Sociological theories of violence), I will organize the discussion.  


Beginning with the next week, each session will be conducted by students: assignment will be rotated through the class roster, so that each of you will have an opportunity to run the seminar discussion.  Those assigned will prepare the format for the class and lead the discussion.  I ask that those responsible for leading the seminar discuss their plan of organization with me in advance; please schedule a meeting with me on the Tuesday before your session.  We will expect that all of you will have done all the assigned readings for each week's session, in order that the discussions will be as fruitful as possible.  Our goal is to conduct an intensive analysis of the issues covered each week.


Because of the emotional nature of the topics we cover, I ask each student to compile a weekly journal.  Each week’s entry will be an opportunity to voice personal reactions to the topics we study, as well as the sociological perspectives we apply to them.  Each week’s entry to the journal must be turned in to me by Friday.  I will read give my own reactions to them.  The journals will not be graded, but I believe they are an essential part of the course.  Therefore, I expect that all students will submit an entry every week during the term.  Be assured that each journal entry will be kept confidential.

Grades for the course will be based on three sources.  First, because this is a seminar, participation in the weekly meetings is essential for a full understanding of the sociological issues relevant to the issue of nonviolence.  Part of your grade will be based on the quality (not merely quantity) of your contribution to the weekly discussions.


Second, those with the responsibility for conducting the week’s discussion will be graded on their preparation and the manner in which they lead the analysis of the issues found in their topic.  Special emphasis will be placed on the organization brought to the session and the successful inclusion of important issues.


Third, each of you will write two papers.  The first paper will be a short (10-12 pages) exercise in applying the theories of nonviolence to an actual issue of conflict.  The second is a term paper, in which you will bring your new-found sociological perspectives to bear on the issues of nonviolence.  Although I do not like to structure term papers according to page length, you can expect that this paper will require a major effort on your part, with library research to expand your understanding beyond the confines of this seminar.  Your task will be to apply abstract sociological concepts and theories to the structural and social processes that are involved in nonviolence on some topic of your choice.  I will provide more details as the semester progresses.  Plan to discuss your topic with me before beginning your research on each paper.

Required Readings

The following books are available at the Brown University Bookstore.  They are also on reserve in Rockefeller Library.

Ansbro, John J.  2000.  Martin Luther King, Jr.:  Nonviolent Strategies and Tactics for Social Change (second edition).  Lanham, MD: Madison Books.               
Arena, Michael P. and Arrigo, Bruce A.  2006.  The Terrorist Identity: Explaining the Terrorist Threat.  New York: New York University Press                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Barak, Gregg.  2003.  Violence and Nonviolence: Pathways to Understanding.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Bedau, Hugo Adam.  2004.  Killing as Punishment: Reflections on the Death Penalty in America.  Boston: Northeastern University Press.

Bondurant, Joan.  1988.  Conquest of Violence (New Revised Edition).  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.
Boulding, Elise.  2000.  Cultures of Peace: The Hidden Side of History.  Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press.

Gandhi, Mohandas (with Thomas Merton).  1965.  Gandhi on Nonviolence.  New York: New Directions.

Gilligan, Carol.  1993.  In a Different Voice: Psychological Theory and Women's Development.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.
Grossman, Dave, Lt. Col.  1996.  On Killing: The Psychological Cost of Learning to Kill in War and Society.  New York: Back Bay Books.
Hastings, Tom H.  2005.  Power: Nonviolent Transformation from the Transpersonal to the Transnational.  Lanham, MD: Hamilton.

Mandella, Nelson.  1995.  Long Walk to Freedom: The Autobiography of Nelson Mandela.  New York: Back Bay Books.
Schell, Jonathan.  2003.  The Unconquerable World: Power, Nonviolence, and the Will of the People.  New York: Metropolitan.

Zinn, Howard.  2002.  The Power of Nonviolence: Writings by Advocates of Peace.  Boston: Beacon.

