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Antisemitism and Islamophobia Syllabus
Hostility towards Jews in contemporary Europe has raised fears that a new form of antisemitism is on the rise in a continent long troubled by such racism. Others question both the “newness” of this phenomenon and the level of threat it poses, arguing that it is the continent’s Muslim population that now faces the greatest adversity. This course will place antisemitism and Islamophobia in a wider historical and comparative context. While contemporary critics often draw parallels between antisemitism and Islamophobia, few historians have considered the histories of  Europe’s two “enemies”--the Jews and the Muslims--in the same frame. This course will explore a comparative approach to studying the two phenomena, placing antisemtism and Islamophobia in a wider historic and analytic context. Through examining Christian Europe’s relationship to the Jewish and Muslim “other” over time, it will consider how projects of exclusion have overlapped and diverged over the centuries.

Reading List

(The following books have been ordered for purchase at the Brown Bookstore.  Copies of these are also on reserve in the library.  You are not required to purchase anything):

For purchase:

Erik Bleich, The Freedom to Be Racist? How the United States and Europe Struggle to Preserve 
Freedom and  Combat Racism

Thomas Kidd, American Christians and Islam: Evangelical Culture and Muslims from the 
Colonial Period to the Age of Terrorism 
George Mosse, Toward the Final Solution: A History of European Racism 

Edward Said, Orientalism 

Jean-Paul Sartre, Anti-Semite and Jew

Joan Wallach Scott, The Politics of the Veil 
On Reserve 

All other readings are available through Online Course Reserves Access (OCRA). The OCRA readings are accessible through the library’s home page and through the course Canvas page. 

OCRA password: Racism 

Requirements

Reading and Class Preparation: This course is designed as a discussion seminar.  Please come prepared to discuss and analyze the assigned readings.  Your participation in the discussion (and not merely listening) is a significant part of mastering the skills and material for this course and will be considered in your final grade. All reading is required.  
Assignments:  

A) Students should come to each class with a question prepared to launch discussion. These should be broad questions that pull together several of the readings. Each class session I will pick one or two people randomly to kick things off. 

B) Students should write two (5 page) response papers throughout the semester. The response paper should respond to the question listed for that week and should bring together several of the week’s assigned readings. Students can choose the weeks for which they would like to write a response paper, but at least one should be written by March 6 and the second by April 17. 

Response papers are due 24 hours after class. If you will not be able to make this deadline, please choose another week to write a response paper.

 c) Final paper or exam:  You have the choice regarding a final project for this course. 

        A) A take-home final exam (approx. 15 pages) due May 9.  Questions will be distributed in advance and will emerge from our on-going class discussions. 
         B) A research paper (approx. 15 pages) due May 9 based on analysis of primary and secondary sources.  Students who opt for this choice should discuss their project with me and must hand in a research question and list of sources by April 17 (this will be worth 5 points of the final project).

Your grades will be composed as follows:

Response Papers: 20 points each (40 total)

Final Exam or Research Paper: 50 points 

Participation in discussion: 10 points 

Course Schedule
January 22: Introduction
January 29:  “How to Think About and Study Anti-Semitism (and Islamophobia),” guest 
lecture by Professor Jonathan Judaken (Rhodes College)

Gavin Langmuir, “Towards a Definition of Antisemitism,” in “Towards a 



Definition of Antisemitism (OCRA)

Sander Gilman, “Introduction: What are Stereotypes and Why Use Texts to Study Them,” in Difference and Pathology (OCRA)

Matti Bunzl, “Antisemitism and Islamophobia,” in American Ethnologist (2005) (OCRA)

Gil Anidjar, "Preface," in The Jew, The Arab: A History of the Enemy (OCRA)

No response paper this week. 

February 5: The Longest Hatred–the Religious Origins of the Conflict 
Robert Wistrich, “Introduction,” in Antisemitism: The Longest Hatred (OCRA)

Norman Daniel, “The Survival of Medieval Concepts,” in Islam and the West: The Making of an Image (OCRA)

David Nirenberg, Introduction, Chapter 9, “Israel’ at the Foundations of Christian Politics: 1545-1677,” and Chapter 10, “Enlightenment Revolts Against Judaism: 1670-1789,” in Anti-Judaism: The Western Tradition (OCRA)

Nancy Bisaha, “New Barbarian” or Worthy Adversary? Humanist Constructs of the Ottoman Turks in Fifteenth-Century Italy,” in Western Views of Islam in Medieval and Early Modern Europe: Perception of Other, eds. David R. Blanks and Michael Frassetto (OCRA)

Response paper: Compare the way that scholars of Islamophobia and Antisemtism develop the longest hatred argument. Do Nirenberg and Bisaha successfully challenge Wistrich and Daniel’s longest hatred framework?

