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ENGL 0180.05, Introduction to Creative Nonfiction
CRN 24272
F Hour, 1 p.m.- 1:50 p.m. M W F, Spring Semester 2013
Location: J. Walter Wilson, 303
Instructor: DeBoer-Langworthy




CDBL@Brown.edu
Course Description
This workshop introduces students to the various forms of writing called creative nonfiction. We will analyze and attempt to duplicate the narrative strategies used in several subgenres, including the personal/critical essay, memoir, and cultural criticism—all culminating in a long work at the semester's end. Students will workshop each other's writings and have individual conferences with the instructor.

Starting with in-class writing in notebooks, we will develop pieces stimulated by various writing prompts and inspired by our readings. Both will help us craft longer pieces culminating in a final piece (memoir) that builds on the earlier exercises. Active workshopping is a major part of this course, as is class discussion of readings and conscientious keeping of a writer’s notebook. Consult the coursepage on Canvas for assignments and class schedule updates.
Objectives

· To experience and appreciate the varieties of creative nonfiction

· To practice those forms and experiment with unfamiliar ones

· To discover one’s personal voice in writing

· To practice revision

· To develop writerly habits: maintaining a personal archive and keeping a notebook
Requirements

Attendance

Participation in class discussion, workshops, and blogging responses
Notebook-keeping and -archiving (of your own design)

Several major pieces of writing plus shorter assignments, including in-class writing
Required Materials

Notebook
Access to word-processing, email, and Canvas (Web)

System for personal archive of hard copies of your writing (folders?)

Required Reading
Becky Bradway and Douglas Hesse, Creating Nonfiction: A Guide and Anthology. New York: Bedford/StMartins, 2009. 
Various handouts from instructor.

Grades & Attendance
Grading is mandatory S/NC. Designed for the intermediate writer, this course is built on workshops. Therefore, your attendance is crucial. If you miss more than three classes, you may fail the course. If you are more than ten minutes late to class, it counts as an "L"; three Ls = one absence. If you will be absent for a sports event or other University-related event, please give notice in advance. No texting or emailing allowed during class.
Policies

Your writing will grow out of in-class writing exercises and short assignments. Keep all materials in a personal archive (folders work well) of your choosing -- hard copy, please, as hard drives die at inopportune moments. Your writing sample and all drafts, must be handed in on schedule, in the following hard copy format: double-spaced, 12-point type, with each page numbered and “slugged.”

Schedule

The plan is to write a 1) place piece, 2) critique/rant, 3) travel piece 4) classic essay 5) literary journalism, and, finally, 6) memoir. Consult MyCourses site for detailed schedule of assignments, meetings, and changes thereto.
Office Hours & Location

2-4 p.m. Wednesdays or by appointment 
Room 311, 70 Brown Street (English Department Building) 
Telephone 401 863-9454

Email: CDBL@Brown.edu.

� See sample at top of this page






