

1




DEPARTMENT OF HISPANIC STUDIES

Brown University

HISP0600 ADVANCED SPANISH II Spring 2014
Instructor: ________________________

Office: ___________________________

Phone: ___________________________

Office Hours: ______________________

¡BIENVENIDOS a Español 600: Español Avanzado II!

This course offers continued, advanced level work in speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills, with focused review of challenging aspects of Spanish grammar. Course materials include films, music, and a variety of written texts (articles, stories, a novella etc.) chosen to promote class discussion and in-depth analysis. There will be individual and group activities, including in-class presentations and performance projects. Readings and films promote advanced level linguistic and cultural analysis centered on topics including relationships, identity and society, globalization, and relations between the U.S. and the Hispanic world.  

Prerequisite: HISP0500 or an appropriate placement test score. SAT II scores between 670 and 740, Brown Placement Exam scores between 571 and 650, or AP score of 5 in language. Students with scores of 750 and above on the SAT II, 651+ on the Brown Placement Exam or 5 in AP Literature should consider HISP0730, HISP0740, or HISP0750. Students with advanced or near native writing abilities may be asked to take HISP 1700. Overrides to enroll in the course will be provided by the course supervisor after consultation with the instructor.

Note: If you have not taken HISP0500 and you do not have a valid SATII or AP score, you must take the placement exam and then talk with your instructor to confirm your level. Enrollment is limited to 18; 15 spaces per section are available for students during pre-registration. At least 3 spaces per section will be available at the start of the semester for incoming first-year, transfer, or re-admitted students who should select a convenient section and attend the first class of the semester.

Required Course Materials:

•HISP 600 students can access all course materials on the HISP 600 Website in Canvas. You can access the web page for HISP0600 using the Gateway or at:
https://canvas.brown.edu/courses/851074
You can download or view the following from this website: course syllabus; calendar of assignments; readings, grammar explanations and activities, essay topics and instructions; presentation instructions; participation, presentation, and essay rubrics; etc. 
You may also purchase a course pack for the readings and grammar explanations at Allegra Printers (corner of Thayer and Waterman, second floor, entrance on Waterman).

We will NOT distribute a printed version of the Calendario, or schedule of daily homework assignments. The calendario will be updated regularly and can be found on the HISP 600 Canvas homepage. HOWEVER, the most accurate and complete information for daily assignments will be posted on your instructor’s site on Canvas. 
This Canvas website also has links for supplementary grammar exercises, dictionaries, course films, readings, etc. Your instructor will determine which activities your section will use. 
Policy on Academic Honesty: We expect that all of you have read and understood the required statement attached to the Brown University Policies on Academic Honesty.

***We expect that you will hand in only your own work. Students should be aware that materials copied from the Internet are extremely easy to identify and trace. Please do NOT have Spanish-speaking friends revise your written work for this course.
Disabilities: Efforts have been made to make HISP 600 accessible to all students. However, you are invited to talk to your instructor about anything that might affect your interaction with the class material (e.g., learning disabilities, ADD or ADHD, psychological conditions, chronic illnesses, different learning styles, extraordinary personal circumstances, etc.). If you need accommodations (e.g., extra time on exams), you must provide verification from one of the college deans.
Tutorial Services: Remember to take full advantage of your instructor’s office hours. If you need additional help, tutors for HISP0600 may be available through the Curricular Support Center located in J. Walter Wilson, 310 & 312.  If you wish to use the tutors provided through the Curricular Support Center, please speak with your instructor first. 
Course requirements:

I. ATTENDANCE

As in all language courses, where a significant amount of practice happens in class, daily participation is imperative. You should come to class with all assignments completed, with your laptop, and fully prepared for that day’s activities. This is particularly important for the success of group and peer editing activities. 

Students are allowed three absences to cover sudden illness, family issues, academic conflicts, etc. While allowances will be made for extended illnesses that are promptly documented with medical excuses and verification from the appropriate deans, in general, students who miss more than three classes will find that these absences are reflected negatively in the final course grade (one full point off the final participation grade for each unauthorized absence). Please contact your instructor if you anticipate missing class.