February 12: “Enemies of the Faith:  Western Christian Perceptions of Jews and Muslims 
in the Middle Ages,” guest lecturer by Mark Meyerson (University of Toronto) 

Rosemary Ruether, “The Adversus judaeos Tradition of the Church Fathers: The Exegesis of Christian Anti-Judaism,” in Essential Papers on Judaism and Christianity in Conflict, From Late Antiquity to the Reformation, ed. Jeremy Cohen (OCRA)

Kenneth Stow, “Hatred of the Jews or Love of the Church?: Papal Policy Towards the Jews in the Middle Ages,” in Antisemitism Through the Ages, ed. Shmuel Almog (OCRA)

Jeremy Cohen, “Scholarship and Intolerance in the Medieval Academy: The Study and Evaluation of Judaism in European Christendom,” American Historical Review 91:3 (1986) (OCRA)

Robert Stacey, “From Ritual Crucifixion to Host Desecration: Jews and the Body of Christ,” Jewish History 12:1 (1998) (OCRA)

Sophia Menache, “Faith, Myth, and Politics: The Stereotype of the Jews and Their Expulsion from England and France,” Jewish Quarterly Review 75:4 (1985) (OCRA)

John Tolan, Saracens: Islam in the European Imagination, 71-85, 105-169 (OCRA)

R.I. Burns, “Muslims in the Thirteenth-Century Realms of Aragon: Interaction and Reaction,” in Muslims under Latin Rule, 1100-1300, ed. James Powell (OCRA)

David Nirenberg, "Religious and Sexual Boundaries in the Medieval Crown of Aragon," in Christians, Muslims, and Jews in Medieval and Early Modern Spain: Interaction and Cultural Change, ed. Mark Meyerson and Edward English (OCRA)

Response Paper: Based on Mark Meyerson’s lecture and the readings would you depict 
the relations between Jews, Muslims, and Christians as antagonistic? Convivial? Or something else?
February 19: Orientalism 
Edward Said, Orientalism, 1-92 

Bernard Lewis, “The Question of Orientalism.” The New York Review of Books (OCRA)

Jonathan M. Hess, “Johann David Michaelis and the Colonial Imaginary: Orientalism and the Emergence of Racial Antisemitism in Eighteenth-Century Germany,” in Jewish Social Studies 6:2 (2000) (OCRA)

Ivan Davidson Kalmar and Derek J. Penslar, “Orientalism and the Jews:  An Introduction” and John Efron “Orientalism and the Jewish Historical Gaze,” in Orientalism and the Jews, eds. Ivan Davidson Kalmar and Derek J. Penslar (OCRA)

Response Paper (answer one of the following): 

Consider the debate between Said and Lewis--who is more convincing and why? 

Or

In what ways has the concept of Orientalism proved illuminating to Jewish historians? How have they altered it to suit their intellectual commitments? 

February 26: Racism in 19th Century Europe 
George Mosse, Toward the Final Solution: A History of European Racism, 1-168 

Shulamit Volkov, “Antisemtism as a Cultural Code--Reflections on the History and Historiography of Antisemitism in Imperial Germany,” in the Leo Baeck Institute Yearbook XXIII, ed. Robert Weltsch (OCRA)

Response paper: Compare and contrast Mosse and Volkov’s studies of racism and antisemitism.

March 5:  “Shifting Hierarchies of Exclusion:  Colonialism, Anti-Semitism, and 
Islamophobia in European History,” guest lecture by Ethan Katz (University 
of Cincinnati)

Joshua Schreier, “Napoléon’s Long Shadow: Morality, Civilization, and Jews in France and Algeria, 1808-1870” French Historical Studies 30 (2007) (OCRA)

Josh Cole, "Antisemitism and the Colonial Situation in Colonial Algeria:  The Anti-Jewish Riots in Constantine, August 1934," in The French Colonial Mind, Volume 2:  Violence, Military Encounters, and Colonialism, ed. Martin Thomas (OCRA)
Jeffrey Herf, “Nazi Germany’s Propaganda Aimed at Arabs and Muslims During World War II and the Holocaust: Old themes, New Archival Findings” Central European History 42 (2009) (OCRA) 

Israel Gershoni, “Egyptian Liberalism inan Age of “Crisis of Orientation”: Al-Risala’s Reaction to Fascism and Nazism, 1933-39,” International Journal of Middle East Studies 31 (1999) (OCRA) 

Ethan Katz, "Did the Paris Mosque Save Jews:  A Mystery and a Memory," Jewish Quarterly Review, 102:2 (Spring 2012) (OCRA)

Response paper: Based on the readings and the lecture how would you characterize the relationship between colonialism, racism, and antisemitism?

