Fall 2013

BRIEF SUMMARY OF HISP300, Intermediate Spanish I  Spring 2014
HISP 300 has been designed to accommodate students who have completed HISP 200 or have had contact with Spanish elsewhere and are too advanced for HISP 100-200 but are not yet prepared for HISP 400. HISP 300 continues to develop and strengthen students’ proficiency in the Spanish language as well as to help them increase their cultural understanding. It seeks to expand and refine the use of vocabulary, to develop fluency and accuracy in grammar and pronunciation, and to teach students to express, interpret, and negotiate meaning in context. Through the exploration of themes such as the individual and the community, health issues, traveling, multiculturalism and human rights, students focus on communication and learn to appreciate cultural differences.
With successful completion of HISP 300, most of the students will (at least1):
· Comprehend the speech of an educated Spanish speaker conversing on day-to-day topics at  a moderate speed. 
· Speak about everyday topics so that a native speaker accustomed to speaking with non-  natives can understand them without difficulty. 
· Read passages in Spanish on non-technical subjects, looking up only a few unknown words. 
· Communicate in writing on familiar topics, in a casual style without frequent syntactic and  semantic errors. 
· Have made progress in the development of cultural proficiency.  The development of language proficiency involves expanding the receptive and productive skills within a communicative framework and through cultural content. Class is conducted entirely in Spanish. In this course we focus on building communicative ability and work on skill development, so students will continue to focus on their receptive skills, namely comprehension in listening and reading, and will increase work on their oral skills to increase fluency and improve accuracy in the use of Spanish; last but not least, students will spend considerable time working on developing proficiency in writing as well.  

· II. Who can take HISP 300? 
Students who have completed HISP110 or HISP200 at Brown. Students who have taken Advanced Placement or SAT II exams and whose scores place them in HISP300. Students who have studied Spanish elsewhere but have not taken the above exams must take the Brown Placement Exam. Students may take the exam on a walk-in basis at the CIT building, second floor. Please check placement exam hours on the HS website: http://www.brown.edu/Departments/Hispanic_Studies/ To interpret AP, SAT II, or Brown Placement scores, check Placement and Course Descriptions in the Undergraduate Program section of the Hispanic Studies Website, http://www.brown.edu/Departments/Hispanic_Studies/undergraduate/
1 They may develop greater proficiency depending on their ability and dedication to language study.
III. Textbooks and Supporting Resources
Atando cabos, 4th ed. (2012). Marta Rosso-O'Laughlin & María González-Aguilar, Prentice Hall.
· 

-  Main textbook 
-  Atando cabos. Student Activities Manual( SAM) 
· 

-  Atando cabos. SAM Answer Key posted on Canvas. 
· 

-  Answer Key prepared in-house for selected activities in Atando cabos lessons as well as  in the Cabos sueltos section at the end of the book, posted on Canvas. 
· 

-  Dictionaries of your choice. See below. 
· 

-  My Spanish Lab [MSL] is the site where you will find the audio and video links for the SAM and the textbook. You will receive more detailed explanations the first week of class. Please copy and paste this link to Firefox or Safari, the preferred browsers for this program: http://www.pearsoncustom.com/ri/brown_ac/. Once you access canvas, you can find the link on the page “Atando cabos Resources. 
· 

-  The Atando cabos Companion Website http://wps.prenhall.com/ml_rosso_atando_4/ Here you can also find all the audio for the SAM, the text and audio for specific vocabulary in your textbook chapter. 
· 

-  Canvas site: https://canvas.brown.edu/courses/852531, check daily for calendar information, announcements, assignments, additional materials, handouts, and Brown Ears. Please check your email daily because your instructor may send you important information regarding the course. You will be responsible for the information delivered through both these channels. 
- MySpanishLab access code (allow access to e-text, SAM, Readiness Check, Self-Test, Chapter Resources and Tutorials, Glossary and verb chart, Video Links and Audio Links to Textbook and Lab activities). It comes with your textbook.
Note: A copy of the textbook Atando cabos will be on reserve in the Rockefeller Library, but we have also posted chapter 1 on Canvas until you are organized for the semester. If you are planning to invest in a good dictionary, check the American Heritage Larousse dictionary, an affordable and up-to-date dictionary. Another excellent dictionary is the Larousse Spanish/English and English/Spanish Dictionary. In addition, there are some good dictionaries available online and we encourage you to use them wisely:
http://www.wordreference.com [multilingual dictionary] http://www.diccionarios.com/ [multilingual dictionary] http://www.rae.es/ [monolingual dictionary from the Real Academia Española. It also offers verb conjugations] http://clave.librosvivos.net/ [monolingual dictionary] http://www.leoloqueveo.org/ [words and pictures, wonderful for visual learners]
IV. Grading and Evaluation
Grading for the course is standardized for all sections of HISP 300 on a percentage basis, as follows:
· Testing: 35%: [3 Written exams/at least 1 Oral Exam] 
· Writing: 30% (3 peer-edited compositions) 
· Class participation (Workbook/lab book and other homework, quality & frequency of response in class) 15% 
· Oral Activities [individual and group] 20% 
· The grading scale followed, is: 90% or better receives a grade of A, 80-89.9%, a grade of B, 70-  79.9%, a grade of C, and below 70%, a grade of NC. 
You can check the complete Course Description, [including this abbreviated form], Brief Outline of the Course and Introduction to the Weekly Schedule of Daily Assignments, Weekly Schedule of Daily Assignments, and Appendices to the Syllabus with relevant on the Canvas site

IMPORTANT: If you are interested in a particular course section, please be sure to have completed the student survey you received and attend every class until the 4th day of class when we will finalize the class list and overrides will be provided to students accepted in the class to be formally registered for that section.
If you are pre-registered in this section and you need to shop other sections due to schedule conflicts or other interests, please ADVISE your instructor immediately of your absence prior to the class by coming and signing the attendance sheet or emailing her/him BEFORE the class to keep your name in the class list. Otherwise, your status will change to non-pre-registered. Finally, you are expected to be prepared and complete the assignments required daily in this section even if you need to miss a class during these first days of shopping.
Have a great semester!
