BROWN UNIVERSITY

Department of Hispanic Studies

HISP 750, Spring 2014
Hispanic Populations in the United States

Instructor: Prof. Beth Bauer, Hispanic Studies

Office:  225 Rochambeau, 84 Prospect St.

Office hours:  Weds. 3 – 4pm, Fri. 11 – 12 and by apt.
Phone: 3-3772

Email:  Beth_Bauer@Brown.edu

Course Materials:

•Course Packet: To be purchased at Allegra Printers, Thayer and Waterman Sts.
•Additional Course Readings: Available on HISP 750B Canvas page
•online dictionary/thesaurus: WordReference
Course Description: Spanish 750 is a course designed to bridge academic learning about Hispanic/Latino cultures in the US with work for agencies serving Latinos in Providence.  Course readings, films, and guest presentations in Spanish will focus on the major Hispanic populations of the United States and highlight historical and cultural background as well as issues of concern to these groups, including immigration, acculturation, trans-nationalization, race, bilingualism, access to social services, and family life.  Spanish language learning, particularly the development of communication skills, will occur in the classroom and in the community, where students will have the opportunity to enrich and test course content through direct community experience.

Prerequisites:  HISP 600, a Brown placement score of 651 or above, or the equivalent on another approved placement test.  Priority will be given to preregistered students with concentration or study abroad requirements. If they attend regularly, students on the wait list will be admitted according to their number on the list and other priorities.
Course Objectives:  

1) To explore the historical and cultural background and social issues relevant to various US Latino populations through articles, literature, film, Internet, and audiovisual materials and through volunteer service for agencies serving Hispanics in the Providence area.   

2) To demonstrate awareness of the history, differing profiles, and concerns of major US Hispanic populations through class discussion, presentations, and writing assignments.

3) To develop Spanish language skills through reading, journal writing, and class discussion as well as through community service, and to demonstrate acquisition of these skills in speaking, video interviews, and in writing.

Requirements and Grading:

Class participation, daily assignments, and attendance (20%): Students are expected to complete readings and individual/group assignments in order to prepare for class and to engage fully in all class activities.  Every effort will be made to create a relaxed atmosphere for classroom discussion, which will be conducted in large and small group formats.  For daily participation, students will be asked to report on news items relevant to our course topics. Starting in the third week of the semester, weekly participation grades will be assigned and entered in the electronic grade book on Canvas.
Because participation in class discussion is crucial to both mastery of course content and to development of conversation skills, attendance is mandatory.  Students who miss more than three class meetings will be penalized with lower participation grades.  Absence from one third or more of all classes, no matter what the reason, will result in an automatic NC.

Community Work and Course Journal (25%): To complement the academic study of Hispanics in the US and to reinforce classroom language practice, students are required to dedicate at least 2.5-4 hours per week * of service to a community agency or organization that serves local Latino populations.  Most students in SP750 in the spring of 2014 should be able to find appropriate work at one of the school programs facilitated by VIPS (Volunteer in Providence Schools if they so desire.

(*Including preparation time and commuting time).

Students must keep an academic journal, written in correct, readable Spanish.  In this journal, they will also keep a weekly community work log, signed after each visit by their supervisor (teacher, program director, etc.). Students are encouraged to use their journals to make connections between their community work and classroom readings, discussions, materials, etc.  

The journal will also serve as the principal site for written reflection on and synthesis of course materials and discussions. Since there are relatively few exams and written assignments for this course, students will use their journal entries not only to reflect on their community experiences but also to demonstrate mastery of course readings and discussions. On occasion, response papers and electronic discussion postings will be required. Failure to participate in electronic discussions will be reflected in the weekly participation grade (-3 pts out of 10).
Journals will be handed in every four weeks and will consist of the following:

•A minimum of 1.5 - 2 double-spaced, typewritten pages per week
•Community service log
•Commentaries on course materials (readings and films): at least one per week. There will be occasional assigned response papers that you should include in your journal.  Please check the posted guidelines for each week’s work. 
•Summaries of presentations by guest speakers and HISP 750 students. 
Other options for journal entries:
—Your reflections on articles that you find in Spanish language newspapers online (If you choose to write about an article not assigned for class, please include a copy in the journal and make sure to stress the article’s relevance to the course); 

Oral Presentation (15%): Each student will work with a partner to give an oral presentation during the semester.  Instructions for these presentations, which are to be accompanied by a two-page written summary and bibliography, are found on the last page of the syllabus and in the Presentations Module in Canvas. Failure to follow the instructions (including due dates for determining the topic and for the draft of the presentation) will be penalized.
Midterm Exam (15%):  All students will complete a 4 - 5 page take-home essay exam. 

Final Exam/Project (25%):  All students will complete a take-home, essay exam  (8 – 9 pages) or a final project (paper, recorded interviews, original art with written explanation, translation of documents relevant to community service agencies, etc.).  In accordance with the academic nature of this course, students must use references and include a bibliography with their final projects.
••Final projects and topics for the final paper must be approved by the instructor by Friday, April 11th.  Final papers and projects are due by 5 p.m. on Wed, May 7.
Grading Scale:
90  – 100 = A

80 –  89.9 = B

70 –  79.9 = C

 0 –  69.9  = NC

IMPORTANT NOTES:  

· Please be advised that there will be no extra-credit work, and there will be no curving or rounding up of grades.  Please discuss any questions or issues related to your grades right away. Grades will not be negotiated at the end of the semester. 

· In accordance with Hispanic Studies departmental policy, the grade of "S with Distinction" will be awarded only to S/NC students whose work is of extraordinarily high quality (a minimum grade of 93).

Internet Resources: Students may access the web page for SP 750 through the Gateway or through Canvas.  Many useful web sites are listed under Módulos>Enlaces útiles on the course website.
Brown Writing Center:  Students in HISP 750 are encouraged to set up appointments with Spanish-speaking Center fellows for feedback on and help with their writing. I am also available for writing help during my regularly scheduled office hours and by appointment. Please do NOT ask your Spanish-speaking friends to revise your written work.
Academic Code: Remember to use Internet sources appropriately, taking care to use quotes where necessary and to provide references. Cases of plagiarism are extremely easy to detect.