March 12: The Holocaust and Colonial Imagination 

Saul Friedländer, “Redemptive Anti-Semitism in its Epoch,” in Nazi German and the Jews, Volume 1, 73-112 (OCRA)

Adam Tooze, “Labour, Food and Genocide,” in The Wages of Destruction (OCRA)

Annegret Ehmann, “From Colonial Racism to Nazi Population Policy: The Role of the So-Called Mischlinge,” in The Holocaust and History, eds. Michael Berenbaum and Abraham J. Peck (OCRA)

Marcia Klotz, “The Weimar Republic: A Postcolonial State in a Still Colonial World,” in Germany’s Colonial Pasts, eds. Eric Ames, Marcia Klotz, and Lora Wildenthal (eBook)

Response Paper: Do Tooze, Ehmann, and Klotz successfully challenge Friedländer’s approach to Nazi antisemitism?
March 19: Postwar France 
Jean-Paul Sartre, Anti-Semite and Jew (whole book)

Jonathan Judaken, Chapter 5, “Sartre’s Passion: Engagement and the Project of Universal Emancipation,” in  Jean-Paul Sartre and the Jewish Question: Anti-antisemitism and the Politics of the French Intellectual  (OCRA)


Pierre Birbaum, "Sorry Afterthoughts on Anti-Semite and Jew," trans. Carol Marks. 
October 87 (Winter 1999) (OCRA)

Samuel Moyn, “Antisemtism, philosemitism and the rise of Holocaust memory,” Patterns of Prejudice 43:1 (2009) (OCRA)

Response Paper: Does Anti-semite and Jew reveal something fundamental about the origins of antisemitism or does it unwittingly perpetuate stereotypes? 

March 26:  No class (spring break)
April 2: Postcolonial Migration and France’s Headscarf Debate 
Joan Wallach Scott, Politics of the Veil (whole book)

Patrick Weil, “Why the French laïcité is liberal” Cardozo Law Review Vol. 30 Iss. 6 (2009) (OCRA)

Response Paper: Is the headscarf controversy in France driven by racism or by French liberalism?

April 9: “The Freedom to Be Racist? How the United States and Europe Struggle to 
Preserve Freedom and Combat Racism,” guest lecture by Erik Bleich (Middlebury 
College)
Dworkin, Ronald, “Foreword,” in Extreme Speech and Democracy, eds. I. Hare and J. Weinstein (OCRA)


Erik Bleich, The Freedom to Be Racist? How the United States and Europe Struggle to  
Preserve Freedom and Combat Racism (whole book)

Response Paper: write a review of Bleich’s book.
April 16: Antisemitism and Islamophobia in the United States: A Return to the Christian 
Origins of the Conflict?
Leonard Dinnerstein, “Developing Patterns (1790s-1865)” (13-34) and “At Home in America (1969-1992)” (228-244),  in Antisemitism in America (OCRA)

Spencer Blakeslee, The Death of American Antisemitism, 41-60 (OCRA)

Stephen Norwood, Antisemitism and the American Far Left, 1-21 and 171-240 (OCRA)

Thomas Kidd, Preface, Chapter 2, Chapter 5, Chapter 6, and Chapter 8, in American Christians and Islam: Evangelical Culture and Muslims from the Colonial Period to the Age of Terrorism 
Naamah Paley, “The Kahlil Gibran International Academy: Diasporic Confrontations with an Emerging Islamophobia,” in Islamophobia/Islamophilia (OCRA)

Response paper: Choose a debate that emerges within this week’s reading and make a case for who makes the most convincing argument.

April 23: Jewish Islamophobia and Muslim Antisemitism
Derek Penslar, Antisemites on Zionism:  From Indifference to Obsession," in Israel in History:  The Jewish State in Comparative Perspective  (OCRA)
Bernard Lewis, “Muslim Antisemitism” in Those who Forget the Past: The Question of Antisemitism, ed. Ron Rosenbaum (OCRA)

Jonathan Laurence and Justin Vaisse, “Anti-Semitism among Muslims and the Rise of Communautarisme,” Integrating Islam:  Political and Religions Challenges in Contemporary France (OCRA)

Kimberly Arkin, Rhinestones, Religion and the Republic:  Fashioning Jewishness in France, 1-9, 218-82 (pdf circulated from professor)
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