A NOTE OF APPRECIATION

This course was made possible by the creative and industrious members of a Group Independent Study Project.  When they sought me out as a potential sponsor for the GISP, I eagerly accepted because I agreed that the topic of principled nonviolence should be studied from an analytical perspective.  I was gratified by the diligence and thoroughness of all the participants.  When the chair of my department encouraged me to develop the material into a seminar, to be offered regularly to the Brown community by the Department of Sociology, I readily agreed.  So, congratulations and thanks to:


Daniel Beswick




Tilli Dias


Vinay Ganti





Reid Hopkins


Ross Loomis





Stephen Pepe


Sam Stoper





Paul Vandenberg






Josh Ziperstein.

And a very special thanks to Ben Wiseman, who initiated the GISP and who helped me develop the seminar.
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Syllabus

All books are available from the Brown bookstore; they are also on reserve at the Rockefeller Library.  Readings marked with an asterisk (*) are available on OCRA (Online Course Reserves Access).

INTRODUCTION: VIOLENCE AND NONVIOLENCE


January 22: First Understandings: The Process of Violence 

January 28: Film: The Ox-Bow Incident

January 29: Violence: Sociological Conceptualizations


Gregg Barak.  2003.  Violence and Nonviolence: Pathways to Understanding: Chs. 1-4.  Sage.

February 4: Film: Thirteen Days

February 5: Nonviolence: Current Conceptualizations
Gregg Barak.  2003.  Violence and Nonviolence: Pathways to Understanding: Chs. 8-10.  Sage.

          *Martin Oppenheimer.  1965.  “Towards a sociological understanding of nonviolence,” Sociological Inquiry, 35: 123-131

February 11: Film: A Force More Powerful: “Denmark: Living with the Enemy,” “Chile 1983,” and “South Africa 1984”

February 12: Nonviolence: Conceptualizations through History

            Howard Zinn (Ed.).  2002.  The Power of Nonviolence.  Beacon Press.

February 18: Film: The Fog of War
            February 19 Nonviolence: Global Concerns

           Jonathan Schell.  2003.  The Unconquerable World: Power, Nonviolence, and the Will of the People.  New York: Metropolitan Books.

February 25: Film: Mean Girls

February 26: Gender and Nonviolence

Gilligan, Carol.  1993.  In a Different Voice: Psychological Theory and Women's Development.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.
PRACTITIONERS OF NONVIOLENCE

March 4: Film: Matewan

March 5: Dorothy Day 

Dorothy Day.  2001.  Dorothy Day: Centenary Essays: Parts III, IV and Essay no. 30 in Part X.  Marquette University Press. 

           *Dorothy Day. 1983.  “Love is the measure.”  Pp. 97-98 in R. Ellsberg (Ed.), By Little and by Little: The Selected Writings of Dorothy Day.  New York: Knopf.
           *Dorothy Day. 1983.  “Our country passes from undeclared to declared war: We continue our Christian pacifist stand.”  Pp. 261-270 in R. Ellsberg (Ed.), By Little and by Little: The Selected Writings of Dorothy Day.  New York: Knopf.
           *Dorothy Day. 1983.  “This money is not ours.”  Pp. 203-298 in R. Ellsberg (Ed.), By Little and by Little: The Selected Writings of Dorothy Day.  New York: Knopf.
           *Dorothy Day. 1983.  “Poverty and precarity.”  Pp. 106-109 in R. Ellsberg (Ed.), By Little and by Little: The Selected Writings of Dorothy Day.  New York: Knopf.


March 11: Film: Gandhi
March 12: Mohandas Gandhi

            Mohandas Gandhi, with Thomas Merton (Ed.).  1965.   Gandhi on Non-Violence: A Selection from the Writings of Mahatma Gandhi.  New Directions

            Joan Bondurant.  1988.  Conquest of Violence: The Gandhian Philosophy of Conflict (new revised edition): Chs. I, II, III, & VI.  Princeton University Press.
March 18: Film: Eyes on the Prize: “Awakenings” and “Ain’t Scared of Your Jails.”

March 19: Martin Luther King

John J. Ansbro.   2000.  Martin Luther King, Jr.: Nonviolent Strategies and Tactics for Social Change.  Madison.