Students who miss 25% of all classes (9 classes), regardless of the reason, will receive a failing grade for the course.
Varsity Athletes: You are responsible for keeping up with course work and handing assignments in on time. In case of particularly tight scheduling, make sure to request extensions from your instructor IN ADVANCE. Please provide your instructor with your away game schedule at the beginning of the semester (and be sure to have your coach contact your instructor if the schedule changes).
2. PARTICIPATION

Students will be expected to complete all daily assignments and arrive to class on time, prepared to participate in class discussions by asking relevant questions and volunteering answers, opinions, and reactions. For a clearer idea of what constitutes “A”, “B”, and “C” level participation, please consult the participation rubric on CANVAS. All individuals are expected to contribute fully to group projects and will be held responsible for presenting evidence of their work. Peer editing/ commenting is to be done responsibly and helpfully. Participation/homework grades will be posted in the course grade book weekly, beginning in week 3 of the semester. 
3. DAILY ASSIGNMENTS AND ONLINE FORUMS
You are expected to complete all assignments before class.  Grammar activities from Canvas are to be completed, corrected (the answers or soluciones are in the Gramática module on Canvas), and brought to class for in-class review.
Online discussions (FOROS) are homework assignments that require you to make at least at least one posting on your class blog or discussion board. Your postings should demonstrate an effort to assimilate the materials under discussion and respond thoughtfully to your classmates. If you fail to complete a FORUM discussion your instructor will subtract 3 points (-3) from your weekly participation and homework grade. You must post thoughtful, original comments and responses in order to receive full credit for the postings.
Additionally, your instructor will ask you to turn in peer-editing assignments, movie analyses, occasional grammar exercises, Internet research assignments, and other brief written assignments.
In order to receive full credit, students must hand in all written assignments (including outlines and drafts) before class (on Canvas) or during the first five minutes of class on the day that that they are due. Late homework will not be accepted. The following guidelines will be used to assign the weekly participation and homework grade (10 points maximum).
Participation: 3 points

Homework: 3 points

Quantity and quality:  2 points each for participation and homework. 

Late arrivals will count as -1 point per event from the weekly participation grade. Tardiness will also have an impact on the weekly participation grade, typically resulting in -.5 per incident, with greater penalties for those who arrive more than 5 minutes late.
Late homework assignments will not be accepted unless a student is ill and cannot attend class on the day they are due.
4. ESSAYS

Students will be asked to prepare 3 formal compositions and revise them. These essays will be approximately 2 - 3 pages or 650 – 850 words (standard margins, double-spaced), typed on the computer. Peer-editors and course instructors will provide thorough feedback on the first complete draft of each essay so that students will be able to make extensive revisions (including organization, transitions, introduction and conclusion, grammar, and word usage) before handing in the final draft.  Please follow the on-line instructions for each essay.
Late essays: Unless you have requested and been granted an extension, instructors will give 50% credit to essays (whether the first or second version) handed in up to 24 hours late. No credit will be given for essays handed in after the 24-hour grace period. Both drafts of the essay will be graded and will count for the total composition grade (Essay 1: 60% + 40%; Essay 2: 70% + 30%; Essay 3: 75% + 25%). Failure to make corrections and revisions on the second draft will result in a grade of 0 (zero) on the second draft.
We highly recommend that students use electronic editing tools and a Spanish thesaurus (Diccionario de Sinónimos or the thesaurus in WordReference.com) before handing in the first draft of each composition. Students should keep copies of all versions of their compositions, as well as informal writing assignments in an electronic folder.

Peer editing:  Students will be expected to serve as readers and editors for other students. Following prepared guidelines, they will submit written comments on drafts of their peers’ compositions, posting the review on Canvas before class on the day the critique is due. 
Peer editing will count for 10% of the final composition grade.
Late peer-edits: Every effort should be made to hand peer-editing assignments in on time. If for some reason you are unable to complete your commentary on time, please inform your student partner and your instructor. Failure to do so will result in a grade of 0 (zero) for this part of the final composition grade.
5. PRESENTATIONS: There will one presentation (in pairs for larger sections) on a newspaper article related to Hispanic culture, and one group presentation involving a skit that students will write and perform. Instructions and grading criteria for these presentations are available on Canvas. 
6. EXAMS: There will be three written exams and two oral quizzes. The grades for the two oral quizzes will be combined to form a fourth exam grade.

 FINAL GRADES will be determined as follows:

Participation and Daily Assignments: 20%

Essays: 30%
In-Class Presentations: 20%

Exams (3 written + 2 oral quizzes): 30%
90 – 100  = A

80 – 89.9 = B
70 – 79.9 = C
 0  – 69.9 = NC

IMPORTANT NOTES:  

· Please be advised that there will be no extra-credit work, and there will be no curving or rounding up of grades.  We urge you to discuss any questions or issues related to your grades right away. Grades will not be negotiated at the end of the semester. 
· Students in Spanish language courses are advised that, in accordance with Hispanic Studies departmental policy, instructors will award the grade of "S with Distinction" only to S/NC students whose work is of extraordinarily high quality (a minimum grade of 93).


