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Family Ties  

HISP 1260E (in Spanish) 

T – TR 1-220pm Wilson 109A 

Prof. Julia H. Chang   

Email: julia_chang_1@brown.edu 

Office: Rochambeau House #302 
   
 

Love, Incest, and Adultery in the Spanish Novel 

Love, incest, adultery, prostitution, and betrayal are at the center of Benito 
Pérez Galdós's epic novel Fortunata y Jacinta. In this course we will examine 
these themes in relation to the formation of the bourgeois family in 19th-
century Spain, as well as competing notions of masculinity and femininity. We 
will couple our study of narrative fiction with medical literature, religious texts, 
magazines, legal documents, and domestic manuals contemporary to the 
novel. 

Learning Objectives 
n Literary History: Become familiar with Spanish Realism within the 

broader context of Spanish literature, history, and culture. Examine the 
linkages between cultural production and identity formation. 

n Critical analysis: Identify and evaluate arguments, synthesize ideas, and 
develop well-substantiated, coherent, and concise arguments.  

n Research Skills: Locate resources and learn to build a research project. 
Read broadly in order to develop well-focused projects, using primary and 
secondary sources. 

n Communication: Express ideas effectively in Spanish. Use appropriate 
vocabulary, syntax, and register to articulate a clear claim. 

Requirements 
n Participation is expected and accounts for 20% of your final grade. You 

should contribute actively to our discussions and doing so will improve 
our classroom experience. Be creative! On certain days you may choose to 
bring in an outside song, image, or quote to contribute to our discussion. I 
encourage you to engage directly with your classmates by respectfully 
adding to their remarks or asking follow-up questions. Listening to others 
is as important as contributing your own thoughts. 

n All readings must be completed prior to our discussion. Please bring all 
assigned books and/or texts to class. 

n All written-work must be completed in Spanish and adhere to the MLA 
style guidelines.  

n Attendance is mandatory, however, each student will be permitted three 
excused absences. Every absence thereafter will result in the deduction of 
one point off your final grade. Only documented emergencies will be 
considered excused absences. 

 

Required Materials 
Available at Bookstore: 

Fortunata y Jacinta: Historia de dos 
casadas, edición Cátedra  

*Supplemental readings available on 
the course Google Docs folder.  

Useful Resources 
n Patricia Figueroa, Curator of Iberian 

and Latin American Collections 
Patricia_Figueroa@brown.edu 

n The Writing Center 
writing_center@brown.edu 

n Real Academia Española 
http://www.rae.es/ 

n Biblioteca Nacional de España 
http://www.bne.es 

n MLA Formatting and Style Guide 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu 

n SEAS - Students and Employee 
Accessibility Services                                            
401-863-9588 / SEAS@brown.edu 
*Students needing special 
accommodation should notify me as 
soon as possible 
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n Late assignments will be accepted but will be penalized 3 points for every 
48 hours past the deadline. 

n Academic honesty is required of all students at Brown. For more 
information please refer to the Brown Academic Code, but please see 
me if you have any doubts or questions. 

Assignments 
n Online Journal: You will compose 10 weekly reflections (250-350 words), 

which provide brief summaries of the assigned readings, identity key 
themes, and pose at least one critical question. Journal entries must be 
shared with me via Google Docs by 12pm every Thursday except during 
the weeks of your mini-presentations (see below). You have the option of 
creating a password-protected blog for your online journal (which you will 
share with me) in lieu of using Google Docs. 

n Mini-presentation: You will deliver two mini-presentations (5 minutes 
each) analyzing one central theme from the assigned reading and posing a 
few questions to open our discussion. Students who would like to 
complete an alternative creative assignment in lieu of a formal presentation 
may do so with my permission.  

n Final Paper: You will complete a research paper (5-7 pages) and may 
choose to draw from a topic you developed in your online journal. A 
minimum of 5 peer-reviewed articles and one primary source 
contemporary to the novel must be consulted. In preparation for the final 
paper you will compose a 350-word proposal with a preliminary 
bibliography. During our last class meeting all students will briefly present 
their works-in-progress to the class and have an opportunity to receive 
early feedback. The final paper is due at 5pm on May 12th.  

n Extra-credit: There will be a few opportunities to earn extra-credit TBD. 
Students may only complete one extra-credit assignment for up to 2 points. 
All extra-credit assignments must be submitted by 5pm on April 25th. 