          *Martin Luther King, Jr.  1991.  “The power of nonviolence.”  Pp. 12-15 in J. M. Washington (Ed.), A Testament of Hope: The Essential Writings of Martin Luther King, Jr.  San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco.
          *Martin Luther King, Jr.  1991.  “Pilgrimage to nonviolence.”  Pp. 35-40 in J. M. Washington (Ed.), A Testament of Hope: The Essential Writings of Martin Luther King, Jr.  San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco.

         *Martin Luther King, Jr.  1991.  “Letter from Birmingham City Jail.”  Pp. 35-40 in J. M. Washington (Ed.), A Testament of Hope: The Essential Writings of Martin Luther King, Jr.  San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco.

April 1: Film: Remember Mandela! A Personal Portrait of the World's Most Famous Political Prisoner 
April 2: Nelson Mandela
Nelson Mandela.  1995.  Long Walk to Freedom: The Autobiography of Nelson Mandela.  Back Bay Books.
NONVIOLENCE IN ACTION


April 8: Film: Dead Man Walking
 April 9: The Death Penalty

            Hugo Adam Bedau.  2004.  Killing as Punishment: Reflections on the Death Penalty in America.  Boston: Northeastern University Press.

          *Eric P. Baumer, Steven F. Messner, and Richard Rosenfeld.  2004.  “Explaining spatial variation in support for capital punishment: A multilevel analysis.”  American Journal of Sociology, 108, 844-875.

          *Richard C. Dieter.  1993.  “Sentencing for life: Americans embrace alternatives to the death penalty.”  Pp. 116-126 in H. A. Bedau (Ed.), The Death Penalty in America: Current Controversies.  New York: Oxford University Press.

          *Ernest van den Haag.  1985.  “The death penalty once more.”  Pp. 445-456 in H. A. Bedau (Ed.), The Death Penalty in America: Current Controversies.  New York: Oxford University Press.

          *Hugo A. Bedau.  1997.  “A reply to van den Haag.”  Pp. 457-469 in H. A. Bedau (Ed.), The Death Penalty in America: Current Controversies.  New York: Oxford University Press.


April 15: Film: Coming Home
 
April 16: War 

            Lt. Col. Dave Grossman.  1996.  On Killing: The Psychological Cost of Learning to Kill in War and Society.  Back Bay Books.
.

          *A. J. Muste.  1967.  “War is the enemy.”  Pp. 261-278 in N. Hentoff (Ed.), The Essays of A. J. Muste. NY: Macmillan.

          *Robert L. Holmes.  1983.  “The sleep of reason brings forth monsters.”  Harvard Magazine (March-April).

          *Howard Zinn.  2001.  On War.  NY: Seven Stories Press.  Chs. 2 (“Veterans Day”), 5 (“One Iraqi’s Story”), 6 (“Bombing Iraq”), & 21 (“Just and Unjust War”).
April 21: Film: Bloody Sunday


April 22: Pacifism

Tom H. Hastings.  2005.  Power: Nonviolent Transformation from the Transpersonal to the Transnational.  Hamilton.
          *Gregory C. Elliott.  1980. “Components of pacifism: Conceptualization and measurement.”  Journal of Conflict Resolution, 24: 27-54.

          *Richard Norman.  1988.  “The case for pacifism.”  Journal of Applied Philosophy, 5: 197-210.

          *Elise Boulding.  2003.  “The other America: The forgivers and the peacemakers.”  Peace and Change, 28: 446-454.

April 28: Film: In Memoriam: New York City, 9/11/2001     


April 29: Terrorism

           Michael P. Arena and Bruce A. Arrigo.  2006.  The Terrorist Identity: Explaining the Terrorist Threat.  New York University Press.
         *Ralph Summy.  2002.  “A nonviolent response to September 11.”  Social Alternatives, 21: 10-20.

         *George Hunsinger.  2008.  “Torture is the ticking time-bomb: Why the necessity defense fails.”  Dialog: A Journal of Theology, 47, 228-239.
A NONVIOLENT SOCIETY?


May 6: Film: Faith and Doubt at Ground Zero


May 7: New Understandings

           Elise Boulding.  2000.  Cultures of Peace: The Hidden Side of History.  Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press.
         *Bruce D. Bonta.  1996.  “Conflict resolution among peaceful societies: The culture of peacefulness.”  Journal of Peace Research, 33: 403-420. 