Evaluation 
n Discussion: 20% 

n Reading Journal: 20% (2% each) 

n 2 Mini-Presentations: 20% (10% each) 

n Paper Proposal & Bibliography: 5% 

n Final Paper: 35% 

Additional Notes: 
n This course takes as central themes gender and sexuality. If students are 

uncomfortable with discussions of bodies, gender identities, or sexual 
practices, this class may be inappropriate. 

n Please note that I may make minor adjustments to our reading schedule 
over the course of the semester.  
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Programa: 
jueves 23 de enero 
Introducción al curso 
Antonio Claret, Instrucción que debe tener la mujer, 1862 
El Código Civil de 1889 
 

Fortunata y Jacinta: Parte primera 
 
martes 28 de enero 
capítulos 1-2.2 – pp. 97-132 
Jonathan Culler “Narrative” de Literary Theory: A Very Short Introduction 
Joaquin Sánchez de Toca, El matrimonio, 1873 
 
jueves 30 de enero 
capítulos 2.3-2.6 – pp. 133-161 
Pedro Felipe Monlau, Higiene del matrimonio, 1853 
*Subir reflexiones 
 
martes 4 de febrero 
capítulos 3-4– pp. 162-197 
Angel Pulido Fernández, “La esterilidad”  
de Bosquejos médicos-sociales para la mujer, 1876 
 
jueves 6 de febrero  
capítulos 5- 6.2 – pp. 198-245 
*Subir reflexiones 
 
martes 11 de febrero 
capítulo 6.3-8.3 – pp. 246-298  
 
jueves 13 de febrero 
capítulos 8.4-9.3 – pp. 298-332 
*Subir reflexiones 
 
martes 18 de febrero – no hay clase  
 
jueves 20 de febrero  
capítulos 9.4-10.2 – pp. 333-389 
*Subir reflexiones 
 
martes 25 de febrero 
capítulos 10.3-11 – pp. 399-444 
La Moda Elegante, 1879 

 
Fortunata y Jacinta: Parte segunda 

 
jueves 27 de febrero  
capítulo 1 – pp. 447-479 
 
*Subir reflexiones 

 
martes 4 de marzo  
capítulo 2-3 – pp. 479 - 543 
 
jueves 6 de marzo  
capítulo 4 – pp.545-589 
*Subir reflexiones 
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martes 11 de marzo 
capítulo 5 – pp. 590-656 
 
jueves 13 de marzo  
capítulo 7 – pp. 657-719 
*Subir reflexiones 

Fortunata y Jacinta: Parte tercera 
 

martes 18 de marzo 
capítulos 1-2 – pp. 11-73 
 
 
jueves 20 de marzo   
capítulos 3-4.5 – pp. 75-116 
Angel Pulido Fernández, “Prostitución”  
de Bosquejos médicos-sociales para la mujer, 1876 
*Subir reflexiones 
 
24 – 28 de marzo – Descanso de primavera 
 
martes 1 de abril 
capítulos 4.6-6.7– pp. 117-219 
 
jueves 3 de abril 
capítulo 6.8 – 7 pp. 219-265 
*Subir reflexiones 
 

Fortunata y Jacinta: parte cuarta  
 
martes 8 de abril  
capítulo 1-1.9 – pp. 269-315 
 
jueves 10 de abril 
capítulo 1.10-3.1 – pp. 316-370 
*Subir reflexiones 
 
martes 15 de abril 
capítulo 3.2 – 4.1 pp. 371-409 
*Entregar la propuesta  
 
jueves 17 de abril 
capítulos 4.2-5 – pp. 410-449 
*Subir reflexiones 
 
martes 22 de abril 
capítulo 6-6.10 – pp. 448-506 
 
jueves 24 de abril 
capítulo 6.11 -6.26 – pp. 506-542 
Concepción Arenal La mujer del porvenir, 1869 
*Subir reflexiones 
 
25 de abril – 6 de mayo – Reading Period 
*Entregar el trabajo final 12 de mayo 

   